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THE NECESSITY OF EXPOSITORY PREACHING 
Is Expository Preaching the Only God Glorifying Way to Preach? 

 
 Drivennails.com unashamedly promotes expository preaching. Why? Often you 
hear people say things like, “Expository preaching isn’t the only way to preach.” And in 
one sense they are correct. There are always exceptions to the rule, but there is a 
biblical rule and the rule is expository preaching. For a short devotion or for some 
special and unique occasion it might not be necessary to explain a text, in its context, 
then extract, develop, illustrate, and apply its doctrine. If someone asks you to do a 10-
minute devotion for a senior citizen’s Valentine’s banquet you might want to “share a 
few thoughts” because time is short. So yes, you might for the rare occasion not 
practice expository preaching, but as a rule you should and I want to convince you from 
the Scriptures why.  
 In another paper I helped explain what expository preaching is and is not, so I 
don’t want to go over that material again here. But in short, an expository sermon might 
be described as a sermon that explains a biblical text or texts within their various 
contexts so that the meaning of the text, both God’s and the human authors, is 
exposed, clearly explained, and applied to those living in the present. But why do I say 
that expository preaching is not an optional type of preaching? Our answer is just like 
the children’s song says, because the Bible tells us so.  
 Below are many texts, some which address expository preaching directly, while 
others merely have implications that relate to expository preaching. Yet when combined 
they argue forcefully that Christ wants expository preaching, as a rule, in His Church. 
Yes, there are exceptions, but we err when we take exceptions and turn them into rules.  
 
 
I. GOD COMMANDS, IMPLIES, OR REQUIRES EXPOSITORY PREACHING  
 
 

A. Deut. 8:3 “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with 
manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might 
make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man 
lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” 

 
Notice that man lives not by some, but by every word that proceeds out of 
the mouth of the Lord. Expository preaching is the only kind of preaching 
that deals with “every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord” so 
people can live by the whole counsel of God’s Word. This is not to say that 
you must address every jot and tittle of every text you preach if you are 
going to be an expositor. However, there is no method, other than 
expository preaching, that accurately and thoroughly addresses the entire 
corpus of Scripture.  
 

 
B. Zech. 7:7 “Are not these the words which the Lord proclaimed by the 

former prophets, when Jerusalem was inhabited and prosperous along 
with its cities around it, and the Negev and the foothills were inhabited?”  
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In this text the Lord is speaking to Zechariah. And notice the Lord refers to 
what the former prophets have proclaimed. The prophets wrote down the 
inspired Word of God as the Holy Spirit moved them (II Pet. 1:21). 
Zechariah was familiar with their writings. The Lord could have said, “I tell 
you . . .” and spoke directly to Zechariah about whatever He wanted. But 
instead the Lord refers Zechariah to the Word of God. Why? Because 
special revelation of the written Word of God is just as authoritative as 
direct revelation from God. There is no qualitative difference. Expository 
preaching is the only kind of preaching that treats every word in the Word 
of God as inspired, important, and of divine authority for the believer and 
his life. It allows what God has said in His Word to be fully known better 
than any other method of preaching. 

 
 

C. Texts From The Pastoral Epistles That Require, Encourage, Or Imply 
Expository Preaching 

 
1. Texts from I Timothy That Relate to Expository Preaching  
 

a. I Tim. 4:6 In pointing out these things you will be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ. . .  

 
In I Tim. 4:6 Paul speaks of “these things” which is the 
content of inspired revelation in his letter. And Timothy is to 
be pointing out the truth of the Word of God to the people of 
God. This requires expository preaching as the following 
context reveals. 
 

b. I Tim. 4:13 . . . give attention to the public reading of 
Scripture, to exhortation, and teaching. 

 
I Tim. 4:13 is one of the clearest verses on expository 
preaching found anywhere in the Bible. 1) The Scriptures are 
to be read. 2) Truth from the Scriptures is to be applied, 
used to encourage, comfort, help. And 3) the word teaching 
means doctrine or instruction. The doctrines found in the text 
are to be developed, explained, revealed, and exposed to 
view. This is what expository preaching is and does. It is a 
method of studying, extracting, packaging, and delivering the 
truth of God’s Word from the biblical text, so that the truth is 
accurately understood from its original context, explained, 
and applied to the lives of the hearers. Expository preaching 
is not only commanded here, but as we shall see, it is the 
best method of preaching for it is the only method of 
preaching that accomplishes God’s purposes for the 
preaching of His Word. 
 

c. I Tim. 4:15-16 Take pains with these things; be absorbed in 
them, so that your progress will be evident to all. Pay close 
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attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these 
things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for 
yourself and for those who hear you.  

 
In I Tim. 4:15-16 Timothy and all preachers are instructed to 
take pains with, be absorbed in, progress in, persevere in 
expository preaching, which is commanded in the near 
preceding context. Why? Two reasons are given that 
emphasize the importance of expository preaching: first, to 
ensure salvation for yourself and second, to ensure salvation 
for others. Rom. 10:17 reminds us that faith comes from 
hearing God’s Word preached. Hebrews 11:6 says that 
without faith it is impossible to please God. Thus both the 
initial salvation of souls and their ongoing deliverance from 
sin and temptation are achieved through the faithful 
exposition of God’s Word. 
 

d. I Tim. 1:3, 5, 4:11; 5:7 – 1:3 instruct certain men not to teach 
strange doctrines. . . 1:5 But the goal of our instruction . . . 
4:11 Prescribe and teach these things. . . . 5:7 Prescribe 
these things as well, so that they may be above reproach. 
6:17 Instruct those . . . 

 
In I Tim. 1:3, 5; 4:11; 5:7; and 6:17 (implied in vs. 18), Paul 
says the inspired Word of God is to be “prescribed” and that 
people are to be “instructed” in the Word. The Greek word 
translated prescribe or instruct literally means to keep on 
commanding, ordering, instructing, declaring, directing. 
Strong, bold, definitive expository preaching of the Word of 
God is required. Expository preaching is the only kind of 
preaching that precisely deals with the text so that the 
preacher can preach with definitiveness. Expository 
preaching is not an option for a preacher who wants to 
glorify God in his preaching. It is required. The preacher isn’t 
an authority himself. His opinions don’t have authority, but 
the Word of God does. The reason preachers must 
command and teach with boldness and authority is that God 
requires it and because God’s Word is authoritative. 
Expository preaching is the only method of preaching that 
allows God’s Word to speak through the preacher to the 
hearers with boldness so that God’s truth is clearly 
proclaimed from the Bible. 
 

e. I Tim. 5:17 The elders who rule well are to be considered 
worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at 
preaching and teaching.  

 
The function of expository preaching in the church is so 
critical that Paul even says in I Tim. 5:17 that faithful elders 
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who are gifted, trained and work hard at expository 
preaching should be considered worthy of double honor or 
double pay. They are to be amply supported so they can 
take pains with and be absorbed in the necessary study that 
expository preaching requires. 

 
 

2. Texts from II Timothy That Relate to Expository Preaching 
 

a. II Tim. 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of 
our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering 
for the gospel according to the power of God. . .  

 
In II Tim. 1:8 Paul refers to the testimony of the Lord and the 
gospel. These are synonyms, describing the saving 
message of good news that must be preached. He lets 
Timothy know that the gospel is worth suffering for, just as 
the prophets, Jesus, the rest of the Apostles suffered, and 
now Paul suffers. This teaches us that the preaching of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ is so critically important it is worth 
suffering for, even dying for. Thankfully, Paul adds that our 
suffering for the gospel should be according to the power of 
God. God supplies the strength preachers need to suffer for 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Church’s most valuable 
message, which contains in it God’s power to save (Rom. 
1:16; I Cor. 2:18). Expository preaching is the only kind of 
preaching that precisely deals with the text of Scripture and 
the gospel message.  

 
b. II Tim. 1:13-14 Retain the standard of sound words which 

you have heard from me, in the faith and love which are in 
Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.  

 
In II Tim. 1:13-14 three words or phrases pop out of the text 
that relate to expository preaching, Guard, retain the 
standard of sound words, and treasure. These three words 
speak of protecting the truth, holding on to the truth, and 
valuing the truth. This is best done when the entire counsel 
of God’s Word is interpreted accurately and preached 
expositionally. No other method treats all of God’s Word as a 
treasure to be guarded, protected, and valued like expository 
preaching. 

 
c. II Tim. 2:2 The things which you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also. 
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In II Tim. 2:2 we come to the classic text on discipleship. 
Paul was educated first by Gamaliel, then by Jesus, then he 
taught Timothy, and Timothy was told to find other faithful 
men so he could teach them what Paul had taught him, so 
that they in turn could teach others. As we have seen, Paul 
taught Timothy to practice expository preaching. Therefore if 
Timothy is to teach others, who can teach others what Paul 
taught him, then we need to be passing down the mantle of 
how to prepare and preach expository sermons.  
 
Expository preaching is the only method that deals with the 
Scriptures in a comprehensive, accurate, and thorough way. 
Remember the main command in The Great Commission in 
Mt. 28:19-20 is to make disciples. This happens through 
expository preaching of the gospel. Then once someone 
comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ and become Christ’s 
disciple, then comes the life-long task of teaching them to 
observe all that Jesus commanded. Expository preaching is 
what Jesus taught the Apostles, as it is the only method of 
preaching that comprehensively seeks to achieve the goal of 
teaching all Jesus commanded.  

 
d. II Tim. 2:14-15 Remind them of these things, and solemnly 

charge them in the presence of God . . . 15 Be diligent to 
present yourself approved to God as a workman who does 
not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of 
truth. 

 
II Tim. 2:14-15 instructs preachers to remind people of the 
critical things Paul is saying in II Timothy. This is necessary 
for several reasons: 1) Satan is busy taking away the Word 
of God that is sown in men’s hearts through preaching; 2) 
persecution also causes the Word preached to fail to bring 
forth fruit in men’s hearts; and 3) the worries of the world and 
the deceitfulness of riches also choke out the Word that is 
preached so it bears no fruit (Mt. 13:18-23). Yet a crop must 
be harvested, which means expository preaching must 
continue and not stop. Men must constantly be reminded of 
the truth because there are forces working to keep the 
gospel sown from being viable. This is why Peter reminds us 
to have a ministry or remembrance (II Pet. 1:12-13; 3:1). 
 
Keep in mind that the main command of II Timothy is preach 
the Word (II Tim. 4:2). In II Tim. 2:15 preachers and Bible 
students are charged and warned to make sure they handle 
accurately or with precisely the Word of Truth so that they 
are not ashamed before God. Accurate interpretation of a 
text requires both training in how to study the Biblical text, 
but also being a diligent workman as one studies the text. 
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You cannot handle accurately the Word of truth unless you 
have an understanding of the Bible, theology, hermeneutics, 
exegesis, sermon construction, and delivery. If you don’t 
have training, you will most likely botch the meaning of the 
text. Every preacher should have the training and skills to 
pinpoint with precision the inspired main point of a text and 
be able to identify what in the text is subordinate to that main 
point. Expository preaching is the only method of preaching 
that requires outlining, interpreting, and explaining a text 
according to its inspired grammar, syntax, and context. No 
other method of preaching seeks to handle accurately the 
Word of truth with this level of precision. 

  
e. II Tim. 4:1-4 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God 

and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3 For the time will 
come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting 
to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 
and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside 
to myths. 

 
This text contains the central command of II Timothy. 
Expository preaching of the Word of God is so important that 
Paul constructs a five-layered charge to Timothy and any 
man called to preach God’s Word. He is charged: 1) in the 
presence of God; 2) in the presence of Christ Jesus; 3) in 
the presence of the Judge of the living and the dead; 4) in 
the reality of His any moment return; and 5) in the reality of 
His coming kingdom---to preach the Word!  
 
The way every preacher is to preach the Word is by 
reproving, rebuking, and exhorting, which requires a strong, 
definitive, authoritative, bold proclamation of the truth that 
accurately exegetes a text or texts of Scripture. All three of 
those words are very strong words. As the preacher 
preaches the Word of God week in and week out, he is to 
exercise great patience and instruction, for God saves and 
sanctifies sinners in His own time and way. The expository 
preacher is to be ready to preach as God instructs in season 
and out. Because there are only two times to preach, when it 
is in season and out, this teaches us that expository 
preaching must be practiced all the time, popular or not. 
Preachers must preach as God instructs, not as the 
multitudes of professing Christians desire.  
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Paul tells Timothy the preacher must be committed to 
expository preaching because churches in the future—our 
current time—will be filled with pleasure seekers rather than 
truth seekers. They will want their ears tickled, like a dog that 
wants its ears rubbed, they will come to church hoping to 
receive some pleasure from the pulpit, not to have their sins 
exposed, rebuked, or reproved. Professing Christians will 
increasingly be people who are driven by their lusts rather 
than a desire for holiness and Christ-likeness. Expository 
preaching is necessary because it is the only kind of 
preaching that opens up the entire revelation of God to sinful 
men in a bold, clear, authoritative way, so that their sins are 
confronted and they can see their true face in the mirror of 
God’s Word, which alone is able to save and sanctify.  
 

3.  Texts from Titus that Relate to Expository Preaching  
 

a. Titus 1:7 & 9 For the overseer must be . . . holding fast the 
faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so 
that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to 
refute those who contradict. 

 
Often times elders are chosen because they are popular and 
well liked by the congregation. They are “good men of 
business” as Ebenezer Scrooge would say. Yet even 
churches who seek to find godly, qualified shepherds often 
overlook the requirement that elders must be able to teach (I 
Tim. 3:2) and that they must be examples of holding fast the 
faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so 
that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to 
refute those who contradict (Titus 1:9). The necessary elder 
qualification of being a gifted preacher and teacher is often 
dumbed down and men are appointed to the office of elder 
who have very weak gifts in the area of teaching and 
preaching, men who cannot exhort in sound doctrine, and 
who can’t refute those who contradict.  
 
God wants men of God who are mature believers and who 
are gifted and trained in teaching and expository preaching 
so they can hold fast the Word of God amidst opposition 
from false teachers. They need to be able to exhort in sound 
doctrine, which means to appeal, plead, beg, preach, 
employ, urge, and exhort. They must have a sufficient 
knowledge of sound doctrine and the necessary training and 
gifts to refute false teachers who contradict the truth.  
 
I have been to many churches, pastored several churches, 
and I can tell you that few of those appointed to the office of 
elder met this qualification. Some see this requirement as 
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raising the bar too high, but how could a qualification that 
God requires be “too high?” It is just the right height and 
those who cannot jump that high cannot be elders over 
Christ’s church. It is that plain and simple.  
 
Granted, this has led many in the Baptists denominations to 
believe that the preacher alone is the only elder and thus 
they have deacons and trustees to assist them. In some 
cases the preacher may be the only qualified elder, but the 
Bible doesn’t speak of the office of trustee. It speaks of 
elders, plural, who meet the qualifications of elder, together 
as a team, shepherding God’s flock, with the deacons 
assisting the elders. Elders, overseers, and pastors must 
have a high degree of teaching and preaching gifts and the 
necessary training to accompany those gifts. Churches 
would be wise to appoint no man to the office of elder who 
does not meet the qualifications set forth in the Scripture.  

 
b. Titus 2:1 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for 

sound doctrine.  
 

Here pastors are told to speak sound doctrine. This is not a 
word that describes preaching exclusively, but all manner of 
verbal communication. It is a broad, general term. But if 
speaking, in its various forms, requires talking about, 
expounding, teaching, and preaching sound doctrine, then 
expository preaching is required, for expository preaching is 
the only kind of preaching that deals with all the Word of God 
in a detailed and accurate way.  

 
c. Titus 2:15 These things speak and exhort and reprove with 

all authority. Let no one disregard you. 
 

This is similar to others we have seen before, and the three 
words speak, exhort, and reprove closely match what Paul 
says in II Tim. 4:2. Paul is telling Titus, and all preachers, 
how to preach. The Word of God must be communicated in 
a clear, definitive, confronting sort of way. Preachers are 
never called upon to “share” or “suggest” or “present 
possibilities.” No, the preacher is to study diligently as a 
workman, handling accurately the Word of truth, and then 
having come to a conclusion as to what a text says and 
means by what it says, to speak, exhort, and reprove—with 
all authority.  
 
Notice the word all, not some, or most, but all authority. 
There are many today who want soft preaching, light 
preaching, easy preaching, especially those who are in sin. 
God, on the other hand, commands, requires, and insists 
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upon strong, definitive, bold expository preaching that 
reproves, rebukes, and exhorts with all authority.  
 
Notice that the text also says let no one disregard you. This 
phrase means let no one despise, disregard, make of no 
account, get past you, step around you, or escape the 
message you are proclaiming. Make sure everyone gets the 
message and don’t show partiality to anyone. Don’t let 
anyone shrug off what you are saying. There is no other way 
of preaching that gives glory to God and which treats the 
Word of God as what it is—THE WORD OF GOD!  
 
If Jesus were to appear to you, a preacher, and say, “I have 
a message I want you to give to My church, the church I 
shed My blood to purchase, and I want you to proclaim My 
message with all authority,” I imagine you would preach like 
you should preach every Sunday—with all authority! You 
would preach with intensity, conviction, passion, surety, 
confidence, and boldness while declaring, reproving, 
rebuking, and exhorting.  
 
The result of preaching as God commands is that the 
congregation sees that this man is in earnest, that this man 
has a message from God, that this man believes what he is 
preaching, and so they better listen. God speaks to His 
church through expository preaching and when God speaks, 
He thunders. The preacher is “God’s voice” to the church 
when preaching the Word of God (see Heb. 3:7-4:12). It 
contradicts the message and the authority contained in the 
Word when a preacher fails to preach as God requires, and 
in order to please men soft pedals, dumbs down, and seeks 
to mollify his congregation.  

 
d. Titus 3:1 Remind them . . .  

 
We have seen this before in II Tim. 2:14, so I refer you to my 
comments on that text above. 

 
e. Titus 3:8 . . . I want you to speak confidently, so that those 

who have believed God will be careful to engage in good 
deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.  

 
Again, notice that preachers are not to waver, equivocate, or 
vacillate in their preaching. They are not to suggest, offer 
options, opinions, or opposing views for people to decide for 
themselves. God wants His preachers to speak confidently 
in their conversations, preaching, and teaching. Of course, 
this means you have to be a workman and study diligently in 
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order to do this. You must be convinced of the truth acquired 
from the diligent study of the Word of God. 
 
I warn you, if you speak and preach confidently, with 
boldness, and all authority, as God requires, some people 
who are living in sin, or who are unbelievers, won’t like it. Be 
prepared to hear people accuse you of being dogmatic, 
cocksure, arrogant, inflexible, narrow-minded, intolerant, 
condescending, and proud. You will not be liked by all men if 
you preach as God requires, even by some who profess 
Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
 
Consider that Jesus preached and taught as one having 
authority (Mt. 7:29; Mk. 1:22). They were amazed and 
astonished at His authoritative teaching (Mt. 7:28; 22:22; Mk. 
1:22, 27; Lk. 2:47; 4:32). They killed Stephen the first martyr 
of the church who preached confidently and with all authority 
(Acts 7:51-54). As Steve Lawson has said, “The problem 
with preachers today is that nobody wants to kill them.”1 You 
preach the way God says you must preach and some people 
will want to kill you. Paul was relentlessly persecuted 
because of his bold declaration of the Word of God (II Cor. 
11:23-28). But it is what God requires, commands, and 
insists on. Every preacher who desires to give glory to God, 
and not sin in the pulpit, will preach as God prescribes. 

 
 
II. SCRIPTURE MODELS EXPOSITORY PREACHING  
 

A. An Example Of Expository Preaching From The Book Of Nehemiah  
 

1. Neh. 8:1-3 And all the people gathered as one man at the square 
which was in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the 
scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had 
given to Israel. Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the 
assembly of men, women and all who could listen with 
understanding, . . . He read from it . . . in the presence of men and 
women, those who could understand; and all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law.  

 
From vss. 1-3 in Nehemiah 8 we see several factors that are part of 
expository preaching.  

 
a. People gathered, not to hear Ezra, but to hear the Law of 
Moses through Ezra. This is a critically important aspect of 
expository preaching. Expository preaching strives to let God 
be heard through the preacher. The expository preacher must 

                                            
1 Quote from Lawson’s Twitter feed. 
2 Walk Kaiser, Winterim Class Lecture at The Master’s Seminary.  
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ever keep himself in check to let God speak through His Word. 
It is easy to ignore what the text says and means in its context. 
It is tempting to say what we want to say, instead of submitting 
to the text before us so that God can speak. It is also 
convenient for us to think we know better than God. We see 
that the text is saying one thing, but we don’t like the order of 
what is said, the way in which it is said, the fact that the text 
didn’t address everything the way we wish it did, etc., so we 
read into the text information that the Holy Spirit never 
intended to be there, committing eisegesis. 
 
b. We also see in Ezra 8:1-3 that the Law of Moses was 
brought. That is what preaching is about, bringing the book of 
God to the people of God.  
 
c. The book of God was read before people who could 
understand it. For hundreds of years the Roman Catholic 
Church said the mass in Latin, effectively keeping the Bible 
from the people. Yet Ezra was seeking to impart 
understanding from the Word of God, which the following 
context makes clear.  
 
d. Notice also that God’s Word is for men, women, and even 
children. It is not an age specific, or gender specific book; it is 
for everyone to hear who can understand.  
 
e. Finally, notice the description of the men, women, and 
children who came to hear Ezra preach, they were attentive to 
the book of the law. It is Holy Spirit’s job to move men to write 
down the inspired Word of God. It is the preacher’s job to 
carefully study, interpret, and explain the Word of God to 
God’s people so they can gain understanding of God’s will. It 
is the listener’s job to pay attention to and concentrate on 
God’s truth as it is read and preached. The text continues to 
give us more insights about expository preaching.  

 
2. Neh. 8:5 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people. . . and 

when he opened it, all the people stood up. 
 
Here we see something that is lost in many churches today, a 
reverence for the Word of God. I knew a Jewish man who became 
a Christian later in life. He said when he was little, if they ever let 
their Bible touch the floor or if they dropped it, even accidentally, 
they were required to fast for 24 hours from the moment the Word 
of God touched the ground. He said they had great respect for 
God’s Word. Today you see people throwing Bibles around like 
newspapers, twisting the text of Scripture, ignoring parts of the 
Bible, distorting the truth of the Bible, preaching and teaching when 
unprepared, etc. All of this shows dishonor to God for it is to have a 
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lack of respect for the Word of God. When Ezra opened the book of 
God, the people stood up to show respect. I am not saying we 
should have our people stand up through our entire sermons or that 
we must make sure they stand up for the reading of God’s Word, 
but I am saying we should teach our people to have great respect 
for the Bible and that it is a great privileges to have the Bible read, 
accurately interpreted, and preached.  
 

3. Neh. 8:7-9 Also . . . the Levites, explained the law to the people 
while the people remained in their place. 8 They read from the 
book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they 
understood the reading. . . and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping when they heard 
the words of the law. 

 
Here in Neh. 8:7-8 we have other critical aspects of expository 
preaching—explaining the Word of God so that people understood 
the reading. First the text is to be read, then the text is to be 
explained well enough so that people can understand what God 
meant by what He said in His Word. Ezra requested the help of the 
Levites in explaining the Bible because not all spoke Hebrew. They 
had just returned from 70 years of captivity in Babylon and many 
probably spoke Chaldean, but not Hebrew. The Levites had to 
translate for Ezra so everyone could understand God’s Word.  
 
Finally, notice at the end of the text the people were brought under 
great conviction and guilt from the preaching of the Word of God. 
Men can be great orators. They can influence people through their 
gifts of public speaking. They can motivate people and exercise 
temporary influence over them. The Word of God does much more 
as it contains God’s power. The Bible is different than any other 
book because it is energized by the Holy Spirit (Jer. 23:29; Heb. 
4:12). Not only that, but the Holy Spirit works in and through the 
preacher to help him preach. In addition to that, the Holy Spirit 
works in and exerts influence upon the hearers as well. The 
combined effect is that expository preaching allows God to speak, 
exposing people’s sins, bringing them to conviction and guilt, so 
that they see their need for the Savior. Contrary to the desire of 
some who want to have their ears tickled (II Tim. 4:3), true biblical 
preaching boxes our ears, runs us through with the spear of 
conviction and guilt, and exposes those areas in our life that are not 
yet conformed to the Word of God so that we can seek God’s cure, 
Jesus Christ.  
 

4. Neh. 8:12-13 All the people went away to eat, to drink, to send 
portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood 
the words which had been made known to them. Then . . . the 
heads of fathers’ households of all the people, the priests and the 
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Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain 
insight into the words of the law.  

 
Here in Neh. 8:12-13 is the other side of conviction and guilt 
produced by expository preaching—praise and rejoicing. Those 
who accumulate teachers in accordance with their own lusts (II Tim. 
4:3) seek fleshly pleasure and indulgence. They are looking for 
teachers and preachers to give them a good feeling, to coddle them 
in their sins, and give them a pleasurable experience at church. 
Indeed, this describes much of what is labeled Christianity in 
America today. But those who love the Lord and who want to glorify 
God, seek holiness, seek to please God, and want to be like Jesus. 
They want to hear the Word of God preached clearly and 
accurately so they can understand it, remember it, and obey their 
Savior out of love and gratitude. They want to have their sins 
exposed, but feel gratitude and thankfulness when it happens for 
they want to be transformed from glory to glory into the image of 
Christ (II Cor. 3:18).  
 
Conviction and guilt produced by the biblical preaching of the Word 
does not offer a flesh-pleasing experience, but it does offer a 
spiritually pleasing experience. Christians want to become like 
Jesus. Their worldview is not about pleasure seeking, but giving 
God glory in all they say and do. The people Ezra preached to 
celebrated a festival because they understood the words that had 
been made known to them from the Bible. Yes, at first they were 
convicted, broken, guilty, and sorrowful, but soon that spiritual 
wound gave way to praise and rejoicing. The greatest famine a 
person can suffer is a famine of the word (Amos 8:11-14).  
 
Finally, notice at the end of vs. 13 that the clear, engaging, 
convicting preaching of God’s Word is addictive. They wanted 
more, though it made them weep (Neh. 8:9)! They sought out Ezra 
to keep on teaching them God’s law because after convicting them 
and exposing their sin, it also made them rejoice (Neh. 8:12)! This 
describes the true hunger and spiritual thirst that salvation causes 
to well up in the hearts of every believer (Mt. 5:6). Believers hunger 
for the Word preached like newborn babies long for the pure milk (I 
Pet. 2:2).  
 

5. Neh. 8:18 He read from the book of the law of God daily. . .  
 

Notice that once they had experienced expository preaching of the 
Word of God and had the truth of God clearly explained to them so 
that they understood its meaning, they wanted more. This is how 
expository preaching works. When believers hear clear, engaging, 
convicting truth from the Word of God that is energized by the Holy 
Spirit, they just can’t get enough. Ezra was preaching daily from the 
Word to satisfy their spiritual hunger. The daily exposition of 
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Scripture led to one of the greatest spiritual revivals in the history of 
Israel. In fact history reveals that the greatest spiritual revivals are 
always accompanied by an abundance of expository preaching.  
 

6. Neh. 9:3 While they stood in their place, they read from the book of 
the law of the Lord their God for a fourth of the day; and for another 
fourth they confessed and worshiped the Lord their God.  

 
Here we see the long-term effect of expository preaching beginning 
to reveal itself. The people of God were initially very convicted, 
wept over their sin, but eventually were made glad. They gained a 
spiritual appetite for the Word preached.  
 
A word must be said at this point to preachers who are called to a 
church that thinks they want expository preaching, but who have 
never experienced it. Expect many to react negatively. Expect 
some to be saved. Expect others to be at first overcome with guilt, 
but then over the course of time to begin to love God’s Word 
preached. I believe some churches have so many unbelievers 
sitting in the pews that they drive away their new preacher for they 
cannot endure to have their sins exposed and rebuked. They can’t 
endure the conviction and guilt that the Holy Spirit produces 
through the preaching of God’s Word. Though they call themselves 
Christians and followers of Christ, they will not let Christ be Lord of 
their life and tell them what they must do and how they must live. 
Therefore they burn in malice against the preacher who seeks to do 
them good, because they hate the Lord of the Word that the 
preacher proclaims. 
 
Back to our text. We also see that the people got organized so they 
could keep on hearing the word for two to three hours a day! This 
led to them confessing their sins and worshiping God in spirit and 
truth. Many people today go to churches that don’t practice 
expository preaching. They have preachers who don’t handle 
accurately the Word of God, preach sound doctrine, or bring 
conviction upon them. They think that because their church service 
made them feel good that they had a “good worship experience.” 
Yet worship is not about making the worshiper feel good, it is about 
making God feel good. It is about blessing God by showing our love 
to Him. The only way we can show our love to Christ is by obeying 
His Word (Jn. 14:15; I Jn. 5:3). The only way we can obey His 
Word if we clearly understand what His will is and that is why 
expository preaching is a necessity. 
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B. The Gospels Model Expository Preaching  
  

1. Luke 24:27 Then beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, 
He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures.  

 
Jesus, after His resurrection, walked along the road with two of His 
disciples, who had no idea it was Jesus! As they walked Jesus 
explained the Scriptures to them. The word translated, “explained” 
in the NASB, means to explain, interpret, or translate. He was 
explaining, interpreting, and translating from “all the Scriptures,” 
which is not to say, as some assert, that Jesus exposited all of the 
Old Testament in a short walk, but it is to say that He went through 
all of the Old Testament and showed them the key texts concerning 
himself, the Messiah.  
 
Some have erroneously used this text to justify what might be 
labeled “Christological eisegesis” or reading Jesus into every verse. 
It is a popular approach in some circles. Many in Reformed circles 
rightly want to keep Christ and the gospel central in their preaching, 
but they go about it the wrong way. They go off plumb when they 
overemphasize Him. This is what Walt Kaiser has referred to as 
“Christo-exclusivism.”2 Though we want to have a high view of 
Christ and maintain the Christological principle, which seeks to give 
Christ His rightful place in all Christian preaching, yet we must not 
mishandle the Word of God, practice Christological eisegesis, or 
become Christo-exclusivists.  
 
Yes, I am aware that Paul said things such as “we determined to 
know nothing among you but Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (I Cor. 
2:2), which is another text often used to support Christological 
eisegesis. But look at the context. Paul is reminding the Corinthians 
how he evangelized them. Yes, when doing evangelism we stick 
with the gospel, since unbelievers, not having the Holy Spirit, are 
unable to experientially understand the Word of God (I Cor. 2:14). 
They must first believe unto salvation so they can receive the Holy 
Spirit and know the truth. Gospel first, then after salvation, learning 
to obey all Jesus commanded.  
 
Paul is merely saying that when he came to evangelize the 
Corinthians he stuck with the gospel message. It does no good to 
explain the many doctrines of the Bible to unbelievers until they 
come to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. After someone 
repents and believes in Jesus Christ unto salvation we give them 
the entire counsel of God’s Word (Acts. 20:27). Christ is still to be 
the major theme, but not an exclusive theme, and we do not honor 
Christ or Christ’s Word by reading Jesus into texts that the original 

                                            
2 Walk Kaiser, Winterim Class Lecture at The Master’s Seminary.  
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author did not mean to insert Him. This is a rabbit trail to be treated 
separately under the category of hermeneutics, but the point I want 
to make from Lk. 24:27 is that Jesus went to the Scriptures, 
translated, interpreted, and explained them. He exposited God’s 
Word to the disciples. 
 
This is what expository preaching does. It exposes to view the truth 
contained in the Biblical text. Jesus practiced expository preaching 
not only here, but in many instances where He refers people to the 
Scriptures and says things like, “Have you not read . . .,” or “The 
Scriptures say . . .,” or “Just as the Holy Spirit said . . .,” etc., and 
the Bible is first quoted and then interpreted, explained, and 
applied. When you read the Gospels look for Jesus’ practice of first 
referring to a text and then explaining that text so that people can 
understand the meaning. This is what expository preaching does. 

  
C. The Book of Acts Models Expository Preaching  
  

1. Acts 13:5 When they reached Salamis, they began to proclaim the 
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews; and they also had 
John as their helper.  

 
Here is one of many texts that might be considered to prove the 
point that Paul made it a habit on his missionary journeys to enter 
into the synagogues and expound the Scriptures. You can see in 
the book of Acts how he relentlessly refers to the Scriptures, 
interpreting, explaining, and boldly declaring the truth. He reasoned 
with them from the Scriptures (Acts 17:2). This is expository 
preaching.  
 
But even when preaching to the Gentiles, though he did not quote 
texts as frequently as with the Jews, he still proclaimed biblical 
truth, from texts, clearly interpreted and explained. Remember the 
New Testament was not written yet. Paul, preaching to the Greeks 
at Mars Hill, did not quote Scripture texts, but emphasizing 
doctrines from Scripture texts such as: God is the Creator (Acts 
17:24), the aseity of God or that God is self-existent and self-
sustaining (Acts 17:25), that God is the sustainer of all He created 
(Acts 17:25-26), that God created all nations from one man (Acts 
17:26), that God is absolutely sovereign over the affairs of man 
(Acts 17:26), that God is everywhere present (Acts 17:27), etc. 
Though Paul didn’t quote chapter and verse, which by the way, 
didn’t exist then, or even give direct quotes from Scripture texts, he 
did proclaim to the Greeks truth extracted from Biblical texts, 
accurately translated and interpreted. He accurately explained and 
applied biblical truth, which is the goal and purpose of expository 
preaching. 
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2. Acts 15:36 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return 
and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word 
of the Lord, and see how they are. 

 
Again we see that Paul and Barnabas were preachers, heralds of 
the Word of the Lord. The word “proclaimed” means to declare 
publically, to make known, to preach, or teach. It is the word for 
messenger or angel, but with a prefix on it that intensifies the word, 
emphasizing the seriousness and urgency of the message that was 
declared. Of course they were preaching the Word of God, which 
Paul received from both the Old Testament Scriptures and from 
Jesus Himself (Gal. 1:11-12).  
 
Expository preaching is the only method of preaching that 
accurately proclaims the whole counsel of God’s Word to the 
people of God. There are always those who reject expository 
preaching, but they are usually those who don’t want to get the 
necessary training that is needed to accurately interpret the Word 
of God or maybe they have the training, but don’t want to spend the 
time putting their sermons together. It is difficult to argue that 
another method of preaching is better than expository preaching, 
just as good as expository preaching, or even close to expository 
preaching. If the preacher doesn’t know what the main point of the 
passage is, what in the text modifies the main point, or how the text 
fits into the context; it is hard to argue that the method is better. In 
fact it is almost a certainty that the preacher will fail to communicate 
what the original author meant for his original audience to 
understand by what was written. I have listened to many non-
expository sermons, and a large majority of them failed to handle 
with precision the Word of truth.  
 
It would be well for many preachers to remember that they will incur 
a stricter judgment (James 3:1) or that it would be better for them to 
have a millstone tied around their neck and to be drowned in the 
sea than to lead one of God’s children astray (Lk. 17:2). All 
preachers will give an account to God for how they have 
shepherded God’s flock (Heb. 13:17), which includes preaching the 
Word of God (Heb. 13:7). Preaching is no light matter, it is one of 
the most important matters, for it is how people are saved and grow 
into Christ’s likeness. It is how Christ speaks to His church. It is 
how people get to know God, His character, will, and plan for the 
future. Untrained, shoddy preachers gag God, and worse, put 
words into God’s mouth He never said.  

 
3. Key texts from Acts 20:17-35 when the Ephesian elders visited 

Paul at Miletus 
 

a. Acts 20:20-21 how I did not shrink from declaring to you 
anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and 
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from house to house, solemnly testifying to both Jews and 
Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Notice the emphasis of Paul’s ministry was not committee 
meetings, not trying to “attract unbelievers” into the church, 
as if the church was a location or building, nor did he survey 
the children to Satan to see what they would like to 
experience in Christ’s Church. He was not consumed with 
building programs, or social events, or a million other good, 
but distracting things to one called to be a preacher of God’s 
Word. No, Paul preached, declared, proclaimed, and taught 
the Word of God both publicly and privately. He called all 
men to repent and believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ (Acts 
17:30-31). This is how he both founded and established 
churches. It is how the church at Ephesus became one of 
the most doctrinally fit churches in Asia Minor.  
 
Granted the church of Ephesus forgot their first love after a 
time (Rev. 2:1-7) and like many churches, eventually drifted 
away from the truth and had their lamp stand removed. But 
what keeps the lamp of Christ burning brightly in local 
churches is the faithful preaching and teaching of the Word 
of God which produces love from a pure heart, a good 
conscience, and a sincere faith (I Tim. 1:5). Jesus speaks to 
His church through the Word of God. Only expository 
preaching allows Jesus to speak clearly and 
comprehensively from the text of Scripture. Other methods 
may work to a degree, but always to a lesser degree.  
 
Much preaching today can be described as a preacher 
giving a moralism, an idea, a “thought for the day” rather 
than a clear look into a text of Scripture, interpreting that text 
within its context, and explaining the meaning and 
significance of the doctrines contained in the text and how 
they apply to believers today.  
 
We learn from Acts 20:20-21 that Paul was a bold preacher 
for he did not shrink back from declaring anything that was 
profitable. He boldly preached publicly and privately. 
Preaching was not a form of entertainment; and Paul 
describes his teaching and preaching as solemnly testifying. 
Preaching and teaching God’s Word is serious business 
because it incurs the highest accountability before God. And 
who did Paul boldly preach and testify to in a solemn way? 
Both Jews and Greeks, which means all men. It doesn’t 
matter what a person’s ethnicity is or their social standing, 
wealth, religion, or political commitments, everyone needs to 
hear the gospel clearly exposited.  
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b. Acts 20:24 But I do not consider my life of any account as 
dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify 
solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.  

 
Here Paul explains to the Ephesian elders that the course or 
purpose of his ministry was to testify solemnly of the gospel 
of the grace of God. Paul was called to preach, teach, 
declare, boldly proclaim the Word of God. Some of what he 
preached he received from the Old Testament Scriptures (I 
Tim. 3:15). He also preached from what he learned directly 
from Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11-2:1), and finally, he received 
direct revelation from God during the course of his ministry. 
But in every case, he preached the Word of God translating, 
interpreting, explaining, and applying God’s truth to their 
lives and hearts. We learn here what we learned from Acts 
20:21 above, preaching is a solemn task. This does not 
mean that there is no place for humor in preaching, but the 
overall tone of expository preaching should be a solemn 
declaration of truth from God. 

 
c. Acts 20:27 For I did not shrink from declaring to you the 

whole purpose of God.  
 

As already mentioned above, no preacher can exhaust the 
inexhaustible truth of God’s Word. The Scriptures are too 
deep and the preacher’s mind is too shallow. We can’t, for 
instance, preach through a book slow enough to extract 
everything that is there. Every time we preach a text, no 
matter how small, we leave out good truth that could be 
expounded upon. God has given us a well of water in His 
word that never runs dry.  
 
For example, if we were to preach on Jn. 11:35 “Jesus 
wept,” we could never exhaust the text. How many sermons 
could be preached on Jesus and His humanity, his 
compassion, suffering, love, etc.? No preacher could do it 
even in a lifetime. However, there is no other method of 
preaching, other than expository preaching, that deals with a 
text as thoroughly. Yes, an expository preacher may preach 
through a book quickly or slowly, but however he preaches, 
he always seeks to understand the text in its context so that 
Christ is able to speak from His Word, through the preacher, 
to the people of God. Preparing expository sermons while 
preaching through books of the Bible is the best method for 
declaring the whole purpose of God.  

 
d. Acts 20:31-32 Therefore be on the alert, remembering that 

night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to 
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admonish each one with tears. And now I commend you to 
God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 
up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified.  

 
This text is bulging with implications concerning expository 
preaching. Notice that Paul’s final words to the Ephesian 
elders are words that commend them, not to programs, not 
to entertainment, music styles, marketing techniques, etc., 
but to God’s Word, which Paul describes as the Word of His 
grace. Why does Paul refer to the Bible as the Word of His 
grace? Because the Bible is the primary means by which 
God’s grace flows to sinners.  
 
Paul also notes that God’s gracious Word builds people up 
in the faith and saves sinners so that they have an 
inheritance in heaven among all those who are sanctified or 
made holy through the preaching of the Word of God. It is 
jaw dropping to see how many churches are using worldly 
methods in an attempt to get “their churches” to grow in the 
Lord, to get people involved, to get them sharing their faith, 
to get them reading their Bibles, giving, serving, and praying. 
There is one primary, God sanctioned, God glorifying 
method for spiritual growth in “Jesus’ Church”—the 
preaching and teaching of the Word of God.  
 
Many churches can’t get their congregations to practice the 
basic disciplines of the Christian life because many don’t 
know the Lord! They have never been born again. They 
haven’t been transformed into new creatures in Christ. Thus 
the leadership has an impossible task trying to get a group of 
religious, self-professed Christians, who are still dead in their 
sins and devoid of the Spirit, to live for the Lord. It can’t 
happen. It will never happen. They must first be born again, 
but they will never be born again unless someone proclaims 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to them so they understand what 
the Bible says and means by what it says. Saving faith, Paul 
makes very clear, “comes from preaching the Word of Christ 
(Rom. 10:17). The gospel preached is the power of God for 
all who believe (Rom. 1:16). People are born again when the 
living and abiding Word of God is preached clearly and 
accurately (I Pet. 1:23).  
 
Everything in the Christian life from spiritual birth through the 
life long process of growing in Christ likeness comes from 
the faithful expository preaching of the Word of God. The 
degree to which preaching fails to meet God’s standards, is 
the degree to which a given congregation will fail to give 
glory to God. There are no faithful, strong, God glorifying 



www.drivennails.com ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- © Dr. Jack Hughes 

 21 

churches that are not clearly, faithfully, and comprehensively 
preaching and teaching the Word of God. This is why Paul’s 
finally words to the Ephesian elders was to remind them of 
how he ministered the Word of God to them, and to 
commend them to God and the Word of His grace.  

 
 
III. THE CHURCH SURVIVES BY EXPOSITORY PREACHING 
 

A. Mt. 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.” 

 
Matthew’s “great commission” is a call to practice expository preaching. 
Disciples are made through the preaching and teaching of the Word of 
God (Rom. 10:17). Not only that, once a person comes to Christ they must 
be taught to observe all that Jesus commanded. This happens in the 
context of the local church, primarily through expository preaching.  
 

B. Eph. 4:11-13 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping 
of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of 
Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ.  

 
Notice that apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers are 
different categories of people given by the Lord, to the church, to exposit 
the Word of God to others. All of these gifts and callings include being 
preachers of God’s Word. Notice what isn’t in the list that is often 
emphasized today in so many churches.  
 
Paul tells us, it is through expository preaching that believers in the church 
are equipped for the work of service. You want those in your local church 
to get saved, start serving, giving, reading their Bibles, praying, 
evangelizing, etc.? Then practice expository preaching and teaching. 
Relentlessly keep the Word of God clearly and accurately explained 
before them so that Christ can minister to His flock, through you, the 
preacher or teacher of God’s Word. It is all quite simple—healthy churches 
are churches that emphasize expository preaching and teaching.  
 
Yet how many churches today emphasize music, and drama, and skits, 
and props, and have “arts ministries,” and announcements, but have very 
little, if any, expository preaching. Do you see anything in the Bible about 
making sure there are drama, skits, announcements, or an “arts ministry?” 
I haven’t come across any texts in my Bible. I am not saying that all of 
these things are bad, but I am saying that Jesus Christ tells us what He 
wants in His church and we dare not neglect what He commands for what 
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is optional. We dare not major on what is not even mentioned in the Bible, 
to the exclusion or neglect of what is frequently commanded. Christians 
need to have the Word of Christ richly dwelling in them and part of how 
that happens is to have consistent and frequent exposure to biblical 
exposition.  
 
During the English reformation, in 1662, over 2000 faithful men of God 
were denied licenses to preach in their churches because they would not 
conform to a state prescribed liturgy that was mingled with the dross of 
Roman Catholic superstition, false doctrine, and the Apocrypha. Yet this 
apparently sad turn of events was used by God in a huge way to bless the 
church ever since. Those preachers who could not preach in their 
churches on Sunday morning were allowed to “lecture” people during the 
week, which was nothing other than expository preaching by a different 
name. All during the week, at different places all over London, faithful men 
of God could be heard expounding on the Scriptures. The infusion and 
escalation of expository preaching into and around London, radically 
transformed society.  
 
People were being saved and many would take breaks from work during 
the week to hear God’s Word preached. The result of daily expository 
preaching is that the Christians of that era became the most biblically 
literate society in the history of the World. Not only that, but the preachers, 
having been removed from their churches, wrote many books that would 
have otherwise never been written. These books were published, read, 
and circulated widely. In fact they are still around today and we have 
publishers like Soli Deo Gloria, Banner of Truth, Christian Focus, Pilgrim’s 
Press, and others who are committed to keeping those same Puritan 
books available to the public today.  
 
What we learn from this is that when there is the greatest amount of 
expository preaching there are the greatest number of conversions, an 
increase in biblical literacy, and increased holiness in how Christians live 
their lives. It has always been that way and it will always be that way. In 
the past, God has given prophets and apostles to preach the Word. Today 
He is still giving evangelists, pastors, and teachers to preach the Word of 
God so that the saints can be built up in their faith and become like Jesus. 

 
C. I Tim. 3:15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one 

ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 

  
Here Paul gives his thematic verse in his first letter to Timothy. Paul 
installed Timothy as the primary pastor-teacher in the church at Ephesus. 
This text is critical because it lets us know that the church, which Paul 
refers to as “the household of God” is the pillar and support of the truth. 
We all know that pillars hold things up. The word support might also be 
translated foundation or buttress. Both words speak of those things that 
hold up other things. The point being made by Paul is that the entire 
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church, the household of God, exists to hold up, support, lift high the truth 
of God’s Word. This is why expository preaching is absolutely necessary. 
Expository preaching is the best method of preaching because it is the 
only method that fulfills the purpose of the church as a truth bearing entity.  
 

D. Heb. 13:7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to 
you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

 
Here the author of Hebrews, in his closing remarks, exhorts his readers to 
imitate the faith of those who led you and who spoke the Word of God to 
you. Many things are implied in this text.  
 

a. Godly leaders are by definition faithful preachers of the Word of 
God.  
 
b. Godly leaders are qualified by setting an example of faithful 
preaching of the Word of God.  
 
c. The way godly leaders lead and shepherd the church is through 
the faithful preaching of the Word of God.  
 
d. The church should strive to imitate the faith of those who, by 
faithful preaching of the Word, have grown into mature believers and 
become preachers and teachers of God’s Word.  

 
Leading according to the Word of God is the great necessity of godly 
leadership. Church leaders, who lead by pragmatism, lead by seeking to 
please men, lead in hypocrisy, or ungodliness are not examples to follow. 
They are not even qualified to be leaders in Christ’s Church. It is through 
expository preaching that faithful leaders are born, made, matured, and 
replicated in the church. We are to imitate the faith and practice of faithful 
preachers and teachers of God’s Word. 

 
 
IV. SINNERS ARE SAVED BY EXPOSITORY PREACHING  
 

A. Luke 8:11-12 Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. Those 
beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and 
takes away the word from their heart, so that they will not believe and be 
saved.  

 
Here Jesus is explaining the parable of the soils. Notice that the seed that 
is to be sown in the field of the world is the Word of God. Faithful 
preachers preach in such a way that the Word of God is heard and sown 
in people’s hearts. Notice also that it is through preaching that people 
believe and are saved. The devil knows this and that is why he has raised 
up an army of preachers who don’t preach the Word of God or preach 
very little of the Word of God. Most preachers read a verse and then say 
what they want to say. This is a far cry from reading a verse, explaining its 
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context, interpreting it in light of its context, grammar, and syntax so that 
people understand what God through the original author said and meant 
by what he said.  
 
The faithful preacher, as Walt Kaiser is famous for reminding his students, 
keeps his finger in the text. You should hear the familiar ring of “look at our 
text,” “look at verse . . .,” “turn in your Bibles to . . .,” “notice what Paul is 
saying in verse . . .,” in any sermon worth listening to. Expository 
preaching is the kind of preaching that constantly refers people to the text 
of Scripture.  
 
A constant focus on the Word of God is what Satan does not like, which 
means it is what we should like. Satan snatches away truth, which comes, 
not from the preacher, but from the Word of God declared through 
preaching. It is expository preaching of the Word that Satan fears more 
than any other thing, for he knows God’s Word saves and sanctifies 
sinners. Satan also knows how God’s truth both exposes and destroys 
Satan’s lies and deceptions.  
 
Satan has been remarkably successful at keeping God’s Word out of the 
mouths of most preachers. Yes, they may read a text, but after that it is all 
the preachers thoughts and none of God’s, all worldly wisdom, and no 
wisdom from above, all of the flesh, but none of the Spirit. Thus no one is 
saved and no one is sanctified. People are allowed to be religious and 
happily walk towards the precipice of hell on the broad way that 
supposedly leads to heaven, but does not!  
 
One more observation from Lk. 8:11-12, which I mentioned earlier, but is 
worth mentioning again. Since Satan is snatching away the Word of God 
faithfully preached, this implies that if we want people to be saved and 
grow in the Lord, we must keep on preaching and teaching the Word of 
God, re-sowing the seed of God’s Word into the hearts of men. 
 

B. I Cor. 1:18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 
In this text Paul is reminding the Corinthians how they came to saving faith 
in Jesus Christ and what method he used to evangelizing the Corinthians 
in order to establish the church at Corinth. Paul preached the Word of the 
Cross, which is one of Paul’s synonyms for the gospel. It might be argued 
that all methods of preaching contain some truth from God’s Word and 
some dross from the preacher, and this is to be admitted. However, some 
methods contain more of the Word of God and less dross than others. The 
method that sticks closest to the Scriptures is expository preaching. This is 
why expository preaching is a necessity.  
 
Notice also that Paul reminds us that the gospel is the power of God. This 
is the same thing Paul teaches us in Rom. 1:16 and why he was not 
ashamed of the gospel. The gospel is the message that God has chosen 



www.drivennails.com ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- © Dr. Jack Hughes 

 25 

to instill with His very own power through the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
(Heb. 4:12). The power of God contained in the Word of God is why it is 
able to perform its work in those who believe (I Thess. 2:13).  
 
Think of the Word of God as a certain type of explosive, lets say TNT. 
Now one gram of TNT is going to create less of an explosion than a 
kilogram of TNT. The more explosives you use, the greater the explosion. 
In a similar way, the preacher who gives his people the most truth gives 
the Holy Spirit more “explosives” to work with in their hearts and the 
preacher can expect a greater impact from his sermons. This is not to say 
that God is limited in what He can do, even with the smallest amount of 
truth, but it is to say that the power of God is contained in the Word of 
God, and the preacher who delivers the Word of God most faithfully, 
clearly, and comprehensively is the preacher who is delivering more of 
“the power of God.” He can expect to see God work in greater ways. 
History has and continues to bear this out beyond all attestation.  

 
C. I Cor. 15:1-4 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I 

preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2 by 
which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to 
you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures,  

 
Here in the latter part of I Corinthians, Paul is defending the doctrine of the 
resurrection. He goes back to what he majored on in the latter part of 
chapter 1 and in chapter 2, namely how he led the Corinthians to the Lord. 
It was not through worldly arguments, scientific evidences, philosophical 
wrangling, rock concerts, or giving them what they wanted. Paul preached 
repentance from sin and faith in a Messiah who was crucified for the sins 
of man, buried, and resurrected on the third day. That simple message, 
which is absent from the vast majority of pulpits in the world today, is the 
message Paul faithfully preached. Why? Because preaching the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is attested by the power of God. The Holy Spirit then, working 
through the Word of God, causes some to receive, stand upon, and be 
saved through the gospel message preached.  
 
Though there might be rare instances when the gospel is not present at 
some place in a sermon, it should be the rare occasion and never the 
norm. Some churches have very well trained and educated expository 
preachers who faithfully preach the Word of God. However, they assume 
that everyone listening to them is already saved. They preach and preach 
but often see little or no conversions to Christ. The reason is simple; they 
aren’t preaching of the gospel. When the gospel is absent, conversions 
are for the most part absent. Yes, God has used some strange texts to 
save sinners, but never apart from the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel 
is “THE” only power of God there is for “ALL” who believe (Rom. 1:16; I 
Cor. 1:18). Notice Paul says the gospel he preached was according to the 
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Scriptures. Why? Because the truth that saves and sanctifies is always 
according to the Scriptures. It is never according to the word or will of 
man. The Bible must be preached and every message must be derived 
according to the Scriptures. This is what God commands and why 
expository preaching is necessary.  
 

D. I Tim. 4:16 Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere 
in these things, for as you do this you will ensure salvation both for 
yourself and for those who hear you.  

 
This text, like the text above, shows that teaching and preaching the Word 
of God is what saves sinners, including the preacher. The preacher even 
delivers himself, saving himself from judgment, by obeying God’s 
instruction to preach the Word in the way God prescribes. The context 
makes it clear that Paul is talking about expository preaching (see 
discussion of vs. 13 above). Thus a preacher who desires to see his 
church grow through converts, holiness, and Christ likeness, is the church 
whose preacher pays close attention to himself, his walk with the Lord, 
and how he preaches and teaches the Word of God. He seeks to craft 
clear, accurate, and engaging expository sermons that expose the 
meaning of the biblical text to others. In order to achieve this goal, the 
preacher must persevere through hardship in preaching the Word of God.  
 
The fact that there is hardship implies that there will always be opposition 
to biblical preaching that gives glory to God. Satan will launch his greatest 
and most relentless attacks against those preachers who faithfully preach 
God’s truth. He will raise up professing Christians who are actually his 
children to slander, gossip about, and seek to discredit the faithful 
preacher. This is why faithful preachers must persevere in their preaching. 
Satan will tempt, oppose, ridicule, castigate, discourage, and persecute 
every faithful preacher to one degree or another for preaching the Word of 
God. But still, every preacher must preach!  

 
E. II Tim. 3:15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings 

which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.  

 
This text appears after Paul lists a great number of sins in chapter 3 that 
will be exemplified by society and even apostate churches in the latter 
days, the days in which we now live. Paul reminds Timothy of how he 
himself escaped being led into the sins of the world while growing up. His 
faithful mother and grandmother taught him the Word of God (Psa. 
119:11). They explained, taught, and modeled the Scriptures before 
Timothy so that Timothy eventually came to saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
Point being, Timothy, like all who believe, came to faith in Jesus Christ 
through the Scriptures. This is why expository preaching is a must, it puts 
the Scriptures before sinners that they might be saved and grow in grace. 
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F. I Pet. 1:23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable 
but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God.  

 
Peter reminds us of what we have seen over and over again, people are 
born again through the living and enduring Word of God. As we have also 
seen, it is the gospel message contained in the Word of God that saves 
sinners. In John 3 Jesus speaks to Nicodemus the Pharisee and makes it 
very clear that if anyone desires to enter the kingdom of God he must be 
born again. Here, Peter explains in more detail that the mechanism God 
has chosen to cause sinners to be born again is the Word of God. The 
reason is that the Word of God is living and enduring (Isa. 40:8; Heb. 
4:12). 
 
If you are looking for a local church to attend, a good test is to listen for 
the gospel being preached. You should hear the clear message of 
salvation proclaimed on a regular and ongoing basis. This is not because 
we should read the gospel into every text, or read Jesus into every text, or 
make every sermon an hour-long gospel presentation, but as a rule we 
should include the gospel in every sermon. The reason is quite simple. 
There are always sheep and goats, wheat and tares in every local church.  
 
Keep in mind that worship services are for believers, for only believers can 
worship God (Rom. 8:5-8). However, there are in every congregation 
those who do not know Christ and the only way they can be saved is by 
hearing the gospel preached. Some know they are lost and some are 
deceived into thinking they are Christians when they are not. These 
people all need the same thing, the gospel.  
 
No one can “grow in the Lord” until they are in the Lord. So in the course 
of preaching to believers, every preacher must realize that all the 
unbelievers present need something else, the gospel. When it gets to 
applying the text being preached to the lives of believers, the preacher 
might say, “Now if you do not know Christ . . .” and preach the gospel, 
explaining that unbelievers can’t glorify Christ, until they are in Christ.  
 
The preacher might also insert the gospel at the front end of the sermon 
before letting everyone know that the sermon will be directed at believers. 
Or maybe the preacher will insert the gospel at the end of the sermon or 
even in the closing prayer. Whatever the case may be, every preacher 
must regularly and faithfully preach the gospel. If he is faithful to do what 
the Word of God instructs in this manner, God will draw unbelievers to 
church that they might hear the gospel, believe, and be saved. When 
preaching to believers to equip them for the work of the ministry, a faithful 
preacher will ever be mindful that unbelievers are present, and 
somewhere, before, in the middle of, or after the message preach the 
gospel in a clear enough way that someone might come to saving faith in 
Jesus Christ.  
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V. BELIEVERS ARE SANCTIFIED BY EXPOSITORY PREACHING  
 

A. I Thess. 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you 
received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as 
the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also 
performs its work in you who believe.  

 
We have addressed this many times already so my comments will be 
brief. Here Paul lets us know that the Word of God is what performs its 
work in those who believe. Expository preaching is that method of 
preaching that brings the believer face to face with the greatest amount of 
truth in the most accurate way. This is why expository preaching is a 
necessity in every church.  
 

B. II Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of 
God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 
Finally, we see here in the text that follows (II Tim. 4:1-4), Paul’s reminder 
to Timothy of how he was brought to saving faith through the Old 
Testament Scriptures, that the Word of God is not only valuable to save, 
but also to sanctify or make the believer more like Christ, holy, and 
separated from sin. Paul wants Timothy, and all pastors and preachers of 
the Word, to be reminded that all Scripture is inspired or God breathed. All 
Scripture has spiritual truth contained in it and therefore all Scripture is 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 
righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for 
every good work.  
 
Notice that this text focuses on the spiritual nutrition of leaders in the 
church. The phrase man of God is a synonym for preachers of the Word. 
The preacher needs to remember that the entire counsel of God’s Word is 
full of spiritual nutrition for the preacher’s own life, and that in feeding his 
own soul, he will then be equipped to shepherd God’s flock.  
 
In Paul’s first letter to Timothy, in I Tim. 4, Paul warns Timothy of false 
teachers and then has an extended section on how to be an excellent 
minister of Christ Jesus, which we covered above. But it all starts with a 
commitment to feed one’s own soul on the Word of God. This is why he 
goes on to describe the excellent minister in I Tim. 4:6 as one who is 
constantly nourished upon the words of the faith and sound doctrine, and 
in vs. 7 one who needs to discipline themselves for the purpose of 
godliness, and in vs. 10 laboring and striving in the truth, and in vs. 13 
giving attention to the public reading of Scripture, teaching, and 
exhortation, which we already covered above as a key text on expository 
preaching. In vs. 14 Paul exhorts Timothy not to neglect his spiritual gift of 
preaching. In vs. 15 he calls upon Timothy to take pains with preaching 
and be absorbed in preaching, and finally in vs. 16 to pay close attention 
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to and persevere in feeding himself from the Word so he is fit to preach to 
others.  
 
What all of this leads up to is the necessity of expository preaching. Yes, 
there are other kinds of preaching that can be done, preaching that 
communicates some truth, but there is no better method than expository 
preaching. There is no method that delivers the highest volume of truth in 
the most accurate way, allowing Christ to speak to His Church.  
 
 

VI. WHY MOST PREACHERS AREN’T EXPOSITORY PREACHERS  
  

Having been in the ministry for over twenty-five years I have spent a lot of time 
talking to men about preaching. I have always wondered why some men who feel 
called to be preachers and are good communicators, don’t feel the need to get 
the training they need to preach God’s Word with accuracy. Some act as if a 
quickly assembled shallow sermon is good enough. Others practice preaching 
great doctrine, but from the wrong texts. Still others want to be biblical expositors, 
but they really don’t know how to put an expository sermon together. As I have 
listened to these men I have come to some conclusions as to why most 
preachers aren’t expository preachers.   
 
A. They don’t know what expository preaching is. There are many definitions 

of expository preaching floating around out there and many want to be 
thought of as expository preachers, even though they are not sure what it 
means to be a Bible expositor. They don’t practice expository preaching, 
because they think they are expository preachers, even though they don’t 
know what it is or how to construct an expository sermon.  

  
B. Others don’t know how to craft and preach an expository sermon. Some 

preachers know what expository preaching is, but it all seems way to 
technical and difficult. They know that it takes a lot of training to become a 
biblical expositor. They don’t have that training and so are unable to 
practice expository preaching.  

  
C. Some understand what expository preaching is but they feel it is too much 

work. If they don’t have the training, they are unwilling to sacrifice what it 
takes to be the greatest blessing they can be to Christ’s church and obey 
the Scriptures concerning their calling. I’ve always wondered about 
preachers like this. They wouldn’t hire a plumber to work on their house 
who didn’t have proper training, and yet they are trying to perform the 
most important calling in the world, a calling that brings with it stricter 
judgment and scary warnings, and yet they go on content at never getting 
the training they need to do what God has gifted and called them to do. I 
once did some pulpit fill for a small Baptist church that was almost dead. I 
discovered that the former pastor had preached 20-minute sermons for 17 
years! Only one sermon a week, and he purchased his Bible studies! Yet 
he was paid a full time salary. The twenty-five older people who came 
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every Sunday, who didn’t want to change, were the fruit his preaching 
ministry. God save us from such a ministry! 

  
D. Others may know what expository preaching is, and possibly even how to 

do it, but they have come to believe that expository preaching is too 
boring, technical, or too divisive. First, let me state with definitive certainty, 
that expository preaching isn’t boring or too technical, although it is 
divisive in a God glorifying way. There are many Bible expositors that are 
crystal clear, engaging, interesting, and who make even the most complex 
doctrines clear and easy to understand. The problem is not with the 
method, but with the preacher. It is possible to craft a boring, technical 
expository sermon, yet you can also craft a boring, technical non-
expository sermon as well. 
 
As far as being divisive, yes, truth divides. Truth, by its nature creates 
antithesis. It can’t be avoided. If something is true, then by logical 
inference every other position that contradicts it is false. Two antithetical 
truths cannot both be true. Jesus claimed to be, “The Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.” That statement by Jesus, given in Jn. 14:6, is a very “narrow” 
statement. It is a narrow statement to say as Peter preached Jesus in Acts 
4:12, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name given 
among men by which we must be saved.” No other person can save you. 
Mohamed can’t save you, Allah can’t save you, Buddha can’t save you, a 
Jesus who isn’t’ God or who didn’t rise from the dead can’t save you 
either, nor can any other person. There is only one person who can save 
you, Jesus Christ, fully God and fully man, born of a virgin, crucified for the 
sins of men, and risen from the dead, and no other! Truth is narrow and 
because of that truth is divisive.  
 
Every preacher would do well to consider what Jesus said in Mt. 10:34-36, 
“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. “For I came to SET A MAN AGAINST HIS FATHER, 
AND A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER 
MOTHER-IN-LAW; and A MAN’S ENEMIES WILL BE THE MEMBERS OF HIS 
HOUSEHOLD.” Jesus, the Prince of peace, came in one sense to divide 
people. Expository preaching of the Word of God causes people to either 
follow Christ or not follow Christ. Those who follow Christ want to submit 
to and obey Jesus as their Lord. Those who reject Christ as Lord and 
Savior don’t want to submit to Christ and therefore are opposed to Jesus 
being their Lord, Master, and King. This causes division even in families. 
This is what the expository preaching of the gospel causes to happen. 
Men are forced to choose or reject Christ and the truth of His Word. 
Faithful preaching will always cause division.  
 
But faithful preaching also causes unity among those who are truly saved. 
You hear a great bit of noise these days from the world crying out for 
tolerance as some great social good, by which they mean, “Let us spout 
our worldly opinions, but you Christians remain silent, keep your truth and 
your gospel out of our government, out of our society, out of our science, 
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and out of the public schools. Sure, hide in your religious huddles and say 
what you want, but keep quiet in public so we can speak our lies.” You can 
be sure than any faithful preacher of God’s Word is going to cause division 
in a world like the one in which we live.  
 
And this brings us to an often misunderstood doctrine, the doctrine of unity 
in the church. Many want to have unity in the church, and that is a good 
thing, as God wants us to maintain the spirit of unity in the bond of peace 
(Eph. 4:3). Yet what many mean by that and what the Bible teaches about 
biblical unity is completely different. People who love to quote Eph. 4:3, 
often never quote the definition of biblical unity in the following context. 
Eph. 4:3 is the exhortation to maintain unity in the church, but vss. 4-6 
describe what kind of unity is to be maintained. Let me show you from the 
Scriptures that biblical unity is not tolerating diversity in doctrine, but being 
united in doctrine.  
 

Eph. 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.  
 
I Cor. 1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.  
 
Phil. 2:1-4 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there 
is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any 
affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the 
same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 
purpose. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 
humility of mind regard one another as more important than 
yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, 
but also for the interests of others.  

 
 
Did you see what biblical unity is? Being of the same mind, same 
judgment, united around the one common faith. Many man-pleasing 
preachers adopt a worldly definition of unity. Therefore they fail to preach, 
as God requires, seeking to avoid division at all costs. They forget that 
Jesus calls them to divide people with the sword of the Spirit. Yes, we 
need to strive for biblical unity, which is a unity that seeks to get everyone 
believing the same truth, same doctrine, and hold to the same faith. This 
only happens when the Word of God is relentlessly preached and taught.  

  
E. Still others don’t practice expository preaching because they don’t feel like 

they have enough time to preach expositional messages. This can be a 
real problem. Often churches get used to sermonettes from one preacher 
and eventually he leaves and a Bible expositor arrives. The church is used 
to non-expository, miniature sermons, with a moralism attached. This 
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creates an expectation that is very different from what it take to be an 
expository preacher. It is very difficult to have an opening statement, 
explain the background and context of a text, read the text, look at and 
interpret a text, develop the doctrines of a text, illustrate and apply those 
doctrines to the lives of people and preach the gospel in a few minutes. It 
is like trying to stuff an elephant into a thimble. It just doesn’t work. This is 
why preachers must be clear when speaking to prospective churches that 
in order to preach as God instructs, it is going to take some time.  

 
Usually you can count on about 15 minutes for opening statement, 
background, context, gospel, and conclusion. Then for each point 
extracted from the text, you need about 15 minutes. This means if you are 
going to preach a three-point sermon, you need about 1 hour. Granted, if 
you preach a one or two point sermon, and you have an hour, it gives you 
more time to develop the doctrines, illustrate, and apply the text. If you 
have 45 minutes you can crush in to that time slot a three point expository 
sermon, but you will have to really move along and in the end, people may 
not fully grasp and retain the truths being taught as you don’t have enough 
time to illustrate and give application. Preachers who find themselves in 
churches that want to crush the entire service into one hour so they can 
“get church over with” would be wise to stick to the gospel until more 
people are saved. Then once those new converts start begging for more 
truth, increase the service times to include longer sermons.  

  
F. Finally, some preachers don’t have proper study resources to prepare 

expository sermons—out of all the excuses for not being an expository 
preacher, this one is the most legitimate. Some preachers in some parts of 
the world don’t have proper study resources. Their churches don’t buy 
them what to need to prepare sermons that will nourish their souls. 
Imagine going to a doctor who only had cotton swabs to help you get 
better. You wouldn’t be satisfied with a physician armed with mere cotton 
swabs. Yet many churches place a very low priority on the physician God 
has called to cure them of their spiritual diseases. Churches need to get 
the best of everything for their preachers, for nothing is more important for 
their own spiritual health, than to have a well trained, well equipped 
preacher who has the resources he needs to get at the truths of God’s 
Word in his study, so he can preach those truths from his pulpit.  
  

Concluding remarks 
Expository preaching is not for the lazy, for men who want to take by-path meadow, or 
for wimps. It is not for those who are eager to be up front without first being long behind 
the scenes preparing to be up front. Jesus spent 3 years training the disciples for 
ministry. Surely wisdom suggests that we should spend at least that much time being 
equipped to preach God’s Word. Every preacher needs training in Bible content, 
theology, hermeneutics, exegesis, and exposition. Every preacher will stand before God 
and give an account for how he has shepherded Christ’s flock, which He purchased with 
His own blood. It is time for untrained preachers to get the training they need to handle 
accurately the Word of Truth and to engage their people with the whole counsel of 
God’s Word through expository preaching. Drivennails.com exists for that purpose.  


