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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 

The Christian and War 
Lesson #17 

 
   
 Throughout history there has been a never-ending string of wars. Most agree that war 
itself is not a good thing and that peace time is to be preferred. Yet most would also argue that 
war is sometimes necessary. War, in general, may not be good or the ideal, but we are not 
living in an ideal world. Men are greedy, sinful, revengeful, murderous, and lust for power. Is 
the Christian to be a pacifist? Is the Christian to never oppose any government or any invasion 
of their country? Is a Christian to sit by while thousands of innocent people are being 
slaughtered by an ego maniac? What kind of war is it acceptable for a Christian to be involved 
in? How can a Christian who is called upon to love others, even enemies, shoot and kill them? 
While the subject of war may seem simple on the surface, in reality it is a very complicated 
issue. A Christian must consider many factors when considering their views and involvement in 
war. This Key Social Issues lesson is designed to survey some of the key issues and 
Scriptures related to the Christian and war.  
 
I. STATISTICS OF AMERICAN WARS  
 

American Wars Estimated Number of US Military Personnel  
Killed Compared with Total Casualties 

American Revolution 4,435  (estimated 65,000 total casualties) 

War of 1812 (1812-1815) 2,260  (estimated 12,000 total casualties) 

Indian Wars (1817-1898) 1, 000  (estimated 60,000 total casualties) 

Mexican American War (1846-1848) 1,733  (estimated 38,000 total casualties) 

American Civil War (1861-1885) 620,000 military deaths, civilian deaths unknown 

Spanish American War (1898-1902) 385   (estimated 25,000 total casualties) 

World War I (1917-1918) 117,000  (estimated 40,000,000 total casualties) 

World War II (1940-1945) 291,557  (estimated 52,199,262 total casualties) 

Korean War (1950-1953) 33,741  (estimated 600,000 total casualties) 

Vietnam War (1964-1975) 47,413  (estimated 6,100,000 total casualties) 

Gulf War (1990-1991) 147   (estimated 200,000 total casualties) 

War on Terror (2006 to present) 2,333 

Total estimated deaths 1,121,447 (some 60,000,00 total casualties) 

 

http://www.drivennails.com/


www.drivennails.com ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ © Dr. Jack Hughes 

 

Page 2 

II. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 

A. Militia is a military force made up of ordinary citizens who in an emergency 
provide national, state, or community defense, protection, or law enforcement. 

 
 

B. Nonresistance is a belief that Christians should only pray for and support the 
government but never pick up arms to fight. It is fine that unbelievers go to war 
but believers can only participate in non-combative ways.  

 
 

C. Pacifism is the belief that a Christian cannot serve in any military role 
whatsoever, for to do so would be to take part in the killing of other people. His 
goal would be to pray for war to end, to demonstrate against war in a non-violent 
way, and promote peaceful means. There are several kinds of pacifism.1 

 
1. Universal Pacifism is the idea that all killing in every context is wrong. 

 
2. Christian Pacifism is the idea that it is always wrong for Christians to kill, 

but its okay for unbelievers to kill. (Same as nonresistance above) 
 

3. Personal Pacifism is the idea that as individuals we can never do violence 
to another person but it is okay if the government does. 

 
4. Antiwar Pacifism is the idea that it is okay for individuals to use violence to 

protect themselves and their rights but it is never acceptable for the 
government to use violence or go to war. 

 
 

D. War is a period of armed fighting between two or more groups who disagree. 
There are different kinds of war as noted below. 

 
1. Civil War is a war between the citizens of the same country. 

 
2. Cold war is a war of ideological differences that falls short of sustained 

military action and where diplomatic relations are maintained between the 
two warring parties. 

 
3. Holy War is a war that is fought for religious reasons. 

 
4. Just war theory was first proposed by Augustine and is the philosophical 

or religious belief that war is only permissible if certain just criteria are met. 
It agrees that all war is evil but sometimes necessary in a fallen world. It 
asserts that personal vengence is wrong, though the government has the 
right to exact retributive justice. The just war theory does not try to 
promote war but limit war and place it under the realm of justice. An 
example of just war criteria might be:  

                                                 
1John Feinberg, Ethics for a Brave New World, 349. 
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a) The just war must be sanctioned by the proper authorities. 
 

b) Just war must be the last resort after all reasonable efforts to 
achieve peace have failed. 

 
c) Just war must be commenced by a for formal declaration of war by 

the proper authorities. 
 

d) A just war must have a reasonable hope of success and objective 
criteria declaring what winning the war looks like.  

 
e) A just war must only be fought if the consequences of not having a 

war are greater than going to war.  
 

f) A just war has as its end goal achieving peace for all the parties 
involved. 

 
 

5. Wars of Judgment are wars that God brings about to punish or discipline 
those engaged in wickedness. In the Old Testament we see God promises 
in the law of Moses that he will use pagan nations as instruments of 
judgment if Israel falls into unrepentant sin (Deut. 28:22-26, 47-57). In the 
prophets we see God using nations as instruments of punishment and 
bringing judgment upon them through war. 

 
6. Wars of Aggression are wars that are started because of the 

wickedness, greed, and lust of men. Wars of aggression often include 
genocide, terrorism, and the torture and abuse of the general populous.  

 
7. Preventive War is a war that meets the criteria of a just war (see above) 

and therefore Christians may partake in all aspects of the war. The 
preventative war is different from a just war in that it allows for a 
preemptive strike against the enemy without warning or declaration of war, 
if it is determined that war is unavoidable. The distinguishing thought is 
that by striking hard and swiftly without notice the enemy might be moved 
to offer a quick unconditional surrender leading to peace being established 
sooner rather than later and with fewer casualties than a just war. The 
Preventative War view makes provision for using nuclear weapons and 
reclaiming property to those from whom it was wrongfully seized.  

 
8. Wars of Protection are wars in response to vicious attacks by wicked 

men who engage in any unjust aggression or terrorism against a people, 
state, or nation. Rom. 13:1-7 and I Peter 2:13-17 tell us that one of the 
functions of government is to protect the citizens. Thus a war of protection 
is a war that is: 1) Defensive not offensive, 2) Focused on restoring peace, 
3) Not based on personal vengeance, 4) Last resort, 5) Committed to 
limited retaliation with no intention to annihilate the enemy. 

http://www.drivennails.com/


www.drivennails.com ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ © Dr. Jack Hughes 

 
Page 4 

E. Revenge is a desire to retaliate, harm, hurt, or kill someone who has done harm 
to oneself or others. Usually the person who seeks revenge has judged, 
condemned, and determined the punishment which others should receive for 
doing harm. 

 
F. Spiritual Warfare is what every Christian is constantly involved in. Believers are 

in a battle against Satan, demons, error, lies, deception, and everything raised up 
against the knowledge of God. Whenever a Christian is living for the glory of 
God, with their sins confessed, according to the Word of God, and in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, they are engaged in spiritual warfare (Eph. 6:10-18).  

 
 
 
III. ARGUMENTS AGAINST A CHRISTIAN BEING INVOLVED IN WAR 
 

A. God forbids killing others (Gen. 9:6; Ex. 20:13) and tells us to love others, even 
our enemies (Lk. 6:27-36; Rom. 12:17, 21; 13:10; I Pet. 2:21).  

 
 

B. God tells believers to be peace makers not war makers (Mt. 5:9). 
 
 

C. Jesus said those who live by the sword die by the sword (Mt. 26:52). 
 
 

D. Jesus did not defend himself but was passive in His unjust death (Isa. 53:7; Mt. 
26:63; 27:12-14).  

 
 

E. The Bible teaches that we shouldn’t be covetous or love the things of this world. 
We should never place possessions and wealth above people. Most wars are 
fought to seize or maintain property or material wealth.  

 
 
 
IV. ARGUMENTS FOR CHRISTIAN INVOLVEMENT IN WAR 
 

A. Most forms of pacifism fail the test of universality. What is said to be wrong for 
Christians is said to be right for unbelievers. All the rest of God’s moral laws are 
wrong for both believer and unbeliever. 

 
 

B. We cannot transfer the prohibitions directed at individual Christians and transfer 
them to the government. While personal justice and vengeance is wrong, 
retributive justice “eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth” is necessary for government 
to maintain piece in society (Ex. 21:23-25; Rom. 13:1-7). 
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C. God used and commanded wars in the Old Testament to punish Israel and other 
nations (II Kings 24:2; II Chron. 36:15-17; Isa. 5:26-30; Hab. 1:5-11; etc.).  

 
 

D. God uses military illustrations to describe what godly Christians are like. It is 
unlikely that He would compare Christians to something sinful (I Cor. 9:7; II Cor. 
10:3-5; I Tim. 1:18; II Tim. 2:3-4; etc.). 

 
 

E. Christians can serve in the military and even engage in killing others because 
killing in a war is not an act of murder or a violation of the 6th commandment (Ex. 
20:13). God would never require His people to break the laws He established for 
them to keep yet both the Old Testament and New Testament give government 
the authority to kill. 

 
 

F. Killing is not antithetical to love. God kills and God is love. At times God gives 
authority to others that they may kill. Love rejoices in what is right, therefore love 
rejoices in justice, and sometimes justice demands death.  

 
 

G. John the Baptist didn’t tell soldiers who came to him to repent of their military 
involvement (Lk. 3:10-14). 

 
 

H. Jesus used preparing for war as an example in one of His parables (Lk. 14:31).  
 
 

I. Jesus or the apostles do not condemn those who serve in the military and it is 
clear that there were Christians in the Roman army (Mt. 8:5-13; Acts 10:1-48; 
Phil. 1:13).  

 
 

J. God promises there will be wars until the end time and is actively involved in 
those wars (Zech. 14:3; Mt. 24:3-8; Rev.12:7, 17; 13:7; 16:13-14; 19:11-16, 
19). 

 
 

K. Jesus and Paul verbally defended themselves against unjust attacks (Jn. 18:22-
23; Acts 23:1-5). 

 
 
 
V. KEY SCRIPTURES ADDRESSING WAR 
 

A. Ex. 17:16 and he said, “The Lord has sworn; the Lord will have war against 
Amalek from generation to generation.” 
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B. Deut. 7:1-2  “When the Lord your God brings you into the land where you are 
entering to possess it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and 
the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the 
Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you, 2 and 
when the Lord your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you 
shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no 
favor to them. 

 
 

C. Josh. 10:40-42 Thus Joshua struck all the land, the hill country and the Negev 
and the lowland and the slopes and all their kings. He left no survivor, but he 
utterly destroyed all who breathed, just as the Lord, the God of Israel, had 
commanded. 41 Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea even as far as Gaza, 
and all the country of Goshen even as far as Gibeon. 42 Joshua captured all 
these kings and their lands at one time, because the Lord, the God of Israel, 
fought for Israel. 

 
 

D. I Sam. 15:1-3 Then Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you as 
king over His people, over Israel; now therefore, listen to the words of the Lord. 2 
“Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how 
he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt. 3 
‘Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare 
him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, 
camel and donkey.’” 

 
 

E. I Chron. 5:22 For many fell slain, because the war was of God. And they settled 
in their place until the exile. 

 
 

F. II Chron. 28:6 For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah 120,000 in one day, 
all valiant men, because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers. 

 
 

G. Eccl. 3:1, 8 There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for 
every event under heaven— . . . 8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for 
war and a time for peace. 

 
 

H. Psa. 18:30-36 As for God, His way is blameless; The word of the Lord is tried; 
He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 31 For who is God, but the Lord? 
And who is a rock, except our God, 32 The God who girds me with strength And 
makes my way blameless? 33 He makes my feet like hinds’ feet, And sets me 
upon my high places. 34 He trains my hands for battle, So that my arms can 
bend a bow of bronze. 35 You have also given me the shield of Your salvation, 
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And Your right hand upholds me; And Your gentleness makes me great. 36 You 
enlarge my steps under me, And my feet have not slipped. 

 
 

I. Prov. 24:6 For by wise guidance you will wage war, And in abundance of 
counselors there is victory. 

 
 

J. Isa. 13:1-6 The oracle concerning Babylon. . . 3 I have commanded My 
consecrated ones, I have even called My mighty warriors, My proudly exulting 
ones, To execute My anger. 4 A sound of tumult on the mountains, Like that of 
many people! A sound of the uproar of kingdoms, Of nations gathered together! 
The Lord of hosts is mustering the army for battle. 5 They are coming from a far 
country, From the farthest horizons, The Lord and His instruments of indignation, 
To destroy the whole land. 6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as 
destruction from the Almighty. 

 
 

K. Jer. 5:15-17 “Behold, I am bringing a nation against you from afar, O house of 
Israel,” declares the Lord. “It is an enduring nation, It is an ancient nation, A 
nation whose language you do not know, Nor can you understand what they say. 
16 “Their quiver is like an open grave, All of them are mighty men. 17 “They will 
devour your harvest and your food; They will devour your sons and your 
daughters; They will devour your flocks and your herds; They will devour your 
vines and your fig trees; They will demolish with the sword your fortified cities in 
which you trust. 

 
 

L. Jer. 51:17-23  All mankind is stupid, devoid of knowledge; Every goldsmith is put 
to shame by his idols, For his molten images are deceitful, And there is no breath 
in them. 18 They are worthless, a work of mockery; In the time of their 
punishment they will perish. 19 The portion of Jacob is not like these; For the 
Maker of all is He, And of the tribe of His inheritance; The Lord of hosts is His 
name. 20 He says, “You are My war-club, My weapon of war; And with you I 
shatter nations, And with you I destroy kingdoms. 21 “With you I shatter the 
horse and his rider, And with you I shatter the chariot and its rider, 22 And with 
you I shatter man and woman, And with you I shatter old man and youth, And 
with you I shatter young man and virgin, 23 And with you I shatter the shepherd 
and his flock, And with you I shatter the farmer and his team, And with you I 
shatter governors and prefects. 

 
 

M. Lk. 14:31 “Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not 
first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to 
encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 
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N. Jn. 18:36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were 
of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed 
over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” 

 
 

O. Rom. 13:1-4 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 
God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; 
and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For 
rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have 
no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 
for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for 
it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who 
brings wrath on the one who practices evil. 

 
 

P. I Pet. 2:13-15 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether to a king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15 For such is 
the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

 
 
 
VI. APPLYING WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED    
 
 

A. If nuclear weapons are used in war can it still qualify as a just war? Must the 
Christian be a nuclear pacifist even if he accepts the idea of just war? 

 
 

B. Do you think that avoiding war for a sustained amount of time in a sin cursed 
world is possible?  Why or why not? 

 
 

C. Let’s say our country was invaded by another nation that was determined to 
annihilate all Americans. Would we be passive in this situation or fight against the 
enemy forces? 

 
 

D. Is it right for non-military personnel to be killed in a war? Why or why not?  What 
if you were a fighter pilot and were commanded to bomb a portion of a city 
knowing that civilians would be killed? Can a Christian do this?  

 
 

E. Is a war for independence a just cause for war?  War for the freedom of religion?  
What biblical evidence would you give to support your answer?  
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F. Do you think that the founding fathers of our country were biblically justified in 
drafting the Declaration of Independence and going to war with Great Britain?  

 
 

G. Evaluate the following statement, "to refuse to do what I can for those under the 
power of the oppressors is nothing less than a failure of Christian love.  It is to 
refuse to love my neighbor as myself." - Francis Schaeffer  

 
 

H. If it was wrong for a Christian to be involved in a war because they might be 
asked to kill someone, wouldn’t it also be wrong for a Christian to be a police 
officer who is also called upon to kill people?  

 
 

I. What would be the logical outcome of Christian pacifism in a wicked society? 
 
 

J. Could we have government if it did not have the authority to use lethal force? 
 
 

K. Do you think the “War on Terror” is a just war? Why or why not?  
 

 

 

 

How are we to labor? There is but one answer. We must labor in the use of all 

appointed means. We must read our Bibles, like men digging for hidden treasure. We 

must wrestle earnestly in prayer, like men contending with a deadly enemy for life. We 

must take our whole heart to the house of God, and worship and hear like those who listen 

to the reading of a will. We must fight daily against sin, the world, and the devil, like those 

who fight for liberty, and must conquer, or be slaves. These are the ways we must walk in if 

we would find Christ, and be found of Him. This is “laboring.” This is the secret of getting 

on about our souls. 

Labor like this no doubt is very uncommon. In carrying it on we shall have little 

encouragement from man, and shall often be told that we are “extreme,” and go too far. 

Strange and absurd as it is, the natural man is always fancying that we may take too much 

thought about religion, and refusing to see that we are far more likely to take too much 

thought about the world. But whatever man may say, the soul will never get spiritual food 

without labor. We must “strive,” we must “run,” we must “fight,” we must throw our whole 

heart into our soul’s affairs. It is “the violent” who take the kingdom. (Matt. 11:12.)2 

                                                 
2  J. C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John, vol. 1 (New York: Robert Carter & Brothers, 1879), 347. 
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