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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 

Men as Spiritual Leaders in the Church and Home 
Lesson #16  

 
 One of the greatest and most damaging trends of recent decades is the abdication of 
male spiritual leadership in the church and home. While the causes of this are debated, the 
reality of it is agreed upon by all. In many evangelical churches males are mere spectators 
whose spiritual leadership amounts to attending church. Even in the most faithful Bible 
preaching and teaching churches many husbands are being towed along by the spiritual 
leadership of their wives. While it could be argued that stay at home moms have more time to 
study, pray, read, and get involved in ministry, the fact is there are men who find the time 
during their busy weeks to be spiritual leaders in their families and local church. 
 Where are the men who are leading their families to a closer walk with God? Where are 
the men who set a positive example of prayer, Bible reading, Bible study, and local church 
involvement? Where are the dads who are self-studied theologians and experts in doctrine? 
Many husbands are content to be wage earners. They may have an understanding of the 
basics of Christian doctrine, but they can’t defend what they believe from the Word of God. 
They are theologically a quarter of an inch deep. Their Bible knowledge is restricted to the 
most familiar Bible stories, texts, and doctrines. They can’t lead their families or church 
spiritually because they haven’t yet gone there themselves.  
 In many cases wives learn to study the Bible, dig into Scripture, memorize Scripture and 
serve in ministry, while the husband just can’t find the time. Eventually, the wives can begin to 
rise above their husbands in both Bible knowledge and application. The husband begins to 
realize that his wife is outrunning him spiritually. Thus, it becomes easier and easier for him to 
let her do the spiritual stuff while he makes money. 
 Meanwhile the children are watching. They learn from their dad that spiritual pursuits 
are not important. Instead, making money and buying things is what matters most. The 
children who grow up in homes where the father isn’t a spiritual leader usually depart from the 
faith their father professed to have. What does God expect of men in the church and home? In 
this Key Social Issues study we will find out! 
 
 
I. THINGS TO CONSIDER 
 
 

A. Jonathan Edwards stated, “Every Christian family ought to be as it were a little 
church consecrated to Christ, and wholly influenced and governed by His rule. 
And family education and order are some of the chief means of grace. If these 
fail, all other means of grace are likely to prove ineffectual. If these are properly 
maintained, all the means of grace will likely prosper and be successful.”1  

 
 

B. Thomas Watson said, “A good piece of ground bears not only a fore-crop but an 
after crop. He who is godly does not only bear God a good crop of obedience 
himself while he lives, but by training his child in the principles of religion, he 
bears God an after-crop when he is dead.”2  

                                                 
1http://www.lhc-pa.org/blogs/index.php?fuseAction=archives&blogID=63&month=6&year=2007 
2Thomas Watson, The Godly Man’s Picture, 187. 

http://www.drivennails.com/


www.drivennails.com --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Dr. Jack Hughes  

 Page 2 

C. J. C. Ryle speaking to parents said: 
 

“Fathers and mothers, I charge you solemnly before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, take every pains to train your children in the way they should 
go. I charge you for the sake of your own future comfort and peace. Truly 
it is in your interest so to do. Truly your own happiness in great measure 
depends on it. Children have ever been the bow from which the sharpest 
arrows have pierced man’s heart. Children have mixed the bitterest cups 
that man has ever had to drink. Children have caused the saddest tears 
that man has ever had to shed. Adam could tell you so; Jacob could tell 
you so; David could tell you so. There are no sorrows on earth like those 
which children have brought upon their parents. Oh! take heed, lest your 
own neglect should lay up misery for you in your old age. Take heed, lest 
you weep under the ill-treatment of a thankless child, in the days when 
your eye is dim, and your natural foe abated. 

 
If ever you wish your children to be the restorers of your life, and the 
nourishers of your old age, – if you would have them blessings and not 
curses – joys and not sorrows – Judah’s and not Reuben’s – Ruth’s and 
not Orpah’s, – if you would not, like Noah, be ashamed of their deeds, 
and, like Rebekah, be made weary of your life by them: if this be your 
wish, remember my advice betimes, train them while young in the right 
way.”3 

    
       
 
II. KEY SCRIPTURES ADDRESSING THE ROLES OF MEN IN THE CHURCH AND 

HOME 
 
 

A. Gen. 3:6, 11-12, 17 cf. I Tim. 2:11-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3J. C. Ryle, Duties to Parents, pgs. 36-37. 

  Gen. 3:6, 11-12, 17 I Tim. 2:11-13 

6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with 
her, and he ate. 
 
11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, 
“The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, 
and I ate.” 
 
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of 
your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, 
saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’; Cursed is the ground because of you; 
In toil you will eat of it All the days of your life. 

11 A woman must 
quietly receive 
instruction with 
entire 
submissiveness. 
12 But I do not 
allow a woman to 
teach or exercise 
authority over a 
man, but to remain 
quiet. 13 For it was 
Adam who was first 
created, and then 
Eve. 
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B. Ex. 10:1-2 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his 
heart and the heart of his servants, that I may perform these signs of Mine 
among them, 2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of your 
grandson, how I made a mockery of the Egyptians and how I performed My signs 
among them, that you may know that I am the Lord.” 

 
 

C. Deut. 4:8-10 “Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as 
righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? 9 “Only give 
heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things 
which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of 
your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons.10 “Remember 
the day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, when the Lord said to me, 
‘Assemble the people to Me, that I may let them hear My words so they may 
learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their 
children.’ 

 
 

D. Deut. 20:7 ‘And who is the man that is engaged to a woman and has not married 
her? Let him depart and return to his house, otherwise he might die in the battle 
and another man would marry her.’ 

 
 

E. Deut. 24:5 “When a man takes a new wife, he shall not go out with the army nor 
be charged with any duty; he shall be free at home one year and shall give 
happiness to his wife whom he has taken. 

 
 

F. I Kings 2:1-4 As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, 
saying, 2 “I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show 
yourself a man. 3 “Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, to 
keep His statutes, His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, 
according to what is written in the Law of Moses, that you may succeed in all that 
you do and wherever you turn, 4 so that the Lord may carry out His promise 
which He spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons are careful of their way, to 
walk before Me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not 
lack a man on the throne of Israel.’ 

 
 

G. Ezra. 7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord and to practice 
it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel. 

 
 

H. Psa. 78:1-8 Listen, O my people, to my instruction; Incline your ears to the words 
of my mouth. 2 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old, 
3 Which we have heard and known, And our fathers have told us. 4 We will not 
conceal them from their children, But tell to the generation to come the praises of 
the Lord, And His strength and His wondrous works that He has done. 5 For He 
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established a testimony in Jacob And appointed a law in Israel, Which He 
commanded our fathers That they should teach them to their children, 6 That the 
generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, That they may 
arise and tell them to their children, 7 That they should put their confidence in 
God And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments, 8 And not 
be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation that did 
not prepare its heart And whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

 
 

I. Prov. 3:12 For whom the Lord loves He reproves, Even as a father corrects the 
son in whom he delights. 

 
 

J. Prov. 7:11, 19-20 11 She is boisterous and rebellious, Her feet do not remain at 
home; . . . 19 “For my husband is not at home, He has gone on a long journey; 
20 He has taken a bag of money with him, At the full moon he will come home.” 

 
 

K. Prov. 13:1 1 A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, But a scoffer does not 
listen to rebuke. 

 
 

L. Prov. 15:5 A fool rejects his father’s discipline, But he who regards reproof is 
sensible. 

 
 

M. Prov. 27:8 Like a bird that wanders from her nest, So is a man who wanders 
from his home. 

 
 

N. I Cor. 11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, 
and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 

 
 

O. I Cor. 14:34-35 The women are to keep silent in the churches; for they are not 
permitted to speak, but are to subject themselves, just as the Law also says. 35 If 
they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is 
improper for a woman to speak in church. 

 
 

P. Eph. 5:22-23, 33 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For 
the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He 
Himself being the Savior of the body. . . 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that 
He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 28 So husbands 
ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own 
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wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are members of 
His body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; 
but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless, each 
individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself. . . 

 
 

Q. Eph. 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

 
 

R. Col. 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 
 
 

S. Col. 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose 
heart. 

 
 

T. I Tim. 3:1-7 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of 
overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, peaceable, free 
from the love of money. 4 He must be one who manages his own household well, 
keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know 
how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?), 
6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the 
condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with 
those outside the church, so that he will not fall into reproach and the snare of 
the devil. 

 
 

U. Tit. 1:5-9 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what 
remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, 6 namely, if any man 
is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not 
accused of dissipation or rebellion. 7 For the overseer must be above reproach 
as God’s steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not 
pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 8 but hospitable, loving what is good, 
sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word which is in 
accordance with the teaching, so that he will be able both to exhort in sound 
doctrine and to refute those who contradict. 

 
 

V. I Pet. 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an 
understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show 
her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be 
hindered. 
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W. Having surveyed the Scriptures above, answer the questions below. 
 

1. What does God require of men in relation to their spiritual life? 
 
 
 
 

2. What does God require of men in relation to their wives? 
  
 
 
 

3. What does God require of men in relation to their children? 
 
 
 
 

4. What does God require of men in relation to their local church? 
 
 
 
 

5. What does God require of men in relation to their society? 
 
 
 
III. APPLYING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED    
 
 

A. A couple that have both recently come to Christ approach you. They are wanting 
to honor the Lord in their marriage. They understand the husband is to be a 
servant leader and the wife is to be submissive and support her husband’s 
leadership. They ask you what it means to have the husband be the leader in the 
home. Does it mean the wife can’t give input? If so, what kind of input and when? 
They ask you what participation the wife can give without overstepping her role 
as a wife and usurping the husband’s role. What do you tell them? 

 
 

B. You are talking to a man at your church who tells you that he is a house dad. He 
stays home, cooks, cleans, takes care of the children, and his wife works. He 
asks you if you think this is okay or not. What do you tell him? 

 
 

C. A wife comes to you frustrated that her husband won’t lead their family spiritually. 
She has talked to him about it, but he is more concerned with watching TV, 
working, and spending time on his hobbies. She tells you her husband never 
reads his Bible, and is not involved in any Bible studies or ministries at church. 
She asks you for advice. What do you tell her? 
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D. A man who professes to be a Christian comes to you at work and tells you that 
he and his wife are not doing well in their marriage and that they seem to be 
growing apart. He has tried to do things for her but she doesn’t seem to respond. 
He doesn’t know what to do and asks you for advice. What do you tell him? 

 
E. A wife comes to you and says, “My husband just isn’t pursuing the Lord. What 

can I do to encourage him?” What do you tell her?  
 

F. You are a man who has an opportunity to lead a small discipleship group of 
younger men. Your goal is to help them become the spiritual leaders they need 
to become. Where do you start? How do you help them become what God wants 
them to be?  

 
G. A young man approaches you and says, “I am a new believer and I realize that in 

order to be the man God wants me to be, I have to make certain choices and 
have certain convictions. What kinds of habits should I develop to help me 
become the man God wants me to be?” What do you tell him? 

 
 
 

Parental teaching is a natural duty. Who is so fit to look to 

the child’s well-being as those who are the authors of his 

actual being? To neglect the instruction of our offspring is 

worse than brutish. Family religion is necessary for the 

nation, for the family itself, and for the church of God. By 

a thousand plots Popery is covertly advancing in our land, 

and one of the most effectual means for resisting its 

inroads is left almost neglected, namely, the instruction of 

children in the faith. Would that parents would awaken to 

a sense of the importance of this matter. It is a pleasant 

duty to talk of Jesus to our sons and daughters, and the 

more so because it has often proved to be an accepted 

work, for God has saved the children through the parents’ 

prayers and admonitions.4 

                                                 
4C. H. Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, July 11, evening. 
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