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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 

Divorce and Remarriage 
Lesson #11 

 
 
 Divorce and remarriage is a topic that Christians are constantly confronted with, 
especially the leadership in the church. Fifty years ago in our country divorce rates were very 
low and divorce itself was considered scandalous. A hundred years ago, divorce was very rare 
and people were sent to prison for committing adultery. Yet, as the Scriptures predict, in the 
last days things will proceed from bad to worse. Divorce and remarriage is common, 
acceptable, and considered a good thing in the minds of many. Most churches have caved into 
social pressures and support divorce for any reason and remarriage regardless of the situation 
leading up to previous divorce. Thus our culture today is much like the culture of both Old and 
New Testament times when divorce and remarriage were rampant.  
 Thankfully God has given us instruction on divorce and remarriage in the pages of 
Scripture. Yet even with those instructions, applying the biblical principles can become very 
difficult. Less than ideal circumstances force us to have to consider many biblical texts when 
trying to decide what to do. In this lesson we will learn what the Bible says about divorce and 
remarriage and how God’s Word should be applied to a culture that shows little regard for 
God’s covenant of marriage.  
 
 
I. DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE STATISTICS 1 
 

A. Those choosing marriage in 1970 – 72%, 1990 – 62%, 2002 – 59% 
 

B. Percentage of population that is divorced but not currently married 6% – 1980; 
8% – 1990; 10% – 2002 

 
C. By age 55, 95% of the people have been married at least once. 

 
D. Average duration of marriage before getting first divorce – 8 years. Average 

duration of marriage before second divorce – 7 years.  
 

E. Average time people wait before getting remarried 3 years.   
 

F. Percentages of people who make it to bench mark years before getting a divorce.  
 

Anniversary Year How many make it Anniversary Year How many make it 

5th  82% 25th  33% 

10th  65% 35th  20% 

15th  52% 50th 5% 

                                                 
1Information taken from: http://www.divorcemag.com/statistics/statsUS.shtml; http://www.divorcereform.org/rates.html ; 

http://www.divorcereform.org/nyt05.html ;   
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G. In marriages where the husband is financially employed and the woman is a 
housewife the divorce rate is 18%. In marriages where both husband and wife 
are financially employed the divorce rate is 53.5%.  

 
 

H. Divorce rate in the United States as of 2004 is 38%. The number of divorces 
has actually been on the decline in the United States since 1995 when it was 
45%. The reason for the decline is not that people are learning to have better 
marriages but that more couples are choosing to live in fornication and not get 
married. Others are choosing to separate rather than get divorced for financial 
reasons. Though technically not divorced, they live separate lives and often 
engage in adulterous relationships.  

 
 

I. The statistics above are merely a demonstration of what is commonly known in 
America. Divorce is epidemic. With over a third of the couples getting divorced, 
some more than once, it is clear that Satan is being successful at destroying the 
family and eroding God’s institution of marriage. Even if couples choose not to 
get a divorce many continue on in conflict, selfishness, and in a painful state of 
misery, which they call marriage.    

 
 
II. REASONS PEOPLE GET DIVORCED ACCORDING TO SECULAR SOURCES2 
 

A. Poor Communication and Conflict Resolution Skills 
 

B. Financial Problems 
 

C. Lack of Commitment to the Marriage 
 

D. A Dramatic Change of Priorities 
 

E. Adultery 
 

F. Failed Expectations (especially sexual expectations) 
 

G. Addictions and Substance Abuse 
 

H. Physical, Sexual, or Emotional Abuse 
 

I. Internet influences  
 

J. The infamous and nebulous "irreconcilable differences"  
 

K. Three Common Contributing Factors to Divorce are Time, Sex, and Money 
 
 

                                                 
2http://www.divorcereform.org/nyt05.html  
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L. Apart from what secular resources say is the cause of divorce, the single 
contributing factor to every divorce is an unwillingness by one or both 
parties to live for the glory of God. A commitment to love God and live for His 
glory is the solution for every reason people get divorced. When both people are 
committed to love God, they will be committed to obey the Word of God. This 
leads to happy, God-blessed marriages. Yet when the husband, wife, or both 
refuse to submit to God, sinful and selfish attitudes begin to take over leading to 
a wide variety of sinful behaviors, which lead to isolation, bitterness, anger, hurt 
feelings, and eventually divorce.  

 
It must also be noted that though the Scriptures give God’s ideal plan for 
marriage, many people, because of sinful actions both before and after becoming 
a Christians, render the “ideal” of one man and one woman for life, impossible. 
The difficulty is not in stating what the Scriptures say are God’s ideal for 
marriage, but how to shepherd people who no longer are able to achieve the 
ideal because of sin in their lives of the lives of others.  

 
 
 
 
III. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS    
 

A. Adultery describes sexual sin outside of marriage involving at least one married 
person. 

 
 

B. Bigamy is to enter into another marriage while still married to someone else. 
 
 

C. Divorce is the legal dissolution of a marriage sometimes referred to in the Bible 
as “dealing treacherously against the wife of your youth” (Mal. 2:14-16) or 
“leaving” (I Cor. 7:10-11).  

 
 

D. Marriage according to Webster’s Dictionary is the state of being united to 
another person as husband or wife in a consensual and contractual relationship 
recognized by law. The Biblical definition of marriage comes from Gen. 2:24 
where God says, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, 
and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.” This is God’s 
definition of marriage. Marriage before God requires four things as described 
below: 

 
1. There must be a man and woman. “For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and his mother, and be joined to his wife. . .” there must be one 
man and one woman. This excludes sex or polygamous marriages as 
being acceptable to God or within God’s blueprints. It does not mean that 
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marriages legally performed are not actually marriages, they are, but they 
are marriages that violate God’s ideal.  

 
 

2. There must be a leaving. “For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and his mother. . .” This is not talking about a geographical departure but 
a public declaration to depart from one’s former family commitments to 
establish new family commitments created by the marriage union. The 
public commitment to leave is the difference between fornication and 
marriage. Fornication is when two people act as if they are married, but 
both are unwilling to publically declare they will be husband and wife for 
life. The husband refuses to provide, protect, and take care of his wife and 
any children that may arise out of their union. Thus God requires “public 
declaration” that two people are committing themselves to each other for 
life. 

 
 

3. There must be cleaving. After a man and woman leave father and 
mother, the man must be “joined to his wife. . .” This means there must be 
an emotional bond and willingness to be married. This protects against 
kidnaping and forced marriages. If a man captures a woman, declares that 
she is his wife, and rapes her, kidnapping and rape have occurred, not 
marriage. Both parties must willingly be committed to the marriage, to 
“cleave” to each other for life. 

 
 

4. There must be the act of becoming one flesh. “And they shall become 
one flesh. . .” This describes the physical consummation of the marriage 
and is a protection against sexual temptation (I Cor. 7:2-5). The Scriptures 
also indicate that when a marriage is physically consummated there is 
also a spiritual bond formed by God who “joins them together” (Mt. 19:6). 

 
 

5. In order for there to be marriage in God’s sight, there must be 1) a man, a 
woman, 2) a public proclamation of marriage, 3) emotional willingness, 
and 4) physical consummation. When these criteria are met, God 
spiritually joins a couple together in a personal, intimate bond that is 
supposed to last for a life time. At death the marriage bond is broken 
(Rom. 7:1-3).  

 
 

E. Polygamy is to be married to more than one spouse. More than one husband is 
polyandry. To have more than one wife polygyny.  

 
 

F. Remarriage is when a person who was previously married gets married again. 
People get remarried after divorce or after the death of a spouse.  
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G. Immorality or Unchastity describes any sort of illicit, sinful, sexual thought or 
activity which is forbidden by the Word of God.  

 
 
 
IV. CONSEQUENCES OF DIVORCE 
 

A. Divorce is a corruption of God’s institution of marriage. 
 

B. Divorce is a by-product of sin in the life of one or both people in the marriage. 
 

C. Divorce often leads to financial ruin or hardship. 
 

D. Divorce often leads to adultery. 
 

E. Divorce emotionally scars people, especially if children are involved. 
 

F. Divorce often leads to sustained hardship and emotional trial as divorced people 
are often forced to have continued contact with their “ex” which leads to 
prolonged hurt, guilt, anger, remorse, and conflict. 

 
G. Divorce is a bad example to others as it is an outward manifestation of a couple’s 

unwillingness to keep their vows. In getting a divorce couples are letting all those 
who attended their wedding know that they are not people of integrity as they are 
choosing to break the promises they made to God and each other, in front of 
witnesses.  

 
H. Divorce among believers hinders evangelism as it tells unbelievers that Christ is 

not sufficient to help a Christian couple maintain an excellent marriage. 
 

I. Divorce leads to conflict among mixed families before and after the death of a 
remarried husband or wife. 

 
J. Divorce among professing Christians brings reproach upon the name of Christ 

and His bride the church, giving unbelievers an occasion to blaspheme God.  
 
 
 
V. THE CHURCH’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DIVORCE PROBLEM 
 

A. The church as a whole is contributing to the divorce problem. While there 
are some churches that are preaching the Word of God and upholding God’s 
standards for marriage, very few of these churches are making an effort to train 
and equip their people in having God honoring marriages. Many churches do not 
require pre-marital counseling and among those who do, few give any sort of 
detailed instruction from the Word of God. The fact is, the bulk of self-proclaimed 
Christianity looks no different than the world when it comes to divorce and 
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remarriage. This is a symptom of a greater problem in the greater pale of 
“Christianity” which is a departure from a commitment to preach and teach the 
Word of God, and a failure to adequately equip people and hold church members 
to God’s standard. However, among Bible teaching and preaching churches the 
divorce is very low, possibly less than 5 percent. 

 
 

B. Leaders in the church are setting a bad example. The divorce rate among 
Christian leaders in liberal denominations is nearly identical to the world. In the 
United Methodist church divorce among ordained clergy is three times higher 
than regular church members. The Church of England is plagued with divorce 
among their clergy and have relaxed their standards in recent years.3 Before the 
Synod met in 1992 there was pressure to ordain women, many of whom were 
divorced.4  

 
The Presbyterian Church – USA in a 1991 report said that, “the moral for 
Christians ought not be marriage, but rather justice-love. ... Where there is 
justice-love, sexual expression has ethical integrity. That moral principle applies 
to single, as well as to married, persons, to gay, lesbian and bisexual persons, as 
well as to heterosexual persons."5 The PC-USA teaches that a person can be 
engaged in heterosexual and homosexual relationships outside of marriage and 
still be right with God.  

 
Church leaders who teach and claim to believe the Bible are also having a 
divorce crisis and those who get divorced continue in ministry. When Charles 
Stanley, former president of the Southern Baptist Convention announced to his 
congregation, First Baptist Church of Atlanta, that he was getting a divorce, the 
congregation gave him a standing ovation! Charles Ryrie, professor of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, Christian author and editor of the popular Ryrie Study 
Bible was divorced later in life. Ned Graham, son of Billy Graham, current 
president of East Gate Ministries was divorced by his wife because of adultery, 
domestic violence, and drug and alcohol abuse. Hal Lindsey, Christian author 
and conference speaker, has been divorced and remarried multiple times. Bob 
Larson, radio talk show host is divorced. Peter Ruckman, founder of The 
Pensacola Bible Institute, leader of an extreme form of “King James Only” Bible 
churches, has been divorced twice and remarried for a third time. All these are 
high profile Christian leaders who have followed the world.  

 
Among Charismatic leaders Aimee Semple McPherson, founder of the Four 
Square Pentecostal churches was divorced. Pentecostal evangelist Kathryn 
Kuhlman was married to previously divorced evangelists Burroughs Waltrip 
whom she later divorced. Richard Roberts, son of Oral Roberts who is taking 
over the ministry for his father, divorced his wife to marry a student from Oral 
Roberts University. John Jacobs, founder of the power team, divorced his wife. 
Jim and Tammy Bakker divorced and were both remarried. Some of the highest 

                                                 
3http://simonsurmises.blogspot.com/2007/03/anglican-positions-on-divorce.html  
4http://trushare.com/88SEP02/SE02SURV.htm  
5http://www.wayoflife.org/fbns/divorceis.htm  
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profile Christians are getting divorces and if that isn’t bad enough, they are 
continuing in leadership ministries.  

 
Sandi Patty, Deniece Williams, Sheila Walsh, John Talbot, Randy Stonehill, Larry 
Norman, Tom Howard, Ralph Carmichael, Steve Archer, Amy Grant, Gary 
Chapman, and Jaci Velasquez, are all divorced Christian artists, to name a few. 
It seems the music industry with its emphasis on fame, money, and popularity is 
very successful in undoing the marriages of contemporary Christian artists. Keep 
in mind that the example these people set and the songs they write and sing are 
a major influence in the Church. They are considered leaders and have many 
followers. 
 
 

C. When church leaders practice in their lives what God hates, it makes it very 
difficult for those churches who are striving to please God to uphold the biblical 
standard of marriage. It makes it very hard to influence the world with the gospel. 
The world lumps all Christians together into one homogeneous group, straining 
out the worse to represent the whole. Few make a distinction between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. To the world, you are a Christian if you claim to be 
one. So, when a Bible believing, Bible practicing church stands up for what the 
Bible teaches, the world looks on and thinks they must be some sort of fanatic 
Christian sect, because they don’t teach what most “professing Christians” 
believe and practice, which is that divorce is okay, even Christian leaders.  

 
 
 
VI. KEY SCRIPTURES RELATED TO DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE  
 

A. Deut. 24:1-4 "When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she 
finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he 
writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out from 
his house, 2 and she leaves his house and goes and becomes another man's 
wife, 3 and if the latter husband turns against her and writes her a certificate of 
divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter 
husband dies who took her to be his wife, 4 then her former husband who sent 
her away is not allowed to take her again to be his wife, since she has been 
defiled; for that is an abomination before the Lord, and you shall not bring sin on 
the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance.  

 
1. In this text what reason is given for divorce in vs. 1 and what does this 

mean? 
  
 

2. What kind of remarriage is forbidden in this text (vs. 4)?  
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3. Since God regulated divorce and remarriage, does that mean God 
approves of divorce in some instances?  

 
 
 

4. Why do you think God gave this law? 
 
 
 
 

B. I Kings 11:1-11 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along with the 
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 
from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the sons of Israel, "You 
shall not associate with them, neither shall they associate with you, for they will 
surely turn your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to these in love. 
And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines, 
and his wives turned his heart away. For it came about when Solomon was old, 
his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly 
devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been. For 
Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and after Milcom the 
detestable idol of the Ammonites. And Solomon did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and did not follow the Lord fully, as David his father had done. Then 
Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the detestable idol of Moab, on the 
mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the 
sons of Ammon. Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense 
and sacrificed to their gods. Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his 
heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to 
him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go 
after other gods; but he did not observe what the Lord had commanded.  

 
What major principle from this text can be applied to marriage or remarriage? 

 
 
 

C. Ezra 10:1-17 Now while Ezra was praying and making confession, weeping and 
prostrating himself before the house of God, a very large assembly, men, women 
and children, gathered to him from Israel; for the people wept bitterly. 2 
Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons of Elam, said to Ezra, “We have 
been unfaithful to our God and have married foreign women from the peoples of 
the land; yet now there is hope for Israel in spite of this. 3 “So now let us make a 
covenant with our God to put away all the wives and their children, according to 
the counsel of my lord and of those who tremble at the commandment of our 
God; and let it be done according to the law. 4 “Arise! For this matter is your 
responsibility, but we will be with you; be courageous and act.” 5 Then Ezra rose 
and made the leading priests, the Levites and all Israel, take oath that they would 
do according to this proposal; so they took the oath. 6 Then Ezra rose from 
before the house of God and went into the chamber of Jehohanan the son of 
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Eliashib. Although he went there, he did not eat bread nor drink water, for he was 
mourning over the unfaithfulness of the exiles. 7 They made a proclamation 
throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all the exiles, that they should assemble at 
Jerusalem, 8 and that whoever would not come within three days, according to 
the counsel of the leaders and the elders, all his possessions should be forfeited 
and he himself excluded from the assembly of the exiles. 9 So all the men of 
Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within the three days. It was the 
ninth month on the twentieth of the month, and all the people sat in the open 
square before the house of God, trembling because of this matter and the heavy 
rain. 10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have been 
unfaithful and have married foreign wives adding to the guilt of Israel. 11 “Now 
therefore, make confession to the Lord God of your fathers and do His will; and 
separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign wives.” 12 
Then all the assembly replied with a loud voice, “That’s right! As you have said, 
so it is our duty to do. 13 “But there are many people; it is the rainy season and 
we are not able to stand in the open. Nor can the task be done in one or two 
days, for we have transgressed greatly in this matter. 14 “Let our leaders 
represent the whole assembly and let all those in our cities who have married 
foreign wives come at appointed times, together with the elders and judges of 
each city, until the fierce anger of our God on account of this matter is turned 
away from us.” 15 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel and Jahzeiah the son of 
Tikvah opposed this, with Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting them. 
16 But the exiles did so. And Ezra the priest selected men who were heads of 
fathers’ households for each of their father’s households, all of them by name. So 
they convened on the first day of the tenth month to investigate the matter. 17 
They finished investigating all the men who had married foreign wives by the first 
day of the first month. (vss. 18-44 gives a list of those who had sinned in taking 
foreign wives and who divorced them as an act of repentance and obedience to 
God).  

 
1. This is a unique instance in the Old Testament. Why did Ezra and the 

leaders of Israel counsel those who had taken foreign wives to divorce 
them? (See I Kings 11:1-3; Neh. 13:26; Mal. 2:11) 

 
 
 

2. How would you answer a Christian who wanted to divorce their 
unbelieving spouse based on this text? 

 
 
 

3. What two laws seem to be in contradiction in this text? (See Gen. 2:24 & 
Deut. 7:2-3) 
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D. Neh. 13:26-27 "Did not Solomon king of Israel sin regarding these things? Yet 
among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was loved by his 
God, and God made him king over all Israel; nevertheless the foreign women 
caused even him to sin. "Do we then hear about you that you have committed all 
this great evil by acting unfaithfully against our God by marrying foreign women?"  

 
1. What principles can we learn from this text about marriage or remarriage? 

 
 
 

2. How does Nehemiah describe the Israelites’ act of marrying foreign 
women? Why?   

      
 
 
 

E. Mal. 2:14-16 "Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because the Lord has been a 
witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt 
treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15 “But 
not one has done so who has a remnant of the Spirit. And what did that one do 
while he was seeking a godly offspring? Take heed then to your spirit, and let no 
one deal treacherously against the wife of your youth. “For I hate divorce," says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, "and him who covers his garment with wrong," says 
the Lord of hosts. "So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal 
treacherously."  

 
1. Why does God seem to allow for divorce in Duet. 24:1-4 but in this text he 

says he hates it? What is going on? 
 
 
 

2. What kinds of things were going on in Israel at this time, which is 
described as “dealing treacherously with the wife of your youth?”  

 
 
 

3. What is God’s attitude towards divorce according to this text? Why? 
 
 
 
 

F. Mt. 5:31-32 And it was said, 'Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a 
certificate of divorce'; but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except 
for the cause of unchastity, makes her commit adultery; and whoever marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery.  

 
1. What reason allowing for divorce is given in this text? What does it mean? 
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2. What prohibition against remarriage is given in this text? Why?  
 
 
 

3. Why does marrying a divorced woman or man lead to adultery? Does it 
always lead to adultery?  

 
 
 
 

G. Mt. 19:3-9 Some Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at all?” 4 And He answered and said, 
“Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them 
male and female, 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 “So they 
are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no 
man separate.” 7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give her a 
certificate of divorce and send her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your 
hardness of heart Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the 
beginning it has not been this way. 9 “And I say to you, whoever divorces his 
wife, except for immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 

 
1. What was the original question that led to Jesus’ response and what does 

this tell us(vs. 3)?  
 
 

2. Why does Jesus say, “He who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female,” and then quote Gen. 2:24? 

 
 

3. What two consequences of marriage does Jesus refer to (vs. 5-6)?  
 
 

4. Why did Moses instruct the Israelites to issue a certificate of divorce?  
 
 

5. What was God’s original intent for marriage (vs. 8)?  
 
 

6. What exception is given for divorce (vs. 9)? Does this exception command 
divorce or merely allow for it?  

 
 

7. What does this text tell us happens if someone gets divorced apart from 
the exception and gets remarried (vs. 9)?  

 
 

http://www.drivennails.com/


www.drivennails.com ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- © Dr. Jack Hughes 

 
Page 12 

H. Read the texts below, which appear in the other gospels, and carefully consider 
how they differ from what we have read in Matthew.  

 
1. Mk. 10:10-12 In the house the disciples began questioning Him about this 

again. 11 And He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
another woman commits adultery against her; 12 and if she herself 
divorces her husband and marries another man, she is committing 
adultery. 

 
2. Lk. 16:18 Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits 

adultery, and he who marries one who is divorced from a husband 
commits adultery. 

 
What is missing in both divorce texts in Mark and Luke above that is found 
in Matthew? Why? What does this mean?  

 
 
 

I. Rom. 7:1-3 Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who know 
the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as long as he lives? 2 For the 
married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if her 
husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. 3 So then, if 
while her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an 
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is not an 
adulteress though she is joined to another man. 

 
1. In these verses Paul is using the marriage covenant as an example of the 

law and its jurisdiction over people. Yet there are some principles 
reinforced in these verses. What do these verses tell us is God’s intended 
duration for marriage? 

 
 

2. What does this text tell us about being remarried, while your former 
spouse is still alive?  

 
 

3. What does this text teach us about remarriage after death of your spouse?  
 
 
 

J. I Cor. 7:10-16, 39 But to the married I give instructions, not I, but the Lord, that 
the wife should not leave her husband 11 (but if she does leave, she must remain 
unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband should 
not divorce his wife. 12 But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has 
a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not 
divorce her. 13 And a woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents 
to live with her, she must not send her husband away. 14 For the unbelieving 
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husband is sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified 
through her believing husband; for otherwise your children are unclean, but now 
they are holy. 15 Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or 
the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace. 
16 For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how 
do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife? . . . 39 A wife is 
bound as long as her husband lives; but if her husband is dead, she is free to be 
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord. 

 
1. What does this text tell us about “leaving” (divorcing) your spouse? What 

are the options of a Christian who has chosen to get a divorce, contrary to 
Scripture, according to vss. 10-11? 

 
 

2. Does Paul say it is okay to divorce your spouse if they are an unbeliever 
according to vs. 12? 

 
 

3. What does the phrase “consents to live with” mean and how does it relate 
to divorce and remarriage according to vss. 12-13? 

 
 

4. What does it mean that the unbelieving wife is “sanctified” by the believing 
spouse and that the children are “holy” as mentioned in vs. 14? How does 
this relate to marriage, parenting, and divorce?  

 
 

5. According to vs. 15, if an unbeliever divorces a believer, what should the 
believer do?  

 
a) For what purpose does God give the command in vs. 15 to “let 

them leave” by which he means “divorce”?  
 
 

b) What does the phrase “no longer under bondage” mean and how 
does this apply to divorce and remarriage?  

 
 

c) What reason might a believer want to stay married to an unbeliever 
who wants a divorce according to vs. 16? 

 
 
 

6. What do we learn from vs. 39 about the duration of a marriage and the 
kind of person a Christian can marry after the death of a spouse? 
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VII. THREE PRIMARY VIEWS CONCERNING DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE 
 

A. Some take the view that there is to be no divorce or remarriage of any kind. 
If there is a divorce it is always unbiblical, sinful, and if divorce has occurred 
being remarried is always sinful and adulterous. Those who take this view argue 
that the texts in Mark and Luke do not contain the exception clauses that appear 
in Matthew’s gospel because Matthew was speaking to Jews and talking about 
divorce during betrothal, not divorce after marriage. They go to a completely 
different context some 30 years previous to point out that when Joseph finds out 
that Mary is pregnant he seeks to “divorce her” even though they are not married 
yet, but only betrothed or engaged. Thus they reason that divorce would be 
permitted during engagement if either engaged person was unfaithful. Mark and 
Luke, writing to Gentiles, do not mention the exception clause because there is 
no legitimate reason for divorce in a culture that doesn’t recognize betrothal or 
engagement as legally binding.  

 
B. Secondly, there are those who believe divorce is acceptable in certain 

circumstances, but all remarriage leads to adultery. Those who hold this view 
argue that in the case of adultery or abandonment, divorce can be granted but 
neither person can ever be remarried to anyone else again, only their original 
spouse. They get this view primarily from the exception clauses in Mt. 5:32 and 
19:9 and Paul’s statement in I Cor. 7:10-11 that if divorce takes place, they 
should remain single or be reconciled again to their previous wife or husband.  

 
C. A third view is the view that allows for divorce in two instances, first 

divorce is allowed in the case of adultery or immorality and second divorce 
is allowed in the case of abandonment by an unbelieving spouse. In both 
instances remarriage is permitted, but only to another believer who has not been 
divorced unbiblically. A third category might also be inserted here and that is 
when an unbeliever is divorced and then later comes to Christ and desires to get 
remarried to a Christian as a Christian.  

 
 
 
VIII. APPLYING BIBLICAL ETHICS IN A LESS THAN IDEAL WORLD  
 

Before we look at some situations where we can apply what we have learned several 
things need to be mentioned and considered. While the ideal of marriage is clearly 
stated in the Word of God, many people by sinning or being sinned against create 
situations that make the ideal impossible. Therefore church leaders are forced to give 
counsel from the Word in thoroughly broken and contorted situations. They must give 
advice in situations that are far from God’s original plan. For instance, what do you tell 
the wife whose husband is beating her? What do you tell the person who was divorced 
before becoming a Christian or who came to Christ during the divorce, or shortly 
afterwards? Of course the ideal is get married and stay married forever, but people who 
have not done that need counsel and guidance from the church. We are to take them 
from where they are at and shepherd them in the truth, not shun or treat them as inferior 
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believers because of sin in their past. Yes, sin has consequences, but divorce and 
remarriage is not the unpardonable sin. 

 
Because of sin, the leadership must make decisions about what counsel to give. This 
often creates conflicts between what various Scriptures clearly teach. Should we 
counsel the battered wife to separate from her husband when the Word of God says 
don’t separate except for a time for the purpose of prayer? Should we encourage a wife 
to stay with her husband though he is treating her and the children in an evil and 
harmful way? Often marriage is only one of the issues that need to be considered in 
giving counsel. You might have one situation that requires examining texts on marriage, 
divorce, remarriage, obeying the governing authorities, wives submitting to husbands, 
the need to protect one’s children, the need to make wise stewardship issues, the need 
to obey God, worship with the saints, and practice Christianity, and submission to the 
leadership of two different local churches. This makes things very complicated and 
leaders are often forced to make decisions based on many Scriptures and biblical 
principles, some of which cannot all be applied without contradiction. So what is the 
leadership to do?  
 
Without getting into all the details of applying biblical ethics to life (a future Key Social 
Issues study) the leadership does their best to determine what commands and biblical 
principles have the highest priority, believing that when the highest priority command or 
principle is obeyed, all the lesser commands and principles are obeyed as well. As an 
example, preservation of life would be considered more important than maintaining the 
institution of marriage. Often, when counsel from the Word is uncertain, the elders may 
explain what the Scriptures say and the various biblical principles that weigh in on a 
matter, and then let the person who is seeking counsel make up their own mind after 
prayerful consideration.  

 
 
 
IX. APPLYING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED – CASE STUDIES  
 

A. A man comes to you and explains that as an unbeliever he was married and 
divorced. The divorce was painful and drove him to a liberal church. There he 
met another woman and after a whirlwind romance they were married. After a 
year, they were at each other’s throats, and the man’s second wife files for 
divorce and is remarried. Since his second ex-wife stayed at the liberal church he 
left and showed up at your church, started to learn the Bible, and was growing by 
leaps and bounds. He is not sure when he was saved, but knows he is now. It 
has been 5 years since his second divorce, he has grown in the Lord 
tremendously and asks you if he can get remarried again since he is only 28 
years old. What do you tell him considering some of the Scriptural teachings 
below?  

 
1. The man does not have the gift of singleness and the Scriptures command 

him to get married instead as a defense against immorality.  
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2. Both ex-wives are remarried so he can’t go back to either of them.  
 

3. The man didn’t know what the Scriptures taught about divorce and 
remarriage until after his second divorce and coming to your church. 

 
4. It is obvious that adultery has occurred. The ideal is broken and shattered. 

How do we counsel this man to forget what lies behind and press on 
towards the upward call of God in Christ Jesus?  

 
 

B. A woman comes to you and says that her husband has committed adultery. She 
wants to know if she can get a divorce. You ask her the details and she says: 

 
1. A woman’s husband has admitted to looking and lusting after women. Is 

this grounds for divorce since Jesus said to lust after a woman is to 
commit adultery in your heart (Mt. 5:27-28)? Why or why not?  

 
2. A woman’s husband has admitted to looking and lusting after women in 

pornographic magazines? Is this grounds for divorce? Why or why not? 
3. A woman’s husband has admitted to looking and lusting after women in 

pornographic pictures and videos. Is this grounds for divorce? Why or why 
not? 

 
4. A woman’s husband has admitted to looking at, lusting after, and having a 

relationship with a woman on the internet, using pornographic live web 
cam technology. Is this grounds for divorce? Why or why not? 

 
 

C. A woman comes to you and tells you that her husband has decided to have a sex 
change, become a woman, but wants to remain married to her and continue on in 
a lesbian relationship. She asks if this is grounds for divorce and if so if she can 
get remarried? 

 
 

D. A Christian couple in your church are actively involved, they have several kids in 
grade school and one in Jr. High. One day the wife tells her husband that she is 
leaving him to move in with another woman. The church does church discipline 
but she won’t repent. Later the children, upon staying with their mom and new 
“room mate,” noticed that they slept in the same bed. When the kids ask their 
mom about this she says she and he roommate have gotten married. The 
woman claims to be a Christian. Five years go by. The husband comes to you 
and asks, “Can I get remarried?” What do you tell him?  

 
 

E. A man is harsh, angry, and unloving towards his wife and physically abusive in a 
mild way. He taunts her, nudges her, snarls at her, harasses her, and won’t stop. 
He has never injured her, but the woman fears for her life. The husband calls 
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himself a Christian, but doesn’t go to church. The woman is a faithful church 
attender, but her husband has asked her to stop going to church and says he is 
taking their two children out to play every Sunday. This goes on for years and the 
woman is at her wits end. She is scared for her children, for her self, and 
emotionally frazzled because of the terrorist tactics of her husband. She wants to 
know if she has grounds for divorce? What do you tell her?  

 
 

F. A woman who is an unbeliever is married to a physically abusive husband, and 
eventually gets fed up and leaves him. She moves to another state and starts 
living in an adulterous relationship with another man who treats her very well. In 
fact they have three children together over the course of ten years. Then the 
woman becomes a Christian. She asks you what she should do? What do you 
tell her? 

 
1. Does she leave her lover and go back to the abusive husband without her 

children? 
 

2. Does she leave her lover and take her children and go back to the abusive 
husband? 

 
3. Does she divorce the abusive husband and marry her live in lover who is 

an unbeliever?  
 

4. Does she divorce her abusive husband leave her live in lover and take the 
children away from him? 

 
5. Does she divorce her abusive husband and leave her live-in lover, and let 

him have the kids and only visit them occasionally?  
 
 

G. A woman comes to you and explains that ten years ago she and her husband 
agreed to get a divorce. They were both unbelievers. They filled out the divorce 
papers and carried on with life. The woman explains that she has now become a 
Christian. She felt guilty for the way she treated her ex-husband and so she 
decided to call him, apologize for her wicked behavior, share her testimony and 
the gospel with him. When she gets in touch with him, he says that he too, along 
with his second wife, just became Christians. Upon further discussion it is 
discovered that neither of them ever filed the divorce papers thinking the other 
was going to do it. The woman realizes she is still legally married to her husband 
who has another wife and technically in an illegal polygamous relationship. She 
asks you what she should do? What do you tell her? 
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