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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 

Women’s Roles in the Church and Home 
Lesson #14  

 
 Throughout history women have been oppressed, treated as inferior, slighted, used, 
and abused in many ways. In reaction to this, women’s movements have been a regular part of 
history. Women have fought against prejudice, oppression, unfair wages, the right to vote, etc. 
Since the 1960's America has experienced a feminist era, often referred to as “second wave 
feminism.” While some of the goals and arguments put forth by feminism are good, others are 
not so good. In fact they often run contrary to God’s will for women in the church and home. 
While we should expect movements like feminism in the world, we should not allow worldly 
movements into the Church. 
 The Church is not to be governed or directed by the world, but by the Word of God. The 
world is constantly changing, but the Word of God is not. Yet the church has a habit of 
following the world away from the Scriptures. Over time, people are so bombarded with worldly 
propaganda that they begin to think in worldly ways. Sinful compromises, rolled in sugar, are 
often served up in local churches. The church and Christians are always the best witness 
when they conform to the Word of God, not the world. A contrast between the light of the truth 
and the darkness of error is what makes the church’s witness burn brightest. If people are 
offended by what the Bible teaches they must make their protests with their Creator and not 
expect God to conform to their lustful desires.  
 At first, feminism appealed to women in a non-threatening way. Women needed to be 
paid the same for performing equal tasks. Women in the work force needed to have equal 
opportunity for employment. And while things like this are good and fine, several fundamental 
biblical issues were ignored. No one was asking, “What is the role of women in the church, 
home, and workforce according to God?” God’s desire for a woman’s role was not a 
consideration in the feminist movement. The result is that while feminism tried to correct some 
injustices, it also condemned as evil some of the things God says are good. Men, abdicating 
their God given roles, left a vacuum that women began to fill. 
 Churches started to entertain the idea of women being leaders, preachers, and teachers 
of men in the church, of husbands being house-dads and women being the primary bread 
winners, of both husband and wife working and the children being sent to day care to be raised 
by someone else. This gave rise to many other problems such as divorce, materialism, 
inflation, single parenting, sky rocketing infidelity, casual sex, cohabitation instead of marriage, 
and abortion. God’s Word was not being honored and the witness of the church and the name 
of Christ was being tarnished or blasphemed. The main line denominations have, for the most 
part, replaced God’s role for women in the church and home with the feminist agenda. 
 For the Christian there must be only one source of instruction about women’s roles in 
the church and home and that is the Word of God. Regardless of how loud the world squawks, 
Christ must have His way in His Church. He must be allowed to tell those who profess to be 
His followers how women are to function in their home. It is for this reason that God’s design 
and roles for women in the church and home must be addressed from the Word of God and is 
the focus of this Key Social Issue lesson. Because of the many questions that arise concerning 
women working outside the home we will address that particular subject separately in another 
Key Social Issue lesson. This lesson will focus on the created purpose of the women, their role 
in marriage, the home, and the church. 
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I. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS    
 

A. Biblical Feminism is a liberal movement within Christianity which attempts to 
maintain fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith while at the same time 
modifying or reinterpreting key Scriptures in order to appease and gain the 
sympathies raised by feminists in the world. Biblical Feminism is an oxymoron in 
that it is not biblical and is a Trojan Horse movement that pretends to be one 
thing but in the end is nothing more than another liberal movement resulting in 
the rejection and undermining of biblical authority.  

 
 

B. Biblical Submission of Women is the Christian woman’s privilege of willingly 
submitting to the roles God has assigned to women in the Word of God because 
of her love for Jesus Christ and because she believes that God’s ways are 
always best. The Bible requires that women submit to their husbands, not 
because they are inferior in any way, but because it is best for them to fulfill the 
role God created them to fulfill. A Christian woman does not submit to her 
husband because her husband requires it of her but because God requires it. 
She is not to submit to every man, but to her man, and only when it is right and 
fitting in the Lord. Thus she cannot submit to her husband if it causes her to 
defile her conscience or sin against God.  

 
 

C. Complementarianism is a rather new word used to describe the biblical position 
which affirms that women are equal in worth, importance, dignity, and salvation 
but have specific roles assigned to them by God to compliment the roles God has 
assigned to men in both the home and church.  

  
 

D. Feminism is a movement that seeks political, economic, social, and religious 
equality on behalf of women’s rights and interests.  

 
 

E. Gender Equality or Egalitarianism is the world view that society must be race, 
color, and sex/gender blind. It is to argue for a kind of androgynous world where 
there are no set role distinctions, privileges, or partiality between men and 
women.   

 
F. Gender Neutral or Non-Sexist Language is language which is gender neutral 

or equal. Using men, man, or mankind in a gender inclusive way is to be rejected 
as sexist and gender neutral terms such as “they,” “them,” “persons,” “all who,” 
“everyone who,” “anyone,” etc. are to replace masculine forms of gender 
inclusive address.  

 
G. Matriarchy is a social system in which women dominate and have authority in 

both the society and family and authority is passed on to daughters. 
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H. Male or Female Chauvinism is the belief that one’s gender is superior to the 
other and that one’s gender should dominate and rule over the other.  

 
 

I. Patriarchy is a social system in which men dominate and have authority in both 
the society and family and authority is passed on to sons.  

 
 

J. Women’s suffrage is the right for women to vote in elections. 
 
 

K. Worldly Submission of Women is what many feminist movements object to 
and rightly so. It has little or nothing to do with the biblical submission of women 
yet ungodly behavior by those who have professed to be Christians has confused 
the difference between biblical and worldly submission. Worldly submission 
denies women their God given rights, their ability to have justice in society, and 
encourages them to suffer silently under an oppressive, unkind, domineering, or 
authoritarian husband’s tyranny. The idea that women are less than men, or even 
less than animals, that they are to serve as slaves to men, never assert their will, 
give their opinion, or do anything that might show up their husbands is worldly 
submission. 

 
 
 
 
II. KEY SCRIPTURES ADDRESSING WOMEN’S ROLES IN THE CHURCH AND HOME 
  

As one reads through the Scriptures, God’s will concerning women’s roles in the home 
and church become clear. While many Scriptures could be cited in this lesson, some 
have purposefully been left out as they will be included in the next Key Social Issue 
Lesson which will address women working outside the home. 

 
 

A. Gen. 3:16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In 
pain you will bring forth children; Yet your desire will be for your husband, And he 
will rule over you.” 

 
 

B. Prov. 31:10-31 An excellent wife, . . .12 She does him good and not evil All the 
days of her life. 13 She looks for wool and flax And works with her hands in 
delight. 14 She is like merchant ships; She brings her food from afar. 15 She 
rises also while it is still night And gives food to her household And portions to 
her maidens. 16 She considers a field and buys it; From her earnings she plants 
a vineyard. 17 She girds herself with strength And makes her arms strong. 18 
She senses that her gain is good; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 She 
stretches out her hands to the distaff, And her hands grasp the spindle. 20 She 
extends her hand to the poor, And she stretches out her hands to the needy. 21 
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She is not afraid of the snow for her household, For all her household are clothed 
with scarlet. 22 She makes coverings for herself; Her clothing is fine linen and 
purple. . . 24 She makes linen garments and sells them, And supplies belts to the 
tradesmen. 25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she smiles at the future. 
26 She opens her mouth in wisdom, And the teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue. 27 She looks well to the ways of her household, And does not eat the 
bread of idleness. . . 30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who 
fears the Lord, she shall be praised. 31 Give her the product of her hands, And 
let her works praise her in the gates. 

 
 

C. I Cor. 11:1-16 Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 2 Now I praise you 
because you remember me in everything and hold firmly to the traditions, just as 
I delivered them to you. 3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of 
every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 
4 Every man who has something on his head while praying or prophesying 
disgraces his head. 5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while 
praying or prophesying disgraces her head, for she is one and the same as the 
woman whose head is shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head, let her 
also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut 
off or her head shaved, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not to have his 
head covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the glory 
of man. 8 For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; 9 for 
indeed man was not created for the woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s 
sake. 10 Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, 
because of the angels. 11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of 
man, nor is man independent of woman. 12 For as the woman originates from 
the man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things 
originate from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to 
God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not even nature itself teach you that if a 
man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 15 but if a woman has long hair, it is a 
glory to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 But if one is inclined to 
be contentious, we have no other practice, nor have the churches of God. 

 
 

D. I Cor. 7:1-5, 10-11, 34, 39  Now concerning the things about which you wrote, it 
is good for a man not to touch a woman. 2 But because of immoralities, each 
man is to have his own wife, and each woman is to have her own husband. 3 
The husband must fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her 
husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband 
does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, 
but the wife does. 5 Stop depriving one another, except by agreement for a time, 
so that you may devote yourselves to prayer, and come together again so that 
Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. . . 10 But to the 
married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave her 
husband 11 (but if she does leave, she must remain unmarried, or else be 
reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should not divorce his wife. . . 
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34 . . . The woman who is unmarried, and the virgin, is concerned about the 
things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and spirit; but one who is 
married is concerned about the things of the world, how she may please her 
husband. . . 39 A wife is bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband 
is dead, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 

 
 

E. I Cor. 14:34-35 (in the context of speaking in tongues) The women are to keep 
silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but are to subject 
themselves, just as the Law also says. 35 If they desire to learn anything, let 
them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in 
church. 

 
 

F. Eph. 5:22-24, 33 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For 
the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He 
Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so 
also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. . . 33 Nevertheless, 
each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the 
wife must see to it that she respects her husband. 

 
 

G. Col. 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 
 
 

H. I Tim. 2:9-15 Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, 
modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly 
garments, 10 but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making 
a claim to godliness. 11 A woman must quietly receive instruction with entire 
submissiveness. 12 But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority 
over a man, but to remain quiet. 13 For it was Adam who was first created, and 
then Eve. 14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being 
deceived, fell into transgression. 15 But women will be preserved through the 
bearing of children if they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-
restraint. 

 
 

I. I Tim. 3:1-2 It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of 
overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be. . . the 
husband of one wife . . .  

 
 

J. Tit. 1:5-6 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what 
remains and appoint elders in every city as I directed you, 6 namely, if any man 
is . . ., the husband of one wife . . .  
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K. Tit. 2:1, 3-5, 15 But as for you, speak the things which are fitting for sound 
doctrine. . . 3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior, not 
malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, 4 so that 
they may encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their 
children, 5 to be sensible, pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own 
husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored. . . 15 These things 
speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you. 

 
 

L. I Pet. 3:1-6 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so 
that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a 
word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and respectful 
behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and 
wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of 
the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women 
also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their 
own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have 
become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear. 

 
  

M. How would you summarize some of the general principles about women’s roles 
from the Scriptures above? Is the world promoting these principles? Why or why 
not?  

 
 
 
 
 
III. APPLYING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED TO FEMINIST ARGUMENTS 
 

Many Christians in conservative Bible churches are well taught and know what God’s 
assigned roles for men and women are. However, when their beliefs are tested by 
someone who says they also believe in the Scriptures but who don’t believe in biblical 
roles, many do not know how to answer. Below is a sampling of arguments put forth by 
those who profess to believe the Bible but are in favor of gender equality in all areas.  

 
 

A. Someone points to what Paul said in Gal. 3:26-29, “For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
descendants, heirs according to promise.” They argue that Paul is saying here 
that there are no more role distinctions between men and women in the church 
because he says all believers are “sons of God,” and that “there is neither male 
or female” in Christ. 
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B. Another person you meet argues that women can be leaders in the church 
because in the Old Testament Miriam was a prophetess who led in worship (Ex. 
15:20-21), Deborah was a judge and prophetess of Israel and led Israel in battle 
(Judg. 4:4-10; 5:), Huldah was a prophetess (II Kings 22:14-20; II Chron. 
34:22-28); Isaiah’s wife was a prophetess (Isa. 8:3), Anna was a prophetess (Lk. 
2:36), Priscilla taught men (Acts 18:26), there are the four Virgin Prophetesses 
of (Acts 21:9) 

 
 

C. You are talking to a woman about the need for women not to teach or exercise 
authority over a man. You mention I Cor. 11 and she says, “So, do you make all 
of the women in your church wear head coverings?” You reply, “No.” She says, 
“You see, for the same reason you don’t make your women wear head coverings 
I don’t believe that women are called to submit to men.”  

 
 

D. You are talking to a woman about I Cor. 14:34-34 and she says, “So, the women 
in your church are not allowed to speak – ever?” You reply, “No, they can speak, 
they just can’t teach men.” She says, “Well, the text says they must keep silent in 
the church and that they are not permitted to speak. Obviously you do not believe 
or practice what this text commands either.”  

 
 

E. You mention to a woman at work that I Tim. 2:1-15 says women are not to teach 
or exercise authority over men in the church. She responds by saying that what 
the text is talking about is not letting ignorant women speak in church. She 
responds by saying, “the word “created” or “formed” in vs. 12, the Greek word 
plasso, the word we get plastic from, is a word that actually means “to educate.” 
What Paul is saying is that Adam was first educated in right and wrong, and then 
Eve. It was Eve’s ignorance that led her to be deceived because she didn’t know 
any better. What Paul is driving at is that women, who are not educated, should 
not be allowed to teach or exercise authority over men, but once they are 
educated, then there isn’t any problem.”  

 
 

F. You are talking to a woman in your church who is visiting. She asks you about 
your church’s position on women’s equality with men. You explain to her that the 
Bible teaches that women are equal in salvation, dignity, and worth but have 
different roles assigned to them. You explain that women are not allowed to 
teach or exercise authority over men. She then says that lots of churches have 
women elders and ordained pastors and those churches are doing just fine. She 
expresses her disgust that your church is so narrow-minded and fails to 
recognize that women are just as intelligent and gifted as men are and that they 
are in many instances better leaders than men.  
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G. You are talking to a friend about what the Bible teaches about men’s and 
women’s roles in the home and church. She responds by saying, “I think it is 
oppressive and wrong for women to have to submit to their husbands and male 
only leadership in the church. Women should not have to submit to anyone.” 

 
 

H. You are reading an article in the paper that says men are not pulling their weight 
in marriages. It explains that often both husband and wife work, but that it is the 
wife who cleans the house, does the laundry, cooks, makes lunches for the 
children, pays the bills, deals with sick children, and keeps the house running. 
Men, on the other hand, go to work, come home, sit in their easy chair and 
expect to be served. The author explains that this is the consequence and 
outcome of Christian teaching in society which requires women to submit to men, 
even if they are disobedient tyrants. The author calls women to stop being 
doormats and slaves, to demand that their husbands pull their own weight.  

 
 
 
Note: The most comprehensive resource on men’s and women’s roles, biblical answers to 
feminism, and gender issues is The Council on Biblical Manhood & Womanhood website 
www.cbmw.org, which has articles, links, books on line, and audio messages addressing 
virtually every issue imaginable on the subject. The site has a search engine to get you to the 
resources that will help you the most.  
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