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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 

The Christian and Government 
Lesson #18  

    
 
 Today we are constantly being bombarded with political messages urging us to vote for 
this person, party, or agenda. Many churches have become political forums urging people to 
get involved in politics, as if politics or legislation was the goal or mission of the Church. This 
raises questions. What is the Christian's responsibility in government? How should a Christian 
be involved? What is the Church's role in politics? When government addresses moral issues 
can the church address those moral issues without being political? Is being political wrong for 
a Christian? What does the Bible say about these questions and others? In this lesson we 
seek to understand the purpose of government, philosophical issues related to the Christian 
and government, historical perspectives on government and the Bible, and finally seek to gain 
an understanding of the biblical parameters for the church and individual Christians’ 
involvement in government and politics.  
 
 
I. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS    
 

A. Bill is a formal statement proposing a new law before being voted on by 
politicians or the voters. 

 
 

B. Democracy is a system of government in which the effective political power is 
vested in the people.  

 
 

C. Government is basically a group of people who have the power to make and 
enforce laws for an area or people group.  

 
 

D. Lobbying is the process of trying to influence politicians or political groups in 
order to promote a specific cause.  

 
 

E. Politics is the theory or practice of government especially the activities 
associated with governing a people and/or a territory. 

 
 

F. Republic at first described any system of government not headed by a 
hereditary monarchy (kings and queens) but in modern America the term is used 
to describe a form of “representative democracy” where the ultimate political 
power is theoretically vested in the people who have control or a say in 
government only intermittently through popular election of government officials. 
So it is government by officials elected by the populace.  
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G. Popular, But Not Necessarily Biblical Ideas About Government  
 

1. Government exists to support me financially is the idea that some have 
about government. They learn to “work the system” in order to have the 
government financially support them. An example might be a person who 
succeeds in persuading a doctor to declare that they are permanently 
disabled. Thus the person is supported by the government indefinitely 
though they are able to work.  

 
2. Government exists to give me personal benefits is another concept that 

many people have. While it is true that most governments provide 
everyone under that government with some benefits, some believe the 
government should go beyond what is equitable and give them personal 
benefits not extended to everyone. An example might be a woman who 
lives an immoral lifestyle, has three children out of wedlock and feels the 
government should take care of her and put her through school since she 
can not afford to do so herself.  

 
3. Government exists to take from the rich and give to the poor. This Robin 

Hood idea of government is what gets many officials elected. Those who 
do not work or who have little means like the idea of receiving greater 
benefits from those who have greater means. The rich should be taxed 
more and receive less help from the government because they have more 
and the poor should be taxed less and receive greater benefits because 
they have less. The ultimate outcome of this is communism where 
everyone is assigned a task and everyone receives an equal amount 
regardless of how hard they work or how productive they are.  

 
4. Government exists to save me from bad choices. Some people look at 

government as a safety net. Though I make millions a year if I make bad 
financial decisions and go bankrupt, the government is there to bail me out 
and make my financial irresponsibility legal and erase my debt. If I fail to 
purchase health insurance and get sick, the government is there to pay for 
my medical bills. Thus some see the government as a safety net that is 
there to bail them out from receiving the consequences of their bad 
choices. 

 
5. Government exists to protect me while I speak or do evil. Government 

theoretically tries not to enforce morals, yet many laws are based on moral 
standards. As a government moves further away from God, the moral 
foundation begins to erode. Soon morals are relative and are determined 
by the whim of the populace and often loud minority groups in the 
populace. I can say whatever I want. Write whatever I want. Promote any 
degree of sexual and moral deviation that I want because I have freedom 
of speech which gives me the right to say and do anything the general 
populace determines is okay at the time.  
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6. Government shouldn’t cost me anything. Some like the idea of having 
roads, utilities, police, firemen, etc., but they don’t want to pay taxes to 
government. They just want to enjoy the benefits of government without 
contributing. They may not be able to totally abstain from supporting 
government as they may have to pay sales tax and various fees, but they 
cheat on their taxes, pay people under the table, fail to declare all wages, 
tips, salaries and compensation, work in only cash so as not to leave a 
paper trail, etc. These activities are acts of stealing from the government 
and hence from society that government exists to serve. 

 
7. Government exists to help me in business. Some believe that government 

should exist to help business people succeed in business. Government 
business loans, government tax breaks, government incentives should be 
available to help me succeed in business. Usually it is argued that 
businesses create good tax revenues for the government therefore it is 
good for government to support business.  

 
8. Government exists to oppose religion and protect and promote evolution 

and atheism. Some have the idea that mankind is god and each individual 
is their own god. Thus everyone’s personal opinion is their own religion. 
Instead mankind should trust in mankind, not God, trust in science, not the 
Bible. Thus atheism and humanism becomes the ex post facto state 
religion. Tolerance and universal acceptance of all faiths, religions, and 
opinions is promoted except for the acceptance of Christianity. Thus when 
people bring up biblical morals and standards they are ignored, 
persecuted, or marginalized. The outcome is the promotion of a godless 
society.  

 
9. Government exists to save me. To many, the government is their savior. If 

they get sick, the government will save them. If our country is under 
attack, the government will fight back the enemy. If a criminal is on the 
loose, the government will protect me. If my house catches on fire, the 
government will save me from the fire. Thus the government in the minds 
of many is the fail proof savior of their lives and the more their savior gives 
them, the more they like the government.  

 
 
 
II. BIBLICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL CONCEPTS WHICH AID US IN 

UNDERSTANDING HOW TO BE INVOLVED IN GOVERNMENT  
 
 

A. Biblical mandates are specific commands given in Scripture addressed 
specifically to believers of any age. Examples would be don't murder, don't lie, 
don't covet, pray at all times, be on the alert, redeem the time, etc. If you fail 
to obey a biblical mandate, you are sinning. 
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B. Biblical principles are timeless truths derived from the Word of God. They are 
usually implicit in the text of Scripture instead of explicit. We are to live by these 
principles, and if we don't, we are sinning against God. 

 
 

C. Convictions are personal regulations or restrictions that we make for ourselves 
based on biblical mandates, scriptural principles, or personal beliefs. Convictions 
are good, but to force your convictions on someone else is a form of legalism. 
You become a legalist when you elevate your personal convictions to the same 
authority as the Scripture. The legalist condemns others as sinning because they 
don't hold to their personal convictions. Breaking someone else's conviction is 
not a sin. Breaking your own conviction may be a sin if it defiles your conscience.  

 
 

D. Cultural prerogatives are those things that individual cultures give their people 
the freedom to do. They may or may not be acts of sin. For instance, our culture 
allows for abortion, drunkenness, swearing, sexual immorality, etc. These things 
are sinful activities but culturally permissible. We can exercise our freedoms, but 
never to sin. We are to submit to the governing authorities, but never in 
disobedience to God. 

 
 
 
III. UNDERSTANDING THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW TESTAMENT TIMES 
 

Many Christians have very strong opinions about government. They may even have a 
general understanding of what the New Testament says about government but in their 
mind, they have substituted what is constitutional with what is biblical. They think they 
have a right to live in a democracy, to enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
They believe they have a right to live in a government that is for the people and by the 
people. Yet what many fail to do is consider the government of New Testament times, 
the government that Christians were taught to submit to and support with their taxes. 
Thus understanding the Roman government in New Testament times helps us weed out 
from our thinking what is extra biblical and constitutional from what is biblical.  

 
 

A. THE ROMAN GOVERNMENT 
 

All the New Testament commands were given in that historical context of Roman 
government. Rome was ruled by the Caesars, who eventually claimed deity. The 
Caesar appointed vassal kings, governors, magistrates, and procurators to 
manage individual provinces in the Roman Empire. Rome allowed the Jews 
certain cultural and religious freedoms. Roman government was saturated with 
immorality and wickedness. This immorality spread to society where there was 
rampant adultery, homosexuality, and every type of sexual vice coupled with the 
pagan idolatry. Abortions, infanticide and every conceivable form of wickedness 
was often overlooked and sometimes encouraged by Roman rulers. The moral 
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decay of Rome, like a cancer, eventually eroded the strongest, longest lived 
empire the world has ever seen.  

 
It must be kept in mind when studying the New Testament teachings about 
government, that the Roman government, with all its wickedness and vice is the 
government of New Testament times which Christians were told to submit to and 
pay taxes to!  

 
 
 
IV. KEY TEXTS ON GOVERNMENT FROM THE TEACHING OF JESUS 
 
 

A. Matt. 17:24-27 And when they had come to Capernaum, those who collected the 
two-drachma tax came to Peter, and said, "Does your teacher not pay the two-
drachma tax?" He said, "Yes." And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to 
him first, saying, "What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the 
earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?" And upon 
his saying, "From strangers," Jesus said to him, "Consequently, the sons are 
exempt. "But, lest we give them offense, go to the sea, and throw in a hook, and 
take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a 
stater. Take that and give it to them for you and Me." 

 
 

B. Matt. 22:17-22 (also Mark 12:17; Luke 20:22-25) "Tell us therefore, what do You 
think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?" But Jesus perceived their 
malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? "Show Me the coin 
used for the poll-tax." And they brought Him a denarius. And He said to them, 
"Whose likeness and inscription is this?" They *said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He 
*said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God 
the things that are God's." And hearing this, they marveled, and leaving Him, 
they went away. 

   
 

C. John 19:10-11 Pilate therefore said to Him, "You do not speak to me? Do You 
not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify 
You?" Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had 
been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me up to you has 
the greater sin." 

 
 

D. After reading the texts above, how would you summarize Jesus’ teaching on 
government and paying taxes?  
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V. APOSTOLIC TEACHING TO THE CHURCH RELATING TO THE CHRISTIAN AND 
GOVERNMENT 

 
A. Rom. 13:1-7 1 Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For 

there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 
God. 2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; 
and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For 
rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have 
no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; 4 
for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for 
it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who 
brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. 5 Wherefore it is necessary to be in 
subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience` sake. 6 For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting 
themselves to this very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax 
is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.  

 
 

B. I Tim. 2:1-3 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in 
authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 
dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior. 

 
 

C. Titus 3:1-2 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to 
be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, 
showing every consideration for all men.  

 
D. I Pet. 2:13-17 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 

whether to a king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15 For such is 
the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 
16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it 
as bondslaves of God. 17 Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor 
the king.  

 
 
 
VI. APPLYING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED  
 

A. Where does our constitution fit into the spectrum of biblical mandate, principle, 
conviction, and cultural prerogatives?  

 
 

B. Our Constitution grants to everyone life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
Does the Bible grant these same rights? 
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C. Our pledge of allegiance speaks of our country as "one nation under God."  Does 
this apply to our nation, all nations, or only nations that recognize God?  

 
 

D. Our government allows people the freedom to sin. How must the Christian 
respond? Do you think Christians have a moral obligation to speak out against 
evil in society? Why or why not?  

 
 

E. Why do you think the New Testament never tells Christians to get involved or not 
get involved in government politics? 

 
 

F. Why did Jesus, Paul and Peter advocate submitting to, honoring, paying taxes to, 
and obeying even a very wicked government like Rome? 

 
 

G. Does the Bible teach that people are changed by political reforms, law reforms, 
or any other social action? If not, then what does change people?  

 
 

H. When government employees or military personnel were encountered in the New 
Testament were they ever told to leave the employment of the government 
system they worked for? Why or why not?  

 
 

I. Does the New Testament tell Christians to lobby for laws which make it easier 
and more comfortable for Christians to live in the world? Why or why not?  

 
 

J. Would it be wrong for a Christian to pursue a career in government politics? Why 
or why not?  

 
 

K. Most people are involved in politics for what they can get out of it. Is this a proper 
Christian motive? 

 
 

L. Many Christian groups, churches, and organizations are highly active in politics. 
Christians spend millions of dollars and myriads of hours trying to make 
unbelievers submit to biblical standards. Is this what God wants us to do? Why or 
why not? 

 
M. If our country was invaded and our present government overthrown by a pagan, 

communistic government, should we submit to the new government system? 
Why or why not?  
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