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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 
Forgiveness and Reconciliation Between Sinners 

Lesson #13 
  
 
 Forgiveness and reconciliation between men and God is one of the great blessings and 
marvels of salvation. Through repentance and faith in the person and work of Christ those who 
were once far from God because of their sin are brought near and adopted in as God’s 
children. This can only happen because of what Jesus Christ accomplished on the cross and 
His resurrection. Thus, unworthy sinners, because of what Christ did, can be perfectly forgiven 
and reconciled to God. While these two doctrines are worthy of our attention, this is not what 
this Key Social Issues study is about.  
 For this lesson, we want to talk about forgiveness and reconciliation between sinners. 
There seems to be a lot of confusion about how we as believers are to relate to other believers 
and even unbelievers who sin against us. Some feel we should only forgive others if they ask 
us to forgive them. If they don’t ask we don’t need to forgive them. Some reason that God 
doesn’t forgive us until we come to Him and ask Him for forgiveness so we shouldn’t have to 
forgive others until they ask us for forgiveness. This has led some professing Christians to 
refuse to forgive others for months and even years. In their hearts, they often harbor bitterness 
and nurture anger towards others who have sinned against them.  
 Is this acceptable behavior for a Christian? Is there ever an instance where it is 
acceptable to God that we not forgive? If not, how are Christians to forgive those who sin 
against them, especially those who continue to sin against them and do not want to either 
extend forgiveness or be reconciled? Let’s see what the Word of God has to say on this key 
social issue.  
 
 
 
I. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS    
 

A. Anger is an emotion of displeasure with someone or some thing. There is such a 
thing as righteous anger (Jn. 2:13-16) which is anger that is in defense of God’s 
holiness or name or in relation to the mistreatment of others (II Chron. 19:2; 
Psa. 26:5; 31:6; 139:21-22). When anger is not selfish, when it is displeased at 
what God is displeased at, it is righteous anger. Usually man’s anger is selfish 
anger and includes attitudes of bitterness, vindictiveness, vengefulness, hatred 
or severe dislike of others therefore it is to be avoided. 

  
1. Psa. 37:8-9 Cease from anger and forsake wrath; Do not fret; it leads only 

to evildoing. 9 For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for the Lord, 
they will inherit the land. 

 
2. Prov. 16:32 He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he 

who rules his spirit, than he who captures a city. 
  

3. Prov. 19:11 A man’s discretion makes him slow to anger, And it is his 
glory to overlook a transgression. . . 19 A man of great anger will bear the 
penalty, For if you rescue him, you will only have to do it again. 
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4. Eccl. 7:8-9 The end of a matter is better than its beginning; Patience of 

spirit is better than haughtiness of spirit. 9 Do not be eager in your heart to 
be angry, For anger resides in the bosom of fools.; Jam. 1:19-20 This you 
know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to 
speak and slow to anger; 20 for the anger of man does not achieve the 
righteousness of God.  

  
5. Unrighteous anger gives birth to an entire host of other sins and is 

antithetical to love. List some examples of the kinds of other sins that 
unrighteous anger produces in the lives of Christians who refuse to 
forgive.  

 
 
 
 

B. Bitterness is the spawn of anger that is not repented of or confessed.  
  

1. Rom. 3:14 . . . whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.  
  

2. Eph. 4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander 
be put away from you, along with all malice.   

  
3. Heb. 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no 

root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.  
  

4. Jam. 3:11-14 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh 
and bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine 
produce figs? Nor can salt water produce fresh. 13 Who among you is 
wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in 
the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 

 
 

C. Guilt describes several things. First it can be an emotion of shame or remorse 
for being responsible for doing wrong e.g., “a guilty conscience.” Secondly, guilt 
is a fact describing the state we enter into when we have done wrong and are 
therefore “guilty.” Third, guilt is sometimes used to describe who is responsible 
for committing a sin or doing wrong, “that person is guilty.” And fourth, guilt can 
describe a sin that carries with it a legal penalty from God e.g., “he is a guilty 
sinner and deserves to be judged.”  

 
 

D. Resentment is an emotion that comes as a result of or as a consequence of 
thinking one has been treated badly. Resentment usually follows an 
unwillingness to forgive and/or continued anger.  
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E. Reconciliation  

 
1. Reconciliation is a change from enmity to friendship. It is mutual, i.e., 

it is a change wrought in both parties who have been at enmity.1  
 

2. Reconciliation properly applies not to good relations in general but to the 
doing away of enmity, the bridging over of a quarrel. It implies that the 
parties being reconciled were formerly hostile to one another. The Bible 
tells us bluntly that sinners are ‘enemies’ of God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21; 
Jas. 4:4). We should not minimize the seriousness of these and similar 
passages. An enemy is not someone who comes a little short of being a 
friend. He is in the other camp. He is altogether opposed. The NT pictures 
God in vigorous opposition to everything that is evil. 

 
Now the way to overcome enmity is to take away the cause of the quarrel. 
We may apologize for the hasty word, we may pay the money that is due, 
we may make what reparation or restitution is appropriate. But in every 
case the way to reconciliation lies through an effective grappling with the 
root cause of the enmity. Christ died to put away our sin. In this way He 
dealt with the enmity between man and God. He put it out of the way. He 
made the way wide open for men to come back to God. It is this which is 
described by the term ‘reconciliation.’2 

 
3. Reconciliation is the process by which God and people are brought 

together again. The Bible teaches that they are alienated from one 
another because of God’s holiness and human sinfulness. Although God 
loves the sinner (Rom. 5:8), it is impossible for Him not to judge sin (Heb. 
10:27). Therefore, in biblical reconciliation, both parties are affected. 
Through the sacrifice of Christ, people’s sins are atoned for and God’s 
wrath is appeased. Thus, a relationship of hostility and alienation is 
changed into one of peace and fellowship.3 

 
 

F. Forgiveness  
 

1. “Pardon, involving restoration of broken relationships; ceasing to feel 
resentment for wrongs and offenses. Primarily, forgiveness is an act of 
God, releasing sinners from judgment and freeing them from the divine 
penalty of their sin. Since only God is holy, only God can forgive sin (Mk 
2:7; Lk 5:21). Forgiveness is also a human act extended toward one’s 
neighbor—manifestation of one’s realization and appropriation of God’s 
forgiveness. Hence, forgiveness is a uniquely Christian doctrine.”4  

 
2. “The act of excusing or pardoning others in spite of their slights, 

shortcomings, and errors. As a theological term, forgiveness refers to 

                                                 
1Easton’s Bible Dictionary 
2The New Bible Dictionary  
3Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary  
4Tyndale Bible Dictionary  
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God’s pardon of the sins of human beings. . . God’s forgiveness of us 
demands that we forgive others, because grace brings responsibility and 
obligation (Matt. 18:23-35; Luke 6:37). Jesus placed no limits on the 
extent to which Christians are to forgive others (Matt. 18:22, 35; Luke 
17:4). A forgiving spirit shows that one is a true follower of Christ (Matt. 
5:43-48; Mark 11:25).”5  

 
3. “Divine forgiveness means more than pardon. The pardoned criminal is 

still a guilty person. Everybody knows that he committed the sin for which 
he has received his pardon. It is the punishment, not the guilt that is gone. 
But Christ’s forgiveness also means that the sin is gone. The sinner has 
been cleansed as well as pardoned. Sinners were dead in their trespasses 
but God has made them alive together with Christ, ‘having forgiven us all 
our trespasses’ (Col. 2:13). Our sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake (Eph. 
4:32; 1 Jn. 2:12).”6 

  
4. It is important to understand that there is a difference between God 

forgiving a sinner enabling them to escape the eternal consequences of 
sin, and one sinner forgiving another sinner so that they might be 
reconciled. The former kind of forgiveness is something only God can do, 
the latter is something only sinners can do. While God is reconciled to us 
in Christ, God is not a sinner and being perfect demands perfect holiness, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation. Because God has never sinned against 
anyone He requires repentance, confession, and faith in Jesus Christ 
before extending forgiveness to us. We, on the other hand, are not holy. 
We never love each other like we should and hence fall short of the 
perfect love God has for us. So we must remember there is a difference 
between the kind and purpose of forgiveness God extends to us and the 
forgiveness we are to extend to other sinners.  

 
 
 
II. STATISTICS RELATED TO FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION7  
 

A. One third of all high school students are involved in physical fights at school. 
 

B. There are over 25,000 street gangs in the United States that commit hate crimes 
as a regular routine. 

 
C. Those involved in gangs are 60 times more likely to die at a young age. 

 
D. 45% of people regularly lose their temper at work. 

 
E. 64% of Britons working in an office have had office rage at one time or another. 

 
F. 27% of nurses have been attacked at work. 

                                                 
5Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary  
6New Dictionary of Theology 
7http://www.familyfirstaid.org/teen-anger.html; http://www.angermanage.co.uk/data.html http://www.rudebusters.com/who-says.htm; 

http://www.aic.gov.au/stats/crime/homicide.html; http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/cri_mur_percap-crime-murders-per-capita;   
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G. More than 80% of drivers say they have been involved in road rage incidents. 

 
H. 25% have committed an act of road rage themselves. 

 
I. 71% of internet users admit to having suffered net rage. 

 
J. 50% of us have reacted to computer problems by hitting our PC, hurling parts of 

it around, screaming or abusing tech support people or colleagues. 
 

K. Nearly eight in ten responding to a survey said lack of respect and courtesy is a 
serious national problem. 

 
L. 61% agreed that there was more rude behavior than in the past. 

 
M. In 2006 there were 17,034 murders, 92,455 rapes, 447,403 robberies, 862,947 

assaults, and 1,417,745 violence crimes. 
 

N. Many other statistics could be cited which show that forgiveness and 
reconciliation are key social issues. When forgiveness isn’t extended and 
reconciliation does not occur, anger, bitterness and resentment give birth to 
many other problems in our society: divorce, stress, anxiety, failed relationships, 
quitting one’s job, hating one’s neighbors, refusing to speak to one’s neighbors, 
friends, relatives, or family members. Being unkind, impatient, harsh, vindictive, 
etc., etc., are all the symptoms of the greater problem of being unwilling to 
forgive others and be reconciled to them. The fact is the world is an angry place 
full of bitter people who can’t or don’t want to forgive each other or be reconciled. 
As Christians we must not follow in the footsteps of the world’s ungodly behavior. 

 
 
 
III. KEY SCRIPTURES ON RECONCILIATION BETWEEN SINNERS  
 

As you read the Scriptures below, look for biblical mandates and principles that teach us 
how to be reconciled to others who sin against us.  

 
A. Mt. 5:21-26 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit 

murder’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22 “But I say 
to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; 
and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the 
supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the 
fiery hell. 23 “Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your offering 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and present your offering. 25 “Make friends quickly with your opponent at law 
while you are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over 
to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26 “Truly 
I say to you, you will not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent. 
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B. Mk. 9:50 “Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it 

salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 
 

C. Rom. 12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 
 
 

D. I Cor. 7:10-11 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that the 
wife should not leave her husband 11 (but if she does leave, she must remain 
unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should 
not divorce his wife. 

 
 

E. 2 Cor. 5:16-21 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the 
flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we 
know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all 
these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf 
of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on 
our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
 

F. Heb. 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no 
one will see the Lord. 

  
 

G. Is it possible to be reconciled with someone who doesn’t want to be reconciled 
with you? Why or why not? No, the reason is that in order to be reconciled, each 
party must be willing to deal with the root cause of the enmity and make 
whatever restitution is required to set things right. Most are unwilling to admit 
they are wrong and to take steps to rectify any wrongs they have done. Some try 
to be reconciled by not talking about the issue that caused the enmity. This 
apparent “fix” appears to be noble, “Let’s just let bygones be bygones and forget 
the past. . .”  Yet such an offer is actually refusal on one or both sides to deal 
with the sin that has caused the enmity. It is in fact a refusal to repent. Thus, a 
relationship may be restored, but if the problems are not address, it is usually 
only a shell of the relationship it previously was or could be and often whatever it 
was that created the original enmity raises its head again in the future. 

 
 

H. If a Christian is not reconciled with another believer and goes through the 
motions of corporate worship and private devotions, is there anything wrong with 
that? If so, what? Each believer must do whatever is possible to try and be 
reconciled with fellow believers that they are at enmity with. Sometimes one 
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believer takes steps to deal with whatever wrongs they have committed, but the 
other side is unwilling to do the same. In such a case, the person who has done 
what they could to be reconciled would be free to worship with a clear 
conscience, unless of course they were harboring bitterness, anger, or 
resentment towards the other party. Those who are unwilling to deal with their 
part in causing the enmity know that “someone has something against them” and 
they must first be reconciled in order to worship in spirit and truth.  

 
 

I. Can you be reconciled with someone you won’t forgive? Why or why not? No. 
Forgiveness is a one way act. We forgive others because God requires that we 
do so, not because the other party is necessarily worthy of our forgiveness, but 
because we have been forgiven in Christ a far greater debt. Thus, we are 
commanded to offer unlimited forgiveness to those who sin against us. Though 
we may never be reconciled with them, we must continue to forgive them.  

 
 

J. If two Christians seek to be reconciled to each other, talk about it, and make their 
peace, does that mean they don’t have any hard thoughts about one another any 
more? Does it mean that they are never angry, bitter, or that they never have to 
fight feelings of dislike towards the other person? Can Christians be perfectly 
reconciled with fellow believers and if not, does that mean that reconciliation 
hasn’t taken place? Because believers are sinners and will never reach 
perfection in this life, they will often be tempted with hard thoughts towards those 
they have been reconciled with. When this occurs, they must remind themselves 
that the other party has done whatever was required to be reconciled, that God 
commands believers to be reconciled with one another, and confess and repent 
of the attitudes, thoughts, or actions that may be residual from the initial act that 
caused the enmity.  

 
 

K. What can Christians do to be reconciled to one another in mind as well as deed? 
Many things might be said but steps would include confessing one’s sin to God 
and repenting of it. Second to confess our sins to those we have offended and 
ask forgiveness. If our behavior has somehow injured or caused some sort of 
loss, we should seek to repair the damage we have done or make necessary 
restitution. How can we prevent ungodly thoughts from resurfacing after being 
reconciled? Ungodly thoughts come from three primary sources, our own sinful 
heart, temptation from Satan and demons, and other people. Often times we are 
ambushed by ungodly thoughts and it is impossible to tell if they came from our 
own sinful heart or from Satan’s temptations. Whatever the source, prayer, 
meditating on the Word of God, and praying for those who we were once at 
enmity against, are all ways to combat ungodly thoughts from arising. If they do 
arise, quick repentance and confession is in order.  

 
  

L. What if one believer sins against another, and the one who is sinned against 
offers forgiveness, and the one who has sinned offers forgiveness, but will not 
remove or make restitution for the wrong/s they have done? Again, forgiveness is 
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mandatory and takes only one person. Reconciliation, on the other hand, 
requires two people. First, a resolution has to be reached about what has 
happened, an agreement of what occurred that led to the strife between the two 
parties. Secondly, the guilty party/ies would need to make things right, 
reasonably speaking, and if possible undo or make right the wrong/s that caused 
the offence. They would need to remove the wedge of contention that caused the 
enmity between the two parties. If they refuse to make things right, reconciliation 
often doesn’t take place. Yes, forgiveness must be extended by the offended 
party, but the unwillingness of the offending party to remove the offence, makes 
reconciliation nearly impossible. However, there is the high road that the 
offended party might take. Understanding that we are all sinners and considering 
the grace of God in reconciling us to Christ, the offended party can forgive and 
offer to forgo the need for the offending part to remove the wedge of contention 
or make restitution or right the wrongs needed to make things right. However, the 
offending party must still do what is right before God. The party that is sinned 
against, does not have the right to tell the offending party they don’t need to obey 
God, but they can, for conscience sake, for peace of mind, and in order to move 
on, not only forgive the person, but forgo the right to have the offence dealt with.  

 
 
 
 
IV. KEY SCRIPTURES ON FORGIVENESS BETWEEN SINNERS  
 

As you read the Scriptures below, look for biblical mandates and principles that instruct 
us in how to forgive one another. 
 
A. Mt. 6:9-12 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be 

Your name. 10 ‘Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in 
heaven. 11 ‘Give us this day our daily bread. 12 ‘And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors.  

 
 

B. Mt. 18:21-35 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to 
him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 23 
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 “When he had begun to settle them, one 
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 “But since he did not 
have the means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife 
and children and all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 “So the slave fell 
to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me 
and I will repay you everything.’ 27 “And the lord of that slave felt compassion 
and released him and forgave him the debt. 28 “But that slave went out and 
found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and he seized 
him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 29 “So his fellow 
slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me and I will repay you.’ 30 “But he was unwilling and went and threw him in 
prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31 “So when his fellow slaves 
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saw what had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to 
their lord all that had happened. 32 “Then summoning him, his lord said to him, 
‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 ‘Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the same 
way that I had mercy on you?’ 34 “And his lord, moved with anger, handed 
him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 
“My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive 
his brother from your heart.” 

 
 

C. Mk. 11:25-26 “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against 
anyone, so that your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your 
transgressions. 26 [“But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in 
heaven forgive your transgressions.”] 

 
 

D. Luke 17:1-10 He said to His disciples, “It is inevitable that stumbling blocks 
come, but woe to him through whom they come! 2 “It would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea, than that 
he would cause one of these little ones to stumble. 3 “Be on your guard! If your 
brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 “And if he sins against 
you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive 
him.” 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If 
you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and it would obey you. 7 “Which of you, 
having a slave plowing or tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in 
from the field, ‘Come immediately and sit down to eat’? 8 “But will he not say to 
him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat, and properly clothe yourself and serve me 
while I eat and drink; and afterward you may eat and drink’? 9 “He does not 
thank the slave because he did the things which were commanded, does he? 10 
“So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are 
unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’ ” 

 
 

E. I Cor. 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag 
and is not arrogant, 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not 
provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of 
prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is 
knowledge, it will be done away.  

 
 

F. Eph. 4:32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as 
God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

 
         

G. Col. 3:12-13 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put 
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 
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bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 
against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  

 
 

H. God forgives us at salvation when we repent of our sins and place our faith in 
Christ. Do we need to forgive others without their coming to us? Why or why not? 

 
 

I. How would you respond to the person who says, “I don’t have to forgive so and 
so because they haven’t asked me for forgiveness and until they do, we can 
never be reconciled”?   

 
 

J. We often hear people say that we need to “forgive and forget.” They often quote 
texts that describe God “remembering their sins no more” (Isa. 43:25), or 
removing our sins “as far as the east is from the west” (Psa. 103:12), or God 
“casting our sins behind His back” (Isa. 38:17). Yet can God forget anything? If 
not, how can God, or us for that matter, forgive others?  

 
 
 
 
V. APPLYING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED ABOUT FORGIVING AND BEING 

RECONCILED TO OTHERS  
 
 

Read and consider the situations described below and what biblical counsel you would 
give.  

 
A. You are talking to someone after church one Sunday. As you chat they happen 

to mention to you that they haven’t talked to their parents for years because of a 
disagreement over their inheritance. They tell you their parents claim to be 
Christians and are active in their church, but that they have been so unfair to 
their children that it has caused hard feelings in the family. What counsel would 
you give? 

 
 

B. A man tells you that his wife has been unfaithful to him and he just can’t bring 
himself to forgive her. He is staying married in order to protect the children from 
having to go through a divorce, but he no longer loves his wife. What counsel 
would you give in this situation? 

 
 

C. You are talking to a fellow believer who tells you there is someone in the church 
that they don’t like and could never forgive or be friends with. They explain that 
the other person has sinned against them repeatedly and will neither ask for 
forgiveness or even try to talk things through. What counsel would you give? 
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D. A friend in the church tells you that they are grieved because of problems with 
their unbelieving siblings that have gone on for years. They tell you that they 
have tried to be reconciled, prayed, written letters, and called but that their 
siblings just don’t want to be reconciled. In fact, every time your friend tries to be 
humble they see it as a sign of weakness and attack them. They want peace in 
their family but don’t know what to do. What counsel would you give? 

 
 

E. You ask several couples to come over to your house for dinner. One couple asks 
who else is coming. When you tell them, they get a serious look on their face and 
say, “You know, I better not come. I think that so and so has it out for me. Every 
time I get around them they are mean, put me down, and I don’t know why. I 
have tried to talk to them but they are very condescending and mean spirited. So 
I just stay away from them.” What counsel would you give? 

 
 

F. A person comes to you for counsel about an unbelieving co-worker. They tell you 
that this particular co-worker lied about you to the boss in order to get a 
promotion. Now they are your boss because of the lies that they spread about 
you. The company has a strict chain of command policy so you can’t go to upper 
management. Knowing their boss has lied about them has made life miserable. 
They don’t know if they should quit or just endure the misery. They ask you for 
advice. How do you counsel them?  

  
G. A Christian sins against another Christian. Both say they forgive each other. Both 

reach a resolution about what happened and what needs to happen in order to 
be reconciled. However, the offending party doesn’t want to suffer the 
consequences of their sin. They are willing to let the party they have sinned 
against continue to suffer. They don’t want to do what they know they should do. 
The Christian who was sinned against comes to you, tell you what has 
happened, tells you they have forgiven the other person, and yet, though they 
and the offending party have reached a resolution and agreed as to what took 
place and what must be done, the offending party won’t make things right. What 
counsel would you give?  

 
 

“And then note again another point, and that is his great tenderness, and 

gentleness, and readiness to forgive. His dying words ought to ring in the ear of 

all who find it hard to pass by affronts, “Father, forgive them, for they know not 

what they do.” Did he not set us an example of bearing and forbearing? “Who, 

when he was reviled, reviled not again.” For every curse he gave a blessing. You 
cannot be Christians if this spirit of love is foreign to you. 

“Oh,” say you, “we endorse the confession.” I do not care. You must love your 

enemies, or you will die with the Creed in your throats. 
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“Oh,” say you, “we are regular in our pews, hearing the gospel.” I do not care; 

you must forgive them that trespass against you, or you will go from your pews 

to perdition “Oh, but we have been baptized, and we come to the 

communion.” 

I do not care even about that; for unless you are made meek and lowly in heart 
you will not find rest unto your souls. Pride goes not before salvation, but 

before destruction; and a haughty spirit is no prophecy of elevation, but the 

herald of a fall. Take care, take care, you that say that you are in Christ; you 

ought also to walk in all the lowliness and in all the tenderness of Christ, or else 

at the end you will be discovered to be none of his. Hard, cruel, unrelenting, 

iron-hearted professors will no more go to heaven than the hogs they fatten.”8
 

 
  

 

“Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to 

forgive.” And “Real forgiveness means looking steadily at the sin, the sin that is 
left over without any excuse, after all allowances have been made, and seeing it 

in all its horror, dirt, meanness and malice, and nevertheless being wholly 

reconciled to the man who has done it.” 
C. S. Lewis 

                                                 
8 C. H. Spurgeon, “In Him: Like Him,” in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 29 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 

1883), 417. 

http://www.drivennails.com/
https://ref.ly/logosres/mtpserms29?ref=biblio.at%3dIn%2520Him:%2520Like%2520Him%7Cpg%3d409%E2%80%93420&off=26924&ctx=+men+of+low+estate.%0a~And+then+note+again+

