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PREPARING AND TEACHING  

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDIES 
How To Teach An Inductive Bible Study 

Lesson #5 (Answers to Homework)  
 
I. HOMEWORK 

You receive a call from the elder overseeing the music ministry. He asks if you 
would be willing to teach a short study on Col. 3:16 to the people involved in the 
music ministry. (If you are a woman, he asks you to teach the women in the music 
and worship ministry.) He then gives you these criteria:   
A.  Make sure the lesson is practical and applied to those who lead the 

congregation in public worship. 
B.  Make sure you give them practical ways they might implement the truth in 

their lives.   
C.  Make sure your study is one page long (10 point font).     
D.  Make sure you go for the “fillets” because the people in the music ministry are 

used to rich and wonderful teaching.  
E.  You will have about 20 to 30 minutes to teach your study. 

 
 If you had to pick one verse in the New Testament that best addresses music and worship 
ministries, Colossians 3:16 would be a good choice. The theme of Colossians is the 
supremacy of Christ. Paul spends the first two chapters arguing that Christ is supreme and 
the last two chapters teaching us how to live because He is supreme. In Col. 3 Paul 
exhorts us to, “Consider the members of your body dead to sin” (vs. 5), “put sinful behavior 
aside” (vs. 8), “do not lie” (vs. 9), “put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other” (vss. 12-13), 
“put on love” (vs. 14), “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts” and “be thankful” (vs. 15). 
All of these exhortations are practical ways to apply the supremacy of Christ in your life. In 
this lesson we want focus on vs. 16 where we will learn important truths about a God-
honoring music ministry.  
 

Text: “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and 
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

 
1. What is the main exhortation in Col. 3:16 and what does it mean?   
         
2. What word tells us the degree to which we are to have the word of Christ dwell in us 

and what does it mean?  
 
3. If someone asked you to teach them how to have the Word of Christ “richly dwelling 

within them,” what advice would you give?   
 
4. What is the relationship or connection between the Word of God and God-glorifying 

praise and worship?  
a. Can you have God glorifying praise and worship without the Word of God? 

Why or why not? Look up the verses below and write down what they teach 
you about God-glorifying worship.  
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i. Psa. 145:18 
ii. Jn. 4:23-24 

b. What is wrong with singing songs with a great tune but shallow or unbiblical 
lyrics in church?  

c. If you had to choose between an ancient hymn with great lyrics and sound 
doctrine, but that was difficult to sing and not very engaging, and a newer 
song with a very catchy tune, that was easy to sing, energetic, but was 
doctrinally shallow or had lyrics devoid of any real doctrine, which would you 
choose? Why?  

 
5. After we have the Word of Christ richly dwelling in us, Paul tells us to do two things 

“with all wisdom.”   
a. What does it mean to do something in “all wisdom”?  
b. What is the first thing Paul asks us to do in all wisdom? What does this mean 

and how might we put this into practice?    
c. What is the second thing Paul asks us to do “in all wisdom?” What does this 

mean and how might we put this into practice? 
 
6. Paul gives us three similar ways we might practically live out his exhortation. What 

are they and how do they differ?  
a.   
b.   
c.    

 
7. Finally, Paul encourages us to have a certain attitude when singing songs that 

admonish in truth.  What attitude does he want us to have and how do we express 
this attitude in the music and worship ministries as well as our everyday lives?  

 
8. Being in front of the congregation to lead them in worship is a big responsibility. 

What general principles can we take from Col. 3:16 to apply to leading the 
congregation in God-glorifying worship?   

 
9. Consider these questions in relation to what we have learned:  

a. What can be done to make older hymns with older lyrics more engaging to 
the younger generation?  

b. Many songs being written today are anthems to the worshiper and what the 
worshiper is doing and not God. Is this a problem? Why? 

c. Some churches argue that we should only sing “time tested hymns” in church. 
What is wrong with this line of reasoning? 

d. People often feel like they have worshiped God if they feel good during and 
after singing. Is how we feel important, unimportant, or neutral when it comes 
to God glorifying music? What should drive God-glorifying feelings, the tune 
or the truth?  

e. Can great tunes with no truth make you feel good? What does this teach us 
about “how we feel” in relation to the purpose of God glorifying music? 

f. If you were to summarize the main lesson of this text for those involved in the 
music and worship ministry, what would you tell them? 

http://www.drivennails.com/

