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Hermeneutics is the field of study that seeks to define principles for studying the Bible in 
the most objective way. Let me dissect that sentence for you a bit. Hermeneutics is 
derived from a Greek word that means to interpret or explain. This is why the word 
hermeneutics is used to describe the science and art of biblical interpretation. 
Hermeneutics is a science because the principles used for Bible study are fixed. 
Hermeneutics is also an art because the interpreter needs to decide what principles of 
interpretation to use on a given biblical text, the order they should be used, and the 
weight they should give to each principle. The application of hermeneutical principles to 
a text is called exegesis (see “Expository Preaching And Exegesis” for a fuller 
discussion).  
 
Imagine hiring a plumber to remove the old steel water pipes in your house in order to 
replace them with state of the art plastic pipe. However, when the plumber arrives, you 
discover he has no tools except for a pencil in his pocket. It is immediately apparent that 
you hired the wrong plumber. You know he can’t accomplish your job armed with only a 
pencil. This is how it is with many Bible students. They don’t have any tools for 
interpreting the Bible. Ask them what their system of hermeneutics is and they give you 
a blank stare. Why? Because they don’t have any hermeneutical principles in their Bible 
study toolbox. They might be able to come up with the most common hermeneutical 
principal, context, but like a plumber armed with only a pencil, one Bible study principle 
isn’t enough if you want to be an expository preacher.   
 
You can’t accurately interpret the Bible without a good selection of interpretive 
principles. This is not to say that a person with no training in hermeneutics can’t extract 
truth from the biblical text. You can learn much by reading, meditating, and observing 
Bible texts. However, you can’t be an expository preacher unless you have a good 
selection of Bible study principles at your disposal and knowledge of how to use them. 
Yes, there are great doctrines sitting on the surface of the biblical text like golden 
nuggets laying on the surface of the ground. But the fact is that most gold is found 
buried deep in the earth and you need tools to get to it. You can extract some truth from 
merely reading the text, but you need hermeneutical tools to help you get to richest ore.  
 
Because expository preaching requires interpreting God’s Word accurately, expository 
preaching requires knowledge of how to study the Bible. I will eventually have some 
lessons posted on www.drivennails.com for how to study the Bible. For now understand 
that if you are going to be an expository preacher you need a biblical text and the 
necessary interpretive tools to accurately extract the truth in that text.  


