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PREPARING AND TEACHING 

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDIES 
Teaching Inductive Bible Studies pt. 2 

Lesson #6  
 
 
In the previous lesson we started to discuss how to teach an inductive Bible study. We 
discussed many aspects of preparation before the study, the helpful use of openers, 
background, how to guide people through the study questions, and how to deal with 
some common problems and difficulties encountered when teaching. In this lesson we 
want to address some of the teaching techniques you can employ to be a better teacher 
and how to find application from the text you are teaching.  
 
 
I. HELPFUL TEACHING TECHNIQUES 
  

A. Tell them what you are going to study, study it with them, then tell them 
what you discovered in your study. When you teach it is good to tell them 
what you are going to teach them in summary form at the beginning of your 
study. This is usually done in the opening comments or in an introductory 
paragraph. Take them through the study and lead them to discover what you 
told them you would discover. At the end of the study, summarize the main 
lessons learned in the study. By doing this you expose people to the truth at 
least three times, which helps them both understand and remember what they 
have studied.  

  
B. Maintain eye contact. Studies have shown that those who sit directly across 

from the teacher learn more. The reason for this is that eye contact helps 
engage people’s attention and interest. For this reason you must work at 
looking at everyone, even those who may be sitting right next to you. Work at 
looking around and making eye contact with everyone in the group. When you 
look at people it mildly puts them on the spot, provoking them to listen 
carefully, which increases their ability to both hear, understand, and 
remember what is being taught.  

 
C. Illustrate, illustrate, illustrate. Illustration is important. People learn better 

by comparison and illustrations compare what people are familiar with to the 
truths in the text which they may not be familiar with. Illustrations or word 
pictures can come in many shapes and sizes such as: stories, current events, 
similes (what something is “like”), metaphors (I am the door, blind guides of 
the blind, etc.), cross references, historical events, current events, parables, 
etc. A good place to go to see how truth might be illustrated is the Bible. The 
Psalms and Proverbs, teachings of Christ and the apostles are loaded with 
figures of speech. Make it a habit to illustrate every point and application. A 
rule of thumb is the more difficult a truth to understand, the more illustrations 
should be used to make it clear and understandable.  
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D. Appeal to their experiences, imagination, and senses. Phrases like, “Have 
you ever had. . . happen to you?,” or “imagine what it would be like to . . .,” or 
“have you ever felt, seen, smelled, touched, tasted. . .” These kinds of 
questions engage people’s minds. It causes them to reach into their memory 
and recall things they have personally experienced or things that they can 
readily imagine. Appeals to experiences, imagination and senses help 
maintain people’s attention and increase memory retention. Notice in the 
paragraph below how Charles Spurgeon uses experience, imagination, and 
senses to engage his audience. 

 

It is pleasant to pass over a country after a storm has spent itself; to smell 
the freshness of the herbs after the rain has passed away, and to note the 
drops while they glisten like purest diamonds in the sunlight. That is the 
position of a Christian. He is going through a land where the storm has 
spent itself upon his Savior's head, and if there be a few drops of sorrow 
falling, they distill from clouds of mercy, and Jesus cheers him by the 
assurance that they are not for his destruction. But how terrible it is to 
witness the approach of a tempest: to note the forewarnings of the storm; 
to mark the birds of heaven as they droop their wings; to see the cattle as 
they lay their heads low in terror; to discern the face of the sky as it grows 
black, and look to the sun which shines not, and the heavens which are 
angry and frowning! How terrible to await the dread advance of a 
hurricane -- such as occurs, sometimes, in the tropics -- to wait in terrible 
apprehension till the wind shall rush forth in fury, tearing up trees from 
their roots, forcing rocks from their pedestals, and hurling down all the 
dwelling-places of man! And yet, sinner, this is your present position. No 
hot drops have as yet fallen, but a shower of fire is coming. No terrible 
winds howl around you, but God's tempest is gathering its dread artillery. 
As yet the water-floods are dammed up by mercy, but the flood-gates shall 
soon be opened: the thunderbolts of God are yet in his storehouse, but lo! 
the tempest hastens, and how awful shall that moment be when God, 
robed in vengeance, shall march forth in fury! Where, where, where, O 
sinner, will you hide your head, or where will you flee? O that the hand of 
mercy may now lead you to Christ! He is freely set before you in the 
gospel: his riven side is the rock of shelter. You know your need of him; 
believe in him, cast yourself upon him, and then the fury shall be overpast 
for ever.1 

 
E. Teach with energy, conviction, and passion. There is no premium for 

teachers who put their students to sleep. Who wants to attend a Bible study 
where people are all nodding and yawning and struggling to stay awake? No 
one! Ask yourself, “What kind of teachers do I like?” Do you like the teachers 
who seem to have been reincarnated from three-toed sloths? Do you like 
teachers who always teach as if they are at a funeral? Do you like teachers 
who teach as if they are missing half their blood? Do you like teachers who 
make you wonder if they even believe what they are trying to teach you? No! 
People like teachers who are passionate. Who have zeal. Who are clearly 

                                                 
1 Charles Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, Feb. 25th. 
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convinced that they are teaching the most wonderful life changing truths 
which they have ever had the pleasure of digging up from the treasure 
grounds of God’s Word. People need to be able to see in your countenance, 
hear in your voice, observe by your actions that you are convinced that what 
you are teaching them is of the utmost importance. They need to be swept 
away by your passion and zeal. If asked by someone else, “Do you think that 
teacher believes what he or she is saying?” They should hear them reply, “I 
am quite sure they would die for the truth they are teaching.” Dr. Howard 
Hendricks says, “If you want your students to bleed, then you have to 
hemorrhage first, so cut the jugular.”  

  
F. Ask rhetorical questions. Rhetorical questions are wonderful teaching tools. 

They require a mental response from the students and even though they don’t 
answer verbally, they engage the minds of your students causing them to 
think. This helps them pay attention, understand, and remember what was 
taught. Rhetorical questions can be like those mentioned above under the 
section dealing with “Appealing to imagination, experiences, and senses.” Or 
they can be used to ask a question with an obvious implied answer or a 
personal response from the listeners. “Do you ever have a hard time 
praying?,” might be an example of a rhetorical question. When you are 
reading the Bible notice how rhetorical questions are used. For example, in 
Lk. 14:5 & 28 Jesus asks, “Which one of you will have a son or an ox fall into 
a well, and will not immediately pull him out on a Sabbath day?” or vs. 28, 
“For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down 
and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it?  

 
Questions like these engage people’s minds and help hold their attention 
which increases their understanding and remembrance.  

 
 
II. FINDING APPLICATION FROM THE TEXT2 
  

Every teacher at times struggles with trying to find application from the text. In 
some passages the application is clear but in other texts it is very elusive. As the 
teacher you need to know how the text applies before you teach the study. Now 
you may not be able to figure out all the application in any given text but you 
should understand some of it. Yet it is at this very point that many teachers 
struggle. They can tell you what the text says and what the text means, but then 
they often struggle to find how the text applies. Often they have a fear of abusing 
the text because the specific application is not always mentioned in the passage. 
Listed below are some of the techniques you can employ to find application from 
the text. 

 
A. First, remember the difference between observation, interpretation, 

principles, and application. Most teachers find observation fairly easy. The 

                                                 
2 For more information on this particular subject see: “Finding Application for New Testament 

Believers in Old Testament Texts” the last lesson in the “How to Study The Bible” series at 
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next step is interpretation. Interpreting can be easy or very difficult. 
Interpretation seeks to discover what is meant by the observable data in the 
text. So though the interpretation may be difficult to arrive at, at least the 
teacher has the concrete data in the text to work with.  

 
1. After interpreting the text, it is then necessary to discover the timeless 

principles from the interpretation. This is what makes many teachers feel 
uneasy. The reason is that the principles derived from a text might not be 
directly observable in the text. In other words, principles are often implied 
in the text or arrived at by implication but often are not directly stated. Yet, 
once you arrive at a principle your students should be able to understand 
how it came from the text. They should be able to say, “Yes, I see how 
you got that from this text.” 

 
2. Application then comes from attaching real life situations to the principles 

discovered in the text. Specific applications are rarely observable from the 
text. For instance, the sixth commandment says, “don’t murder” and the 
principle is “don’t murder” but the application is “don’t murder with a gun, 
or an ax, or poison.” Notice that the specific application examples are not 
mentioned in the text. The text says nothing about guns, axes, or poison. 
This is why the teacher must work at finding timeless principles in the text 
first before jumping to application. Many Bible teachers skip interpreting 
and deriving principles from the text and they jump to personal examples 
of application “what it means to me.” This leads people to read into the 
text application, which God never put there. Application also becomes 
suspect if people can’t see how it is derived from the text. If people can’t 
see how the application comes from the text, then the teacher becomes 
the authority rather than the Word of God. Make sure they are able to see 
how the text produced the application. So finding application comes from 
finding the principles, which come from finding the interpretation of the 
passage. In order to find principles from the text, try some of the following 
techniques. 

 
B. Ask yourself, “What is the main idea of the text?” Every text was written 

for a purpose or has a main idea. The main idea is also the interpretation of 
the text “what it means” or “what the original author meant for his original 
audience to understand by what was written.” Once you discover the main 
idea of a text you are well on your way to discovering principles and 
application. For instance, the “big idea” of Eph. 2:1-10 is the salvation of 
believers. But if you look at the text you will see that it mentions our spiritual 
deadness, the grace of God, the mercy of God, the love of God, the free gift 
of eternal life and how we were saved to obey God. Yet all of these topics 
relate to our salvation in Christ. The big idea then drives the many smaller 
ideas that support it. So if you wanted to focus on the principle that all people 
are spiritually dead, you would want to point out that people are spiritually 
dead “before being saved.” If you wanted to talk about God’s grace, you 
would want to talk about grace that leads to salvation, etc. The main idea is a 
reliable place to find principles, which lead to application.  
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C. Ask yourself, “What is the main theme of the book you are studying and 
how does your text fit into that theme?” Like the example above, every 
book of the Bible has one or more themes. Each part of the book contributes 
to that theme. For instance, the theme of the book of Exodus is “redemption.” 
Now once you know the theme, you can teach chapters 4-13 and discuss 
each of the ten plagues in relation to the main theme of the book. Each 
plague was part of God’s plan to redeem Israel from Egypt.  

 
D. Ask yourself, “What does this text tell me about the character and 

nature of God?” Using the same example above, let’s say you were studying 
Ex. 4-13 and you knew the theme of the book was redemption but you 
wanted to focus on one of the grand themes of the entire Bible itself, “God.” 
Redemption in the book of Exodus is the “redemption of God.” So you look at 
each of the plagues and you ask yourself, “What does this text teach me 
about the God who redeems, His character and nature?”  

 
E. Ask yourself, “What does this text tell me about how God responds to 

man?” Using the same example from Exodus above, you might ask yourself, 
“What does this text tell me about God’s relationship to man?” This, of course, 
would lead you in any number of directions e.g., He redeems men. He 
answers the prayers of His people. He desires to show His power to men. He 
hardens the hearts of men. He desires to reveal himself to men. He shows 
mercy to men. He judges men. Etc. Once a specific principle is discovered 
then application can follow. 

 
F. Ask yourself, “What does this text tell me about mankind?” Using the 

same example from Exodus we can observe many things about mankind in 
general. Men are sinners. Men have hard hearts. Some men are unconvinced 
by miracles. Some men are cruel towards those who try to help them. Some 
men need to suffer greatly before submitting to God, etc.  

 
G. If there are commands in the text, ask yourself, “Which of the two great 

commands (love God and love your neighbor) does the command being 
studied relate to? Let’s say you come across the commands in Lev. 3 to 
“offer up the fat of the kidneys to the Lord as a burnt offering.” You might 
quickly realize that this command relates to loving God through worship, 
which is one way of obeying the great commandment “to love God.” And from 
this you can derive the principle that we need to love God directly by 
worshiping Him in an acceptable way and from that principle give specific 
examples for application.  

 
H. If there are commands in the text, ask yourself, “Which one of the ten 

commandments does the command being studied relate to?” Using the 
example above from Lev. 3, you might see that offering up the fat of the 
kidneys as a burnt offering and soothing aroma to the Lord relates to the 
second commandment, “You shall worship God.” You might also see that it 
relates to the fourth commandment to “keep the Sabbath holy,” in that both 
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commands relate to being holy before the Lord and both commands relate to 
ceremonial acts of worship. 

 
I. Ask yourself, “What does this text tell me about Christ?” In the example 

above from Lev. 3, it might be pointed out that Christ is our once for all 
sacrifice. The theme of redemption from Exodus above is ultimately fulfilled 
in Christ who by His death on the cross, redeemed us from our slavery to sin 
and Satan. 

 
J. Ask yourself, “What theme or doctrine does this text mention which is 

taught in many places in Scripture?” Sometimes a text may mention a 
certain doctrine taught throughout Scripture. It may not be the theme of the 
book, or the main idea of the text itself, but it is a well-established doctrine or 
theme in the Bible and it is mentioned in the text. The teacher can show how 
a particular doctrine or theme in the text relates to the theme of the book or 
the main idea of the text and then explain the significance of a doctrine 
mentioned and teach on that one doctrine.  

 
K. If studying narrative, ask yourself, “How or in what way does this text 

illustrate a good or bad behavior? I Cor. 10:6 & 11 tells us that the 
narrative portions of the Bible are written so we can learn from the good and 
bad examples of those who came before us.  

 
 
III. WORD OF WARNING!   
 

Whenever you derive principles and application from a text but not from the main 
idea or interpretation, make sure that you: 1) Explain to people what the big idea 
is and that you are not focusing on that main idea but something else. Also, 2) 
make sure that whatever you teach is affirmed in other places in the Bible, which 
specifically address the same doctrine. 3) Don’t confuse “historical description” 
with “biblical mandate.” Sometimes teachers err when they read a narrative 
portion of Scripture and assume that because something happened in history it is 
to be normal or mandated for all Christians. For instance, David was a man after 
God’s own heart and yet committed adultery and murder. You cannot teach that 
adultery and murder are acceptable or mandated practices for the Christian 
because David did it. Other Scriptures clearly teach adultery and murder are 
wrong. Don’t confuse what is “described” with what is “prescribed.”  

  
 
IV. HOMEWORK FOR THE FUTURE STUDIES YOU RIGHT OR TEACH 
 

A. Apply what you have learned in the study about question asking: 
 

1. Observation questions are always first. 
  
2. Interpretation questions are always second. 
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3. Doctrinal development questions, if you desire, should use the best of 
cross references. 

 
4. Application and implementation questions should seek not only to define 

what must be done to obey the text, but also press people to commit to 
obeying the text.  

 
B. Apply what you have learned about presenting the truth. 

 
1. Introduction to grab people’s interest. 

 
2. Background and context to help them understand how your text fits into 

the book it comes from. 
 

3. Remind yourself and apply preparation techniques e.g., who you will be 
teaching, how long you have to teach, having enough handouts, etc. 

 
4. Work at being a better dialogue teacher e.g., dealing with problem people, 

hard questions, facilitating discussion, giving them enough time to answer, 
etc.  

 
5. Work at packaging and delivering your material well e.g., tell them what 

you are going to tell them, then tell them, then tell them what you told 
them. Give them good illustrations, maintain good eye contact, appealing 
to experiences, senses, and thoughts, teach with energy and passion, ask 
lots of rhetorical questions.   
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