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PREPARING AND TEACHING 

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDIES 
Refining Your Inductive Bible Study  
Lesson #4 (Answers to Homework)  

  
 
HOMEWORK  
  

One of the pastors in your church is teaching a class on how to write Bible 
studies. He wants to learn how to meditate on the text you are studying within its 
context. He assigns you the task of writing a Bible study on Jn. 11:35, “Jesus 
wept.” At first you are taken back! “Who can write an entire Bible study on two 
words?,” you ask yourself. Then you realize that you can do it! You tell yourself 
that you have the training. You know how to ask questions, refine your questions, 
and use a multiplicity of teaching aids to help wow people with the Word! So you 
begin to read Jn. 11:35 in its context and applying what you have learned so far 
you write an amazing inductive Bible study on Jn. 11:35!  
 
(Helpful hint: When teaching a very small text or part of a verse, you have to 
meditate on the text and its context, brainstorm, and ask many questions. When 
you ask questions try to answer them. Maybe write them down. Once you do 
that, main themes, ideas, doctrines, and lessons begin to arise. From your 
musings and meditations you can begin to ask good questions.) 
 

I. INTRODUCTION TO JOHN 11:35 
 

Martha and Mary summoned Jesus. The two women were sisters of his beloved 
friend Lazarus. Lazarus had become ill and Mary and Martha wanted Jesus to 
come heal Lazarus so that he wouldn’t die. Jesus, upon being summoned, 
declared that Lazarus’ sickness was not unto death but for the glory of God. 
Instead of going to Lazarus Jesus delayed two days longer. The disciples wanted 
Jesus to go to Lazarus and finally Jesus explained that Lazarus had died, but 
that he was going to “wake him up.” Jesus even said he was glad that He was 
not there to heal Lazarus for their sakes.  
 
When Jesus finally arrived in Bethany where Martha, Mary, and Lazarus lived, 
Martha, who couldn’t understand why Jesus delayed, confronted him. Jesus told 
her that Lazarus would rise again. Martha thought Jesus was speaking of the 
great resurrection of the dead some distant time in the future. Almost 
immediately thereafter, Jesus was also confronted by Mary the same way Martha 
had done. She too wondered why Jesus delayed. Jesus saw her grief and the 
grief of the mourners, and Jesus himself was deeply moved in His spirit. It is at 
this point that we are told, “Jesus wept.”  
 

II. QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS’ PERSON 
  
A. What does the name Jesus mean? 

http://www.drivennails.com/


www.drivennails.com --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  © Dr. Jack Hughes 

 

Page 2 

B. Who was Jesus? 
C. What makes Jesus unique among all other men? 
D. Why did Jesus come into the world?  
E. How old was the incarnate Jesus? 
F. How old was the person of Jesus? 
G. Does the Bible teach that Jesus is God? If so, why is this important? 
 

III. QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS’ HUMANITY AND DEITY 
  
A. Does the Bible teach that Jesus is Man? If so, why is it important. 
B. How can Jesus be both God and man?  
C. What else does the Bible teach us about Jesus’ humanity? 
D. When Jesus died did God die? 
E. How can Jesus be a perfect human sacrifice if He was God? 
F. If the sin nature of Adam is passed down from generation to generation, why 

didn’t Jesus have a sin nature? 
G. Is Jesus still a man now in heaven? 
H. Will Jesus always be a man in heaven? 
 

IV. QUESTIONS ABOUT JESUS’ COMPASSION 
  
A. Why was Jesus deeply moved in spirit from Mary’s grief and the grief of the 

mourners?  
B. If Jesus knew and had planned to raise Lazarus from the dead, why did he 

weep? 
C. Since Jesus was God and would know everything and would know that 

Lazarus was going to be raised and eventually, in heaven and raised 
immortal at the resurrection of the last day, why did Jesus weep? 

D. What do we learn about Jesus humanity and compassion from his weeping? 
E. What does this text teach us about emotions and how they exist in a perfect 

person with no sin? 
  

V. WHAT THIS TEXT, IN ITS CONTEXT, TEACHES US ABOUT GOD 
  
A. God loves us so much He humbled himself to become a man. 
B. Jesus will forever be the God/man in heaven, having chosen to become like 

one of His creatures. He did this so we could relate to Him and He to us. 
C. God has a great love for sinners, even those He will never save and must 

judge. 
D. God does not explain things to us beforehand, but expects us to trust him 

while He accomplishes His will. 
E. God works in mysterious ways and what may seem to us to be the worse 

thing, like delaying to come heal Lazarus, in the end is much better, healing 
Lazarus by raising him from the dead.  

F. When God loves someone, His love is not always expressed by keeping them 
from suffering.  

G. God, knowing we will respond wrong to a test or trial, still sends it our way, to 
teach us to respond correctly next time.  
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