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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR KEY SOCIAL ISSUES 

Truth vs. Relativism 
Lesson #1  

 
 Immediately before his crucifixion, Jesus stood before Pilate and had this conversation: 
“Pilate said to him, “So, You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king. 
For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”“ Many today 
are asking the same thing that Pilate asked two thousand years ago, “What is truth?” They are 
looking for truth, but in all the wrong places. They are groping like blind beggars in the dark for 
something they can hold on to, something that will steady them in the chaos of this world. 
Some are being told that there is no such thing as absolute truth, that there is no absolute right 
and wrong, that truth is determined by each person, or by the culture, or by the people who are 
in power. This mindset is often referred to as “relativism.” In this study we will look at 
relativism, its dangers, its consequences, and the absolute source of truth.  
 
 
I. DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS AND BIG WORDS:    
 

It may seem like a simple subject to discuss truth in relation to relativism. Two terms, 
two concepts, and that’s it. In reality both of these concepts intersect with many other 
fields of study and concepts that are critical to the discussion at hand. Each key concept 
brings with it entire fields of study and each of these fields of study relate to truth and 
relativism. Because of the scope of this study we will only be able to list key words with 
brief definitions. 

 
A. Truth 

 
1. The absolute sense of what is real and complete as opposed to what is 

false wanting.1 
 

2. Fidelity, constancy, fact, actuality. (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary) 
 
 

B. Relativism 
 

A theory that knowledge is relative to the limited nature of the mind and the 
conditions of knowing or a view that ethical truths depend on the individuals and 
groups holding them. (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary) 

 
 

C. Epistemology 
 

1. The study or theory of the nature and grounds of knowledge especially 
with reference to its limits and validity. (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary) 

 

                                                 
1New Bible Dictionary. 
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2. The field of study that investigates how we know things or how we know 
that we know things.  

 
 

D. Christian Apologetics 
 

1. A branch of theology devoted to the defense of the divine origin and 
authority of Christianity. (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary) 

 
2. The field of Christian study pertaining to the reasons, content and method 

of proclaiming the truth of God’s Word. 
 
 

E. Presuppositions 
 

1. To suppose beforehand or to require as an antecedent in logic or fact. 
(Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary) 

 
2. Presuppositions are ideas, perceived realities or premises that we assume 

to be true and which form the foundation for all other arguments and 
thoughts that we have.  

 
a) Relativism’s presuppositions 

 
1) Nothing plus chance equals everything that exists 

 
2) Man is an animal of higher evolution having come from 

nothing by chance 
 

3) There is no God 
 

4) Man is an objective, unbiased, rational being who is able to 
sort through all the facts to determine what is right and 
wrong 

 
5) Man determines what is write and wrong, true or relatively 

true 
 

6) The only absolute truth is that there are no absolutes 
 
 

b) Biblical Christianity’s presuppositions 
 

1) God exists 
 

2) The Bible is God’s all sufficient, perfect, objective, infallible, 
inerrant, revelation to man 

http://www.drivennails.com/


www.drivennails.com -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- © Dr. Jack Hughes  

 

Page 3 

3. You are talking to a person who believes in relativism. You tell them that 
you believe there is a God and that the Bible is God’s Word. He accuses 
you of using circular reasoning because you believe by faith in two 
presuppositions i.e., God exists and the Bible is God’s Word. How do you 
answer a person like this?  

 
 
 

F. Ethics 
  

1. The discipline dealing with what is good and bad and with moral duty and 
obligation; or a set of moral principles or values; or principles for governing 
an individual or a group of individuals. (Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary) 

 
2. Our English term [ethics] can mean “manner of life,” “conduct,” “custom,” 

or “practice” as prescribed by some competent authority.2 
 

3. There are many sources people draw their ethics from: 
 

a) Family and friends  
 

b) Science and what scientists say is true 
 

c) Our intuition, feelings, or instincts  
 

d) The majority consensus  
 

e) What we think works best for us 
 

f) What we think has worked best for others  
 

g) What brings us pleasure  
 

h) What gives us the most money or power 
 

i) What we think is best for the present culture we live in 
 

j) Ethics are merely the venting of one’s emotions and are based on 
personal opinions of likes and dislikes 

 
k) Holy writings like the Koran, book of Mormon, Vida (Hinduism), etc. 

 
l) God’s Word  

                                                 
2Walter C. Kaiser, Toward Old Testament Ethics, pg. 2. 
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II. SCRIPTURES RELATING TO TRUTH AND RELATIVISM: 
 

A. Man’s general or relative “truth” 
 

1. Prov. 14:12 & 16:25 There is a way that seems right unto a man, but its 
end is the way of death.  

 
2. Rom. 1:18-20 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness, 19because that which is known about God is evident 
within them; for God made it evident to them. 20For since the creation of 
the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, 
so that they are without excuse.  

 
3. Rom. 2:12-16 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish 

without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by 
the Law; 13for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but 
the doers of the Law will be justified. 14For when Gentiles who do not 
have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the 
Law, are a law to themselves, 15in that they show the work of the Law 
written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts 
alternately accusing or else defending them, 16on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Christ 
Jesus. 

 
 

B. The Scriptures claim to be God’s all sufficient absolute truth 
 

1. Duet. 8:3 “And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with 
manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might 
make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man 
lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. (Quoted by 
Jesus in Mt. 4:4; Lk. 4:4) 

 
2. Psa. 19:7-10 The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The 

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; The 
judgments of the Lord are true; they are righteous altogether. They are 
more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than 
honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 

 
3. Psa. 119:151 You are near, O Lord, and all your commandments are 

truth.  
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4. Psa. 119:160 The sum of Your word is truth, And every one of Your 
righteous ordinances is everlasting. 

  
5. Jn. 17:17 Sanctify them in truth, Thy word is truth.  

 
6. II Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of 
God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

 
7. II Pet. 1:3-4, 19-21 seeing that His divine power has granted to us 

everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has 
granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by 
them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world by lust. . . 9 So we have the prophetic 
word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in 
your hearts. 20But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a 
matter of one’s own interpretation, 21for no prophecy was ever made by 
an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

 
 

8. Jesus revealed that the Scriptures are sufficient both by word and deed 
 

a) Jesus used the Scriptures when tempted by Satan (Mt. 4:4-10).  
 

b) Jesus established the Scriptures when He said they would not pass 
away until everything in them was accomplished (Mt. 5:17-18). 

 
c) Jesus believed every detail of the Scriptures would be 

accomplished (Mt. 26:54; Lk. 24:44). 
 

d) Jesus relied on the Scriptures when debating his opponents (Mt. 
12:3; Mk. 12:24). 

 
e) Jesus, after His resurrection, referred to the Scriptures as proof 

(Lk. 24:27, 44, 46). 
 

f) At the final judgment Jesus said people would be judged by the 
Scriptures (Jn. 12:48; Rom. 2:12). 

 
g) Jesus saw the Scriptures as authoritative and unbreakable (Jn. 

10:35). 
 
 

9. The Apostles taught that the Scriptures are sufficient both by word and 
deed. 
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a) Paul’s church planting strategy was to teach the whole counsel of 
God’s Word (Acts 20:20, 28-32). 

 
b) Paul said the Bereans were more noble minded because they 

searched the Scriptures to see if what Paul said was true (Acts 
17:11). 

 
c) The gospel Paul preached was according to the Scriptures (I Cor. 

15:1-4). 
 

d) Paul taught that the Scriptures are the source of our salvation (I 
Cor. 1:18-24; 2:2, 6-13). 

 
e) Paul taught that the Word of God was the only offensive weapon 

we have against Satan (Eph. 6:17). 
 

f) Paul taught that we were to let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly 
(Col. 3:16). 

 
g) Paul told Timothy to be constantly nourished on the Words of the 

faith and sound doctrine (I Tim. 4:6, 13). 
 

h) Paul taught that the Scriptures were sufficient to equip us for every 
good work, therefore, they alone should be preached in the church 
(II Tim. 3:15-4:3 ). 

 
i) Paul told Titus to teach and preach only the Scriptures (Tit. 1:9; 

2:1, 15).   
 

j) The Apostle Peter said that the Scriptures contain everything we 
need for life and godliness and that we would do well to pay 
attention to them because they are more sure than miracles and 
are the very Word of God spoken by men moved by the Holy Spirit 
(II Pet. 1:3, 16-21).  

 
k) Jude said we are to earnestly contend for the faith, “once for all 

delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). 
 
 
 
III. APPLICATION OF BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES TO RELATIVISM: 
 

Various scenarios and situations are given below. Each case contains some sort of flaw 
related to truth and/or relativism. Using what you have learned so far, apply biblical 
principles and thinking to each point below. 
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A. You are in college and the professor states that sex is a biological function and 
that we are free to express ourselves sexually in any way we want. 

 
B. You are talking to a co-worker about a sin issue in their life. You tell them what 

the Bible says and they reply, “Well, you have your morality and I have mine.”  
 

C. You are witnessing to a relative and they say, “What makes you think that out of 
all the religions in the world yours is right and all the other ones are wrong?” 

 
D. You walk up to someone who believes in relativism, that there are no absolutes, 

and have the conversation below.  
  

 You: “You know, I’ve been thinking and I have come to the conclusion that I don’t 
like you so I am going to kill you.”  

 Relativist: “You can’t do that?”  
 You: “Why not? It is what I want to do.”  
 Relativist: “You may want to kill me but it is against the law.”  
 You: “Whose law? Not my law.” 
 Relativist: “The law of our government says it is wrong to murder.”  
 You: “Who says the government is right? I think they are wrong. Besides who 

said we have to submit to the government?” 
 Relativist: “Everyone knows that murder is wrong.”  
 You: “I don’t know murder is wrong. I think it is the smart thing to do, so I am 

going to kill you. I feel murder is right because it gets rid of people like you who 
irritate me.”  

 Relativist: “You can’t break the law. . .” 
 You: “Hey, I already told you that I have my own law and you can’t say I am 

wrong because I have just as much right to make my own laws to govern my life 
as you do to govern yours. You have no authority to tell me I am wrong or that 
my laws are wrong. Besides, do you mean to tell me you never break the law? 
Ever? In any way? I know you do, so why can’t I?” 

 Relativist: “Yeah, but the government has authority.” 
 You: “Who says they have authority?” 
 Relativist: “But you can’t have laws that harm other people because it infringes 

on their rights.” 
 You: “Who says I have to submit to your standard of making laws and who says I 

can’t do things that infringe on other people’s rights and who says people have 
rights anyway? I have the right to kill you.” . . .  

 
E. Since we have all evolved from nothing we should give all animals and plants 

equal rights with humans. After all we used to be a lower life form. We must be 
sure to make laws that protect the rights and govern mankind, animals, and 
plants as co-equals. If you say humans should have greater rights because they 
are more intelligent, then we should also give humans who are smarter than 
other humans more rights. It’s only fair.  
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F. You are a pastor counseling a young couple who wants to get married and you 
ask them if they have remained sexually pure. They brazenly say no. You remind 
them of what the Scriptures say and they reply, “Pastor, we know that in the past 
premarital sex was wrong, but things have changed. No one is a virgin when they 
get married anymore. All over the world people now realize that sex is not evil but 
a blessing from God. For us, it has brought us closer together and we know that 
we are compatible as a couple.”  

 
 

G. You are reading the newspaper and come across an article where a group of 
atheists who believe in relativism are complaining and fighting against Christian 
students who share their faith, pray on school grounds, and organize Bible 
studies for those who wish to attend. The atheists are angry because they don’t 
believe there is a God. 

 
 

H. During World War II, a priest bombed a Nazi freight train. In response, the Nazis 
killed twenty prisoners a day until the guilty person came forward and 
surrendered. Three days later a Communist, and fellow resistance fighter, 
betrayed the priest. When asked why he had refused to give himself up, the 
priest said, “There are no other priests available and our people’s souls need my 
absolution for their eternal salvation.”3 

    
    

I. A Puerto Rican woman in East Harlem made friends with a married man and 
committed adultery with him in order to have a child. When the minister told her 
she should repent, she replied, “Repent? I ain’t repentin’. I asked the Lord for my 
boy. He’s a gift from God.”4 

 
 

J. Our country is attacked by several other countries. Food production has all but 
stopped, electricity is down, roads are destroyed and you have a family of four 
and no food. You hike down to where the local grocery store used to be and see 
it in ruins. You dig through some of the rubble and you find some food for your 
family and take it home.  

 
 

K. You are a Christian and you have fallen madly in love with a non-Christian. You 
both love each other and want to get married. You have prayed about it and both 
of you really feel a sense of peace. So, you get married.  

 
 

L. You are all alone in the park, sitting in your car having some fast food for lunch. 
After eating you put all the trash in the bag, drop it out the window, and drive 
away. You reason to yourself that they pay people to clean the park and they are 
paid with your tax money so it isn’t wrong.  

                                                 
3Erwin Lutzer, The Necessity of Ethical Absolutes, pg. 35. 
4Ibid., pg. 38. 
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M. You are driving down the freeway and the speed limit is 55 mph but everyone 
around you is going 70 mph. You are late for work so you reason to yourself, “I 
am late. It is safer to go with the flow of traffic. Besides that is what the fast lane 
is for.”  

 
N. You are in Germany in World War II and you are hiding Jews in a secret cellar 

under your house. The Nazis come and ask you if you have seen any Jews or 
hiding any. What do you do? 

 
O. You are an Israelite military commander who loves the Lord and your men are 

starving for food. You go to the nearest town and find a priest and ask him for 
food. The only food he has is the bread of the presence which no one can eat but 
the priests. You take the sacred bread and give it to your men to eat.  

 
P. You live in a town full of wickedness and vice. You hear of a nation that is great 

and worships the God of creation. The people of the great God are camped 
across the river and they send spies to your city. You have heard that every 
nation, city, or army that has stood in their way has been defeated and the 
inhabitants of their cities killed. The spies come to your house and ask you to 
hide them and you do. When the leaders of the city come looking for the spies 
you lie and tell them that the spies have already left.   

 
 
IV. CONSEQUENCES OF RELATIVISM 
 

A. Relativism leads to immorality 
 

B. Relativism leads to social anarchy 
 

C. Relativism leads to subjectivism and mysticism 
 

D. Relativism leads to accepting any behavior or belief 
 

E. Relativism requires that you reject God and His Word as the source of truth 
 

F. Relativism leads to the lake of fire 
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